- 


UN 


Jo 


. 


-. ” 


age ac 


S v2» 


, 


ICS 


x 
7 4 $2 (= Ie: 
Ot wal Wee. 
Us: 5) hop 


3 I; n jo o 
Wo - . 4 - 
eG pes \ \ <8 " : f yrs, ore tt % 
$ *- 


Fi 


£ 


rr 
IR. 


a 


4d; od, theſe worldly + 
Comforts, with as Bandred- fold Ad- 
nootler py proof for a it then 
that 1 was received with full Accom- 


modations, and plentiful Converencies 
7 the Hg | 


roft 
0 ' this Fam ly, while 1 was 
anal rd , there appeared 


uy of ſowing Spirttuall 


wt Her Soul, wanted In. 


© Mgt old Soars UN 
md after frequent Communication 
OR TER 


Vertuons Lady affliffed with. 


ters, ond pts ey wers ry 
them \ andl:ft them with F gi {rin'\ 
tad now they are the 5 de of a+ -* 
Pious Soul, with its vicifſatudes \ ofi 7 
Comfort, and Grie : The Lineaments; | 
" of which Figure have dramn (as 
will underſtand by compajing the Let" 
ters, with the Life Prefixeed) from tha 
Holy Ladies Soul ; left ſhe (far m 
aline it was at fi ſt decypbered) fl 
think it too general; But the 
tions, and Degrees, 1 drew not exa 
from H er 3 thoſe F 
there, loſt you ( for winlt box 
now Pabl; iſhed) 2onld thi 


ut you, perhaps, are": one 0 


, pho walk mn the plam low. 


v 


ationyou may. ſee the 'varions: 
ations of God, and from:it 


. . : : "'s 


, 
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( omforts and Greefs, .with their ; 4 
_ the late Vi. Counteſle FalKlahd?. 


ple of zd-t0 deal we _ ay " 
however he ſh:l be pleaſed to deal: od. 
youbereaſter). tobe: Ferventin Spt mrit, 2 
and to be zealous to the end.. «ol 
But for The Life: pre fixed , Ther E 
ic "not. a Repreſentation of what this. 
Lady, ſhould have been , or how ſhe: 
ought to have lived, at dyed, but a 2 
{ir1&. Relation of Des S virituall 4 


BRITMS :: ; and of 7 many excetient virtues LE 43 


which particulars were gathered up. and. } 
pit together, at the requeſt of ſome of; 
Her dear Friends, who have mn. 
(45:t 15 hoped you alſo will) tobe fol-" © 
towers of - Hey; -45-ſhe- was. 't Gp 
and then to ftri ive to excell 7 m neg >; 

rs and Yirtne. | 0 ll 
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mg this you receive 
fore; or Benefit, let God bave the © 
praiſe : It liſhed for example 
0 Alt, and for aſe tothe. children of 
tm, 44h, 
By aſeryant of our 
' Lord Chriſt; 
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bn % » Ig 


| * To the Memory: of the moſt velighs. +] - 
; ous and virtuous Lady, the Lady Letice, 3 3 
. Vi-Counteſle Falkland, © 


Her Compariſon with ancient Salut. : 


\ Hew me-your Legends, -you-in.whoſe bright year .- | 

More Saints & Martyrs then: black dayes appear, . = 
Martyrs and Saints, whoſe conſecrated Names. . | 
Stand ſhining there, as in their ſecond Flames. 
*Mong'lt ail you Tecla's, Pridget S,Friſwid's 3 All © 
Your fition-Saints 3 Or which we true Saints. on. 
Yan will not find one He, or She, maxe fic. : 
Tabeentoll'd; or canoniz\din Wit, _  -- 
Then ths departed Lady, who embalms - | 
All Poetrie, and turnsall Verſe to Pſalms... 


Come then my holieft Fires,lend me'a Heas ;; 1 7 
As pure as that which did in David bears; © E. 
When to's inſpired Harp, and ſacred Srriog, DE nA s | 
He did the-Deeds of ancient Hero's ling» |» 51.7 & 
In whoſe high Numbers , and zeligious-Reainga;- iy 
Muſes yer lives, and Miriam: breathes. again.”. 
And who, (4 Poet- after Gods own heart, | YA 
As well as. Man) fach Virtue did -impare x 4Y 


E..- 'She hag apart of his, rare. paler been. , le. 
A 3 pF * And had ſtood there recorded. by] bis peng/ 
| . The holicſ Womak next to holy men, 


2 rh = "Her Childhood. 


WW Hole Tnfiinthe (Ti he time when He begins.” 
Tot rempy vs witlithe firſt Aflaule of Sins, 

| Whoi in a borrow'd ſhape doth Rill invade | 

-  OixAge> like Eve,affoon as we are made) | 

j Was fo quick-(ighted » ſo well taught, that he. 


Y Then in her Cradle Arangled him, whoſe ſuirs 
e dreſt '<" Beauty of forbidden Eruits. 


® , = 


ef tr) Her Toth: SE 


-Was like her Infancie, from whence 
= * gan her ſecond State of Innocence. 

kr Age as barmleſs as if Kill new-born 3 

, Time of Day!as ſpotleſs. a.ber Morn: 

\ Stage of Life, io-which appear'd all-ſeeds. 
Virtue, yer.unmix'd with weeds, 

he deg her Studies, which chen rold * {4 


% 


Thr hrough! his falſe paint did then the Serperit ſee 3 


you ng (ae wy in years-in Grace. boy old.. 
Tt | wala E 
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£ A Husband he, and ſhe a Wife, whoſe will” | 


” |And, like the « Hebreip Sh hep! 
Of Flowers, beheld bim. fla 
- Once more. unburnt, thence thought he heard a. x: 
Which cold her, God ths ſeen, madeboly ground. , S 
She did not ſpend her Dayes, like ſome whodoe-'...., * 
With their youths drelfings leah youths vicescoos . Ne - v5 
Nor was! ſhe ſchool'di inch? art ro weave her 1 ale. WEN 
' Intolooſe Braids,and make it thence grow. '$nare?,, ' 
Or bow to frame her; (miles, or order Jogks 3. -._.. PR 
Or make her geſtures paſſe for well-laid hooks ;- rea. 


Such falſe Court engines the bequeath'd ta. on BE 2 
Whoſe virtue is heir face, and good parts cl a” 2-4 
0 8 WES 


©: Her Marriage: 7810 hrs HA 


HEr riper years did call ber tothe beds ; Rp bs ' - F. : 
Of one who did Her, not her dowrie, wed.” TP iy | 
- No ſhaft with gold tipr, no dart ſhot from eyes. x Joe 
No fires were here ſeen which from fancieril 2 2 on 
Berween theſe curtains, and this ;quprial ſheets: 5 
Male virtue did with female virme.meets-.. © Ty. 
A ſoul with ſoul, and mind here match'd ik Us d.. 
, The marriage torch beld by a God not blind, - = RE | 


£ 
«A, 
Pe EE, - 


ao four child- births Was Virgin 2a, 


nd 


Heath uſbands Dewk. 


"yes, Noble Lord, could I beſtow on Thee : 
Such learned Verſe as thou did't ance on me, -. 


' IT en«by Herſe ſhould tide poerick Bayes, p 
And raiſe thee Statnes, made and buile of praiſe. . ; 
- Whowert thy Nations glory, Englands yen 3 -. 


The beſt of writing, and of fighting men. 
Inwhom the Camp, and Muſes claim'd a part 3... ' 
A Scholars head, joyn'd to a Souldiers heart. Fo 


- By whoſe ſword lometitns, but by thy rare quill, 


Wealwayes conquer'd; 5 and here yanquiſh* fill. 


'Bur ſince thou left us, to write well bath been 
By our new times held a Republick fins. . 

_ All wit, like thine, now undergoes thy fate ; 

© Firſt call'd' Malignant, and a Fo to the State 5 - 


"Then murther*d by thedul, mechanick *"F 


Half beaſt, balf man, Fox-Tivkey multitude. - 


Say, Oye Coblers, weavers, Tinkers, you - 
Whoſe ſecond trade is War, and Preaching 3 ho. . 
New prentices oth? field (O ſervilerour !) 


Haye there againſt your Prince your time ſery'd out 3- , 


= What expiation, what requitall can-- 


KS ES 
; a b 
HE —_ 


_- Of her who periſht.on Achilies tomb. 


Alegion of you make for thisone man,.: 
Were a whole legion ſlain, or felt the doom-*- 


*. You boaſt of working Levis, endittln ako 

'” (Wivestothoſe Lords) uſe to expound, like you 5 
When you have prais'd them with yaur bolieft 

' And joyn'd your paint to their bypocrifies ; (lies, 
Amongſt them all you will not fidd one life - 
Like to'this Lords 3 or *mongſt themall a wife _ - 
Like to this Lady 5 whoſe true zea], and hear... 
'T'wards God was more thea they can cours, 


Her Widowhool, 


anve aide ark he Get Lind ain, - - 4 

Liv'd Ste Paul*s-Matron that's a maid'agains-.; 4 wal 
A Scripture Veſtal, one whoſe chaſte defire. .. * of 
Call dir adultery not to watch one fice, © 
A Goſpels Lacrece toall. ſecond loves,- .... 
One made of ice ward: Yexwszand her doves:..: 
' In whom all looſe thoughts did foicoldly ebeh 
"Thar they, who courted her, made loveto ſnow... 


H, er devetion and zeal... 8 


= in this coldneſs, and obdurate froſt, - 
Still burn'd-a holy: fire conceal'd; nor. loſs 
A fire, whole pure flames ſtill flew up, like: thoſe.” 
Which in wing d Pyramids from Altars roſe 3 BEEF” E- 
A fire, which in molt others kindles vices  *. bY 
' But, here made morn, and evening ſacrifice. 


=; tan heard Ethan: (che key” 
_- With which heopet'andiocktup rhe wit 


Had you ere in het week-day Temple been" f 
Her conſecratedcloſet 5 and there ſeen : F 
| This Lady: otiher- knees, whilſt with her 6yes- 15; 


She clinb'd the: Nats, and'didinvade the skies 5 
-.  Hadyott there mark#d what clouds of lighs, "_ Le 
-  \ Oftears the raid ar penitential houres 3 (fhoures . 
. How humblein her looks, and yethow Rout 3 
-  Howearneſt; wreſtling, and yer till devouts- 
;, - + You LAG 4 Req hence*' |» x 


Heaven Gd exremore ſuffer wioluces:::T;2 1*7T— — Þ: 
: ' Her renderneſs of Conſcience, 
A Ng Cone now yetwilight ſai z religious: bats, \ 

L: - Who fwallow-camels, and:yerftrain ar gnks 3 $4 
"* You, whoſe wildeſcruples, heighten inco rage; - 

” Arenow'the zeal, and:madneſs of our age, - 
" F - Shew me one Lady like to this 3 who ill v 
©  Wasſo preciſe, lo fearfull to doe ill,” * (lacs }: 
bw -- That ber iridiffcrent thoughts, 'waids, drtanis Were . 


_  Mongſt things to be repetited:3.6ay, atiaſt,; L 
E:-- She queſtion'd ber good Deeds, and did tags 4- "M0 
bp - Fo callimperſe ire venial lin... "x7 . "ol 


'N 


"yu look upon her ex” or - ar ae, OE OY 
(Who fill pur oF their ih ie Joe: [oP EY 
* Together, with their rags) how often they}, 7 5 | 
” Who came: there naked; went web-clombaway'*'  - 
... Askthem how oft the hedge; and ten eng : 
© Transform'dher table to the S$criptere _ 
Where the invited were all lame; or blind, © 
| Beggers balf-famiſh'd; who till then ne'r din\d 3 
T hey! ſay, ſhe did Chrift in bis members es... - 
And all that wanted her relief » were Hes 


* 


;  Nordid the, like our Phariſees, diſpenſe < ES 
] i "Her gifts b boſore _ to.win praiſe from. DAS 


d & FER? 


4 "No corneal 3 a \Areee, 2s deny = Wor 7 Fa 
| " Her rieht hand ſtill was ſtranger to the left. "2 
'v Her doles, indeed, were Scripture cate; we 

}- Oace more ſaw Loaves, and Fiſhes multiplie- ; 
.* - Betweenthe givers hands 3 from whence they grew 
vail baskers ,and fed thouſands; ; how, none knew. 


Her Death. 374 HF 


© now, though IL cannor report her wi, 2M 


5 


With which expir'd her ſoul, as fice from fin 
And ſpotleſs lmoft, as when't, ficſt Fame bw) EE 
' Toher frail body 3.yet as off 331. 52S 
=. Doeread of Saints advanc'd above the alta: 

Sitting on amber clouds, and cloath'd.in white, 

Me thinks a glittering Angel bids me write, 

_ My revelation; too, where Thrones appear, - 

And ſhe in thoſe white Robes ſhe put on bere... - 


I: M: ex : C: Ox,. 


An Elegie, wy 
Wrinen to ſome Ladies f theſe 


Times. 


Ou, who als Chaplains onely ing 
of State, 
And count Them ( Coachmen Prain) | 
out of date, _ 
"Yi here their holier uſe 3 and if you love 
Your Souls as well as Bodies ; and would prove | 
Your Plea-and Evidence to Heayen,and. | l 
Make your EleG7ion ſure, as Goods, or Land , | 
Having all Conſcience-ſcruples ſer as clears. + .// 
As your Law-doubts, or Blood-diſtempers are 2: © 
Judge, if Divines beof lefſe Value, than : +. 7 * 
Your coſtly Lawyer, or Phyſitian. ap 
Arid think not that ſix Words or Lines oftheirs 
More preclqus be, then Sermons are and Prayers. 


« 
| 


” - Bigwith devorion, and were 
. .-_  Youtben would holdthe caſuifres "4aY | 
As, in your orher L > Midwives are, | "YI 


-  Thenyou'd prefer the © Cortlial Letters, bove = 
; All flatering-love- Epiſtles, which doe prove, 1 
.  Whenread by th'tober and judicious eye, 

--- Buthandſome lies, and prettie blaſpbemie: | 
And are totheſe no more Canonical, - \ wh 
| Then if with IgE you. COPE Saint Pant, | 
FAR LSD OD Od art droeta;,n0 3m 

Would our New Teachirs make this Bodktb 


 Whiletes hare tab mor ali” oo bee oY ; (5E 
£ . "And cariebothin looks, and ſajings, nighr 5 $i? WY 34. 
©. Giving ſolutions difficult as the'Caſez-- - bd 
(Like thoſe thar draw: Pifures widshalf3face).., 
;--. OurOracle bere:gives [Anſwers fulloa-cletrg. 5? a 
.. bes As Face-to Face Anti Glad beds c 25». 


” x 


- Natifcch he forms but meekly chackea 0 
" Jothar ſweerſtile , thar ſtill the GolpeByins ** /t4 s 


- 


'Curing a wounded {jjr Fig witt 
| While he "cha hdaacalet 


| Hence, to ſouls ſunk i in rears, his counſels prove bs 


* Welcome, as Noahs comforter, the Doue,! © SO 
; Welcome ar Peace would beto all thar ce, ©, © 


| worſe, lay'd by a SP Abeg ” . 


TT bus bave I ſeen Srunmbeams and 
Leayiog *ith* skie the 

; know, we were not to be drown? b et. .. bop. ; 158 
| Ge Oe SAIL KITS: 


Gf"; > " » 
- ; br * 


9 Dappy Cariktia 1 happy RP Croſs! | 2 all nes 
[/Dobut compare theſe comforts with your loſs, - ' = Rs 
Andy ox' [no more (gm plain, then he that i .. +: PER... 


-» © 


'd to Heaven, tortur dinco Bliſs. EP: 
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/ » 
» RY 


\-Nupdmong.dlibs Gerdielagrbre: wc uit: 


ong have 


£7 


E Our buri AS, fel Y; 
JF . - Andthac our yr Jedi x 21 23 


Ta his la Letter; WRSethe Mother wap 26 ies Þ 
E-- See her own Davgbter riſen from the Dead ; £- | 
Z Ss Rites as we: re trioteto be Butied,” ; 

; MOL G2 I*THYLA a « £8 ,6:119515 "if 
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And now; though Paxt £ortigs her Sex to <6 jrend, | 
Yet may her Dfe inſtruct, and her Death teach, 
For good workes ne're were lilenc'd, If we then 
Should ſee'a Maſſacte.of Holy men, 
Witch whorm all Truths and Duties too ſhould fall, 
Yet in Her jrabfiſe we might find them all, | 
Her Deeds were-more then boldeſt Nuns doe V0 3 
T5” 1 Thewereniliwill turn 4 true H; iſrienows 
While all religzons wonders 'chey avers 
Are notdone onely, but out-done by Her. = 
Rach mora the Liw and Goſpel were her  glaſty | 
And Featlies Handiaid ber Atttydans Was. | ] g 
Nor did ſhe lace or early drawn Air, © + © 
- Bur ſherecurn'd & back in Praiſe, or FRO” jo 7 200 


Tis true Sita danny. ſeruples-; Bur ef efich 
As neither Gods; not Kings. Þrecogative rouchs i: 

- *Mongft all hertholy Doubtitigs, you'l find i tions"! « y at 

- Stareling a Gody DerieeS; or Thret Ty Ont, eShnre's 


"48 + | 
= "4 OR. INT 0 "ys 


bY. 
; — 


"Such MyRiclerber 1 Faith had conquer She". 


* " Had only of Herſelf « jealouſte, >; by 
; | While She aZudge of oxhers Ate was knowp,.. 
| Shes aſcverer Tyrant of her own, >, —_ 4 
Suſpicious of her beſt performancegſtill {421 of 
She fear'd ſhe err*d-31e/s Good was with ber; -- 3 
: And though fall fraught \ wich Maries graces, mY ; __ ” 2 
' | She would ber ſelf Afagdalens penayce ſer y\ 2M 


And waſh thoſe Tears with Tears z thus oftentimes 
More ſorrowing for ber- Prayers, then we for crimes, 
Bleſs me.1 bow croſs to-bers bath our courſe bin. | 
She monrri d for Innocence, we joy in fins 
Though theſe wat times RY bE 
"Even to Charity] it ſelf, yer ſhe 
As Coſtly was in Aims and Piety,” 
As City Madams are in Luxniy, 
And made more F:fi:s to the Poor, then thoſe - 
Do tothe Rich, when they've new.Coach & Cloaths, 


Thus-Good, thus Piews, ſhe's the happy Spouſe 
3 «Of Him, who kzew beſt bow to judge and chuſts 
.. " Falkland the Leary'd, whoſe meaneſt parts were gear. 
Enough to make AU otber Lords Compleat. 
- Nor did He wed her to joyn Fortunes: and 
E Tay P2gs to Bags, and couple Landsro Lands 


= 
af L 
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Her Zea/;and then 


| Her Faith HisReafon quali6'd agen, 
- Thus Two Elizirs "mingled ſaſely paſs, 


Whereas each fragile often breaks the G, 
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| THE VERTU OUS, 
: "Holy; Chriſtian 


'| LIFE and DEATH. 


_— — 


4x 


OF THE LATE LADY, 


1 LET 3 


Vi-Counteſs FaLxLanD. 


+ *© 


The boly Life and Death of the La- 
&yL tz T1cs Viconnteſſe F a 1. x- 
LAND, written in 4 Litter to her. 
JAother the Lady MOR1$S ON, at 
Great Tew in Oxford-ſvire.. 


AT is the deſire of ſome Ho- 
a nowrable Perſonages to have: 
RAS. an exat account of the 

N Death of your moſt. deax 
" Danghtir, the Lady: Fath-! 
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and death. | - 
 . And for the comforr of you , and forthe. 
| Jatisfaftion of them , T have gatheredito=. Þ} 
gether ſome ſcattered. particulars of her © } 
life , ſickneſs, and death, and bave ſent» 
them unto Jous | 133 5 8 Ip 2 
That the moſt precious perfume of her» 7 
_- - Ba - a = 


— — a 7 


Rs TRE 
I 


 -* 2  *Theholy Life and Death 

* mame, beingpowred ont (like $. Mary Mag- 
- dalens box of Spiknard) may fil.your, and 

#heir houſes. 
 Andthough this relation of ſo many e- 
Minent virzzes in her,would not (perhaps) 
have appeared ſo handſome from your 
own per ( becauſe ſo deepa ſhare of the 
| =_= belongs to you ) yet you. need not 
bluſh ac the delivering of ze; it may con- 
fiſt with your modeſty, tobe a witneſſe of 
The truth of theſe particulars ; though not 

£0 be a Pabliſzy Of them. 

— _Andif the memory of that moſt holy. 
Lady, continue precious amongſt us; and 
her holy example efficacipus with us; and 
God (who /anftified her here, and now g16- 
rifies her in heaven ) be magnified and ho- 
noured forhis mercies and graces,l have all 
Iaim ar. 

_ 1 ſhall note ſomewhat remarkable in che 
very beginning of her Chriſtian race; more, 
in her progreſs,and proficiency in ir;and then 

\ come to the laſt fages,when the crown, at 

KF. cheendofthe race, was (as it were; within 

= +ter fghtand view. _ — +4 

KF . Fhis«ie&# Lady ſet out early.in the ways 

 Bic:- of God , inithe dawn or morning of her 

EE: Ape: There was care taken while The was 


dn lh pr af 


HEY aki Rs pr, 275 
DE SOIL ASST po 8. - 2 On Kos ter? pn 


I  youog, that ſhe ſhould be brought vpia'_ 
- TVS >, 4 | 


the 


£ 


of the Lady Falkland, © 
the nurture and: admonition of the Lord; 
She camenot from her Nurſes arms, with- 7 
out ſome: knowledge of the principles of - .% 
Chriſtian religion. £5 3 
While ſhe was very young, hee -obedi- 
ence to her Parents ( which ſhe extended 
alſo to her, Aunt, who had ſome charge 
over her, in her Fathers houſe?) was very 
exact; and as ſhe ge. , ſo ſhe continued 
in this gracious, and'awfull temper of du- 
ty, and obſervance : Ihave heard, you ſay: 
(Madam) that you cannot remember-any; 
one particular, wherein at anytime, ſhe 
diſobeyed her Father, or you.. 
That her time-might not. be miſ-ſpent,. 
nor her employments-tedious0 her , the: 
ſeverall houres of the day had yariety of 
employments aſſigned to them: ;-and the: 
intermixing of- prayer , reading , writings. 
working, and walking, brought a pleaſure- 
to each of chem, in their courſes ;. ſothat - : 
the day was carryedabourt faſter, then. ſhe: - 
would , and ſhe begins in: this her youth, = 
to. abridge her ſelf of her ſleep, and: was 
oft-times at a book in her Cloſet, when the -  ; 
. was thought tobe inbed.. ' {4:4 . 2 
You remember well, I preſume, the 
Pxrſe her young fingers wrought for her- - 
own alms , and pg op portunately. ſhe-_ 
B.; would 


S 


19 
a. e 
© "a 
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4  Theholy Life and'Death 
would beg your ſingle money to fil it ; and 
as greedy ſhe was of emprying it too ; the 


_ poore ſeldome went from the houſe with- 


out the a/ms of the young dawghrer, as wel 
as of the Parents. © © 

And how conſtant ſhe was then , at her 
private Prayers, I gheſſe; by what 1 have 
heard from the keeper of your houſe ; 
when ſtrangers were in her own room 


where /h: ordinarily had hey retirements, 


he was'called to give her the key of ſome 
other chamber for that-purpoſe , at her 
boure' of Prayer ; ſhe would procure a new 
Oratery, rather then . owe, or. defer that 
" A | 

:- And how powerfull with God, the /if+- 
ting "wp" her pure hands every where, in 
this ' her. innocent Childhood was, ſoon 
ppeared. - For while her piety and hol:i- 
#3 was in this' bud, a violent attempt 


_ there was made to bjaſt it. About the 


wrieenth ' yeer of her Ape, there was a 
ſtorm ' of temptation raiſed in her, and 


-fome arguments the remprer had ſugge- 
Red to 0 


ted to drive þer to deſpaire of Gods mer- 
y towards her : :And this'T note the ra- 
er-; becauſe it is not. ordinary at fuch 


4 yeares, to have attained to that growth , _ 
- a5to be thought fit for thoſe encounters : 


| But 


of the Lady Faldand. > 3. 0 
But God upheld: this young twis, againlt - 
ſuch a rw, ad th pomp ent mays - 
fair tree: For after ſome anguiftof fpi- 
rit , and patience its thevombate, Taq ears 
neſt ; prajere, Gods: grace "wie ſhff 
her :\ and furely it was not- the; 
her hands, at this Age ; but Fe 
them, which-prevailed for her. | 
Some there are ,- whom God leads from 
the ſpirituall»£7 p15, t&Canann,' notby 
this way of the Philiſtines,/ leſt they ſhould 
repent when they ſee war , and turn' back 
again into «£gypt, Exod. 79 17. But het 
(it ſeems)- God trained. up ih this military” 
courſe; and from hey youth exerciſed vr, x 
Itr-it, that &# might beetpertatirs 
Aﬀer. this conqueſt, her ſox! enjoyed 
much peace and tranquility, and foe 'went 
on moſt cheerfully in boly duties, and tus 
fted much comfort , and' delight "in ehinws 
And her: heart was ever and afionſo:fall;, 
that out of the abundance of it, ſhe woukd 
ſay,0h what an incomparable (1 weerneſs there 
in the muſfick upon Davids Har lob; 
what heavezly joy there ir in thoſe \Pſalmes,: 
aid in prayers, and praiſes toGod! How amis 
able axethe romrts of Gods houſe; how wel- 
come the aayes of his ſolemn worſhip! + | 
— now nothipg can hinder heyfrom- 2 
hq + thoſe: : 
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thoſe holy Aﬀſemblics -' Every Loras day 


conſtantly, forenoon, and afternoon, /he 
would be with the carlieſt at them.: Some 
while (when fe wanted: a convenience of 
riding) ft walked cheerfully three or fonre 
_ mmiles a day, as young, and as weak, , as 
MF was,..to them: : ; Pa night be ac- 
counted the joyes, and: the refreſhments, 
which ber ſoulhad been partaker ofa, fuf- 
ficient recompence, for he extream -WEA- 
rineſs of her body, f 


And within a ſhort while, by readin 


good Authors , and by frequent converle - 


with learned men , /e improves (by Gods 
kelp) her natural talents of nnderſtandings 
and rea/ox', to a great degree of . wi/dome 
and knowledge. _. 

- .Andnow. theſe riches , of ber piety, wiſ- 
dom \, quickneſs of wit , diſcretion, judge» 
ment, ſobriety , and gravity of hehaviour, 
— - being once perceived by Sir Lucize Cary, 

ſeemed. Portion enough to him : Theſe 
were they , be priſed above worldly Inhe- 
ritances, - and” thoſe other fading acceſſi- 
' £ns, which moſt men court. -_ 
-.And.fte being married to him, riches and 
honour, .and all other worldly proſperity, 
flaw in: upon. her, and conſequently. tq 
_ proceed. in; holineſs and gealineſs growes 


an 


| en 
- 
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of the Lady Falkland. Ch I 


an harder task,. then before. it. ſeemed to- 
be:it being much more difficult -when riches 
and hononr thus increaſe, then,ot to ſet our: 
heart upon them.-. © | $75, 
Yet God enabled her by his grace for: 
this alſo; for when poſſeſſion was give: 
her of ftately Palaces, pleaſantly ſeated) . 
and moſt. curiouſly and fully. furniſh; . 
and .of.revenxes and. royalties anſwerable, 
though your. Ladyſhip hath heard her ac- - 
knowledge Gods great goodneſs towards: 
her, for theſe temporall.preferments z yer: 
neither yo, ..norany of her friends, could: 
perceive her heart any: whit exalted. with: 
joy for them. - 72 \* 
They were of the Babylonians retinueg. - 
who when they had ſeen Hezzkhzahs riches 
and treaſures, ſet their hearts upon them, - 


\ 


* 


Hay :39- this true Iſraclite reſerved her.- 4 


affeRions, for thoſe riches which nevet-_ 
fade, and for thoſe 'awe/ings, whichrare- 
above, where . the Cty is of -pare: Goldsi. 
and the. walls..garniſhed with. pretivness _. 
ſtones. | 4 
ae confluence. of all worldly felicitiess 
and contentments, did ſo little affe& her, - 
that there were.ſome ſeemed: diſpleaſed.; 
at it '; and then oe would attribute. much 2 
efit;to a melancholick diſeaſe ,:which was + 
he Bb Rn 
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F. © Hey proficiency and progrefſe Tfhall ac- 
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The holy Life and Death 


; _ - IS! 


then upon her; And'though 1 deny not, 
but that ſome worldly delights might-fal } 


by the hand'of her melancholy , yet doubt- 
lefle where the di/eaſe ſlew its handreds, 
grace flew its tex thouſands. | 
"And'ini this condition ſome years paſ- 


ſed, during which time , +2 was moſt con- 


Kant at' Prayers, and Sermons, and fre- 
_ quently” received the b/eſſed Sacrament ; 
and alth6ugh now, and then, /ze felt nor 
ber  wonted © fpirituall Comforts, but in 
Read of them had ſome a»pnifs, and bir- 


 Terolefs of ſpirir, yet by the adviſe of good 


Divines, and -by her ordinary help of 
Prayer, ſve recovered ſoon her peace and 


>Thus"in ſeveralt conditions of yonth, 
and Tipeyeares of virginity, and marriape 
and amongſt contrary temprations, of ad- 


_ verſity , and proſperity ; affiiftion, and 


$3? 


rt, ſhe continues that courſe of 


3 boty Life , which ſe had begun ; a great 


Proficiency , anda far progreſſe this : yet 
Icrave leaveto reckon it all jmto her be- 
inning , for this was but flow in reſpet 


. of that great agility , and quick ſpeed, be 
attained unto, inthe other part of her /pi- 
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of the LadyFalkland:.. | 
evofintfrom'that time ; when her proſperity 
began 'to- abite./;- when -{Hor';dear "Lord, 
and moſt beloved H»/ba»d,;” that he-mighe. 
be like Zebulon,(a ſtudent he/prug the Lord 
againſt the mighty, Indge,'5. 14, ). went: 
om, his. Library tothe Camp ; from þ1is- 
Book and Pen, to his Sword'and Spear;antd 
the conſequent of that,an wevitable neceſ- 
ſity , that /92 muſt now be divorced from: 
him , for a while, whom {be loved more: 
then all the things of this world ;: this was. 
a lad beginning :. but that cotall divorce. 
which, ſoon after , death made between. 
him and her , that he ſhould. betaken away: 
by an untimely death , and by a violent: 
death too, this, this was a+ moſt ſore afflt-- 
Aionto her ; thefame ſword. which killed: 
him , pierced her heart alſo. 0 ns 
And this heavy affliction ' which 'God: 
ſent upon her , ſhe interpreted for aloud 
call from heaven, to a further proficieacy.1- 
piety and virtue. "7 DOB TH, SP. 
And yet- ze feares it-may'be a pumſh-- - 
ment alſo upon her, for ſomeſin, or other,, 
and therefore ſtriAlyexamines-her /e/f,and 


ranſeks every corner of hey - heart 4 to 


finde out wherein ## had provoked God: 
to lay this great aMiMion ow ber-;and-to- 
make ſure, fir reaues ber repantance for 
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— T he holy Life and Death 
| 41 yer tranſgreffions ; -and ber godly ſorrow - 
for her fins paſt," is 25 freſh, AS Fic had bin 
; for the ſins of yeſterday. | 
 -— And: now /e addreſſes her /elf to a 
Divine of great eminency for piety, and 
tearning ; and from him ſhe takes dire- 
Qtions for a more ſtri&t courſe of life in 
this ber /idowhood, then formerly ; now 
Joe forgetting qufite - what was behind, 
prefſes. forward to what was before, and, 
as..if fie had done nothing yet, /be begins 
INeW. Tr | - . | 
And though the greateſt and chiefeſt 
part of her Chriſtian work, was locked up 


8 cloſe withio her /e/f, and ſome of ir very 


NKudiouſly , and induſtriouſly concealed by 
her. (that />e might be ſure no degree. of 
vainglory ſhould creep upon her with 
' tt) yet wxch of it appeared, by the effecs, 
- -. .andts now forced to come abroad before 
b., ID © 6] | : 


Her firſt and orand employment was, 


I toreadand underſtand, and then ( to the 


- utmoſt of her ſtrength.) ro praiſe our 
moſt bleſſed Savionrs Sermon upon the 
* Mount, in the fife, xt, and ſeventh Chap» 
ters of Saint /Aatthew's Goſpel; and. having, 


oF readover a moſt compleat (though com- 


. . pendions. Comment ) upon that . Sermon,. 
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which the bearir#des are annexed. . - 
|; And her mercifnlneſs was none of thoſe 
virtues, Which foe. could at all conceal 
| from us; much of her eſtate ( we ſaw) 
given yearly to thoſe of her Kindred, which 
were capable of Charity from her : And 
ſome of her neer neighbours , who were 
very o/d, and. not able to work ; orvery 
young , and not fit for work, were wholly 


&5ſing-it, and began with thoſe v5renes, to 


maintained by her : To other poor children: 


"*, 
foe ſet forthwith, upon the work: of pre- 


Aa CFR 6th POO EOS I OE TWP OE 0M Jet 6 
DOTS $9 20 RY TOR Oy" LI ROT ENTER 
Fe - 4 o Es fs Fr Crip 


ſve contributed much , both for their /piri- - 


tuall, and their remporall wel-being ; by 
execing a Schoole for them, where tliey 


were to be taught both to read, andto- 


work, : much care ſhe took, that no man; 

or woman, or childe ſhould want employ-. 

ment, that their own hands might bring 

them in a competent ſubſiſtence ; and ac- 

caunted that the beſt contrivement of her 

eſtate, which fer moſt poor le. on 

| work: 
[ regarded her own detriment in it. | 

' _ So that her principal care- herein, was: 


all fin and wickedneſſe) fot by another-con. 
trivement.' of her eftate, ſhe miglit haye 
received more. profit ,' and thereby baye 

| a - in 4 . | | ' 1 


for if it were to their profit, fee little 


to keep them from Idleneſle (that roor of - 


- 
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"oh - T he holy Life and Death 
been better able, to relieve them , though 
by this only, ſe was able to fer them on 
work, 

A moſt eminent piece of mercjfulneſſe 

-- this, where corporal! and /pirituall mercy 
. . went topether,and wi/dome guided both. 

©, And for the pooy at home, and for frax- 

Fers at the dore, ſhe was very charitable 

1n feeding the bungry , and refreſhing the 

faine and weak, ; and for clothing the 
naked , in ſome extremities you uld. 
ſee this Lady her ſelf. goe up and down 
the houſe, and, begge garments from hey 

Servants backs, (whom Pe requited ſoon. 

after with new) that the poor might not 

Soe naked, or cold from her dore : So 

that ſhe was not only a liberall 4/moner: 

to the poor , bur alſo an earneſt Se/iciror 
for them + And when it was objected, 
that mapy #4!e and wicked people, were 

by this courſe of charity, relieved at her 

*bouſe, her anſwer was; 7 know not- their 

hearts, and in their outward carriage and 

ſpeech, they all appear to me good. and vir- 
tuores ; and 1 had rather relieve five un-- 
worthy Vagrants , then that ove member of 

Chriſt ſbould goe empiy amay ; And for 

harboring ſtrangers , the many inconveni- 

encies, ordinarily enſuing-upon- it, could” 

Wn = not. 


of the Lady Falkland. | T3 


" not deter her from it; ſometimes for ſome * 


weeks together, they were entertained by. 


her. 


And fince her death, I hear of plentifull 
reliefe, here, at London, and at Oxford, ſent 
privately to Priſons, and needy perſons, 


with a ſtri& charge that irc ſhould not be 


known from whence it came ; She wonld 
not have her left hand know, what her right 
hand gave. þ HS 

And this her wereifulneſs conld nothbe 
bounded within the limits of friends, it 
extended it felf to her enemies to0 : when 


there were ſome ſtore of them taken Pri- 


ſoners by the Kings Souldiers, and in great 
need, 5: conſulted how ſhe might ſend 
reliefe to them : and when it-was anſwe- 
xed, that ſuch an a# would raiſe jealoufies 
(in ſome) of her loyalty to His Majeſty; ſhe 
replied, No man wil ſuſpe& my loyalty, 
becauſe I relieve theſe Priſoners, but he. 
would ſuſpett my Chriſtianity, if he ſhould 


fee me relieve a needy Turk , or Jew 1 how-. 


ever, I bad rather be ſo miſunderſtood, (if 
#his my ſecret Almes ſhonld be known) then - 
that any of mine enemies ( the worſt of them) 
ſhould periſh for want of it- POTEN SEES 
And this one inftance, and reaſon-of 
hers,isground enough to believe ,. nd Rn 
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I4 T he hol [y-Life and Death 

- Jed'not to-reheveher engmies, as often as 
ocealion required. | 

- But beyond all, her mercifalneſſe to- 
wards the fick,- was moſt laudable : her 
proviſion. of Antidetes againſt infetion, 
and of: Cordials, .and other ſeverall forts 
of -Phyſich for ſuch of. her neighbours as 
ſhould need. them, amounted. yearly, to 
very. conſiderable ſummes : And though in 
diſtributing ſuch medicinal proviſiont, her 

| hand was very oper, yet it was cloſe e- 
nough in applying them, 4er £4z/ ( indeed) 
was-more then.ordinary, and her warize(5 
£00.. 

. When afty.of. the poor neighbours were - 
lick, /4s had a conſtant care, that they. 
ſhould neither want ſuch 7e/ief , nor ſuch 
attendance, as' their weak condition cal- 


led for, and ( if need were) ſe hired Ner-- | 


ſes to ſerve. them : And her own frequent 
viſiting Of the pooreſt. Cortapers , and her 
ready /ervice to them, on their. /ichabed, .. 
argaed as.great bumility, as mercifulne(s 
in her ; yet the Bookes of ſþiriruall exhor-- 

' tations, ſhe carried in her hand to theſe fck. 
perſons, declared a further deſign fe had.” 
| therein, of promoting them. towards hea-. 

_ ven, by reading to them, and by admini- - 
ſtring words of holy counſellto-them : There _ 
"Ea 6 Iss 
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isno ſcaſox-more fit ( hewould ſay). for 
ſowing good ſeed, then this ; while- the 
ground of theirhearts is. ſoftned,, and mel- 
ting with ſorrow, and ſickneſs; And togain 
this advantage. it was, that /5e was ſoffe- 
quent 2 Viſiter of the ſick, going day after 

ay, to their bed-fide + This Honourable 
Lady hath been obſerved ſitting in a Cot» 


tage, waiting the ck womar leiſure, ' till 


the lambers and fits were over , that foe 

might read again-eo her, and finiſh the 

work /be had begun. | FE 
And of late when /-: could not doe this 


| yon. ebue, i» her own perſon (ſhe growing 
ickly and weak ) yet - would doe itſtill . 


by proxie : for ſome of her friexds or ſer- 
vants were deputed by hey , to goe to 


the jak, with her Books too, daily ; and - _ 


now and then moſt of her family ( who 


. were fit for ſuch an imploymnanky were 


ſent abroad on this errand. ex 
Thus ordinarily in all her workes of cor- 


5 porall mercy, ſhe added workes of ſpirituall 


wercy too ; relieving the wants of the b0- 
dy, and of the /o! together , infirufting, 
and exhorting , and earneſtly per/wading 
the poor .and the. fick, to ſome- v3rewe 0 
other, for their /ou/es health, * 2 
-Herein following the command in this 
Sermon, 
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us © The holy Life aud Death 
Sermon, and alſo the example'of the Prea- 


cher, our moſs bleſſed Saviour : who, when 


he cured the diſeaſes of the body, cured the 
diſeaſes of that infirm /ox/too ;, and atthe 
fame time, with oneword, adminiſtred ts 


the /ich and impotent , both health and | 


. grace: our Saviours prattiſe is the gloſs up- 
on: his own Text ; And this hanudmaid of 
his, was for the text, and this g/ofſe too:of 
mereifulneſſes: oo 1\ $423 

And as for thz, fo for meebyeſsallo, for 
was moſt eminent : ſhe -was {econd to none 
of her Sex,and Age(l believe)among us,for 
perſpicacity of nnderſtauding, &clearneſs of 
jnagement ;- yetas far from ſelf-ronceit, as. 
from ignorance : hey wont indeed wasup- 
on debates, to objerill all arguments, ſhe 
could:think on, - to the contrary , were fa- 


vY 4 


_  tisfied ; and when that was once done, no | 


 cavill was heard, but her affent readily 
Siven ; and this ready /#bmiſſion of her 
' juagment , to the beſt reaſons, I mention, 
for the meekneſs of her und:rſtanding : 
herein this Lady excelled ſome of the 
chiefeſt Ravbies , that her - knowledge did 
gor puff #Pp, but eaifie. BY Es 

_ -- And her underſtanding leading the way 


Win meekre/? , her will chearfully followed 


mit to00 ; as ſoon as her underſtanding was 


OY _— fatiſ. 
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of the Lady Falkland. 17 
ſatisfied, hex #il* bowed preſently and 0- 
beyed : ſb: ſeldome denied to doe, what 
foe was Convinced was fit to be done. © 
The greater difficulty was with her af- 
feRtions : her naturall temper ſhe would oft 
complain inclined her to anger ; and be- 
ing ſo well aware of it he moſt diligently 
obſerved her ſelf, and did in a great de- 
gree conquer that froward inclination : and 
that good meaſure' of ' mrrekneſs (in this 
kind) which be attained unto , was the 
more commendable, becauſe of the many 
great difficulties ſhe met with, in it. 
Then for peaceableneſſe : a5 much as in 
her lay, and as far as was poſſible , ſh: had 
peace with all men ; ſb: ſuffered her ſelfe to 
be' defrauded, and damaged in her Eſtate, 
rather then 5: would Afanier a debtor, 
by ſuits at law ; for peace is equivalent(faid 


. ſhe) to the /umme detained. 


And for differences in Law among 0- 
thers, where /:- was not a Party, her 
Chriſtianity engaged her to wiſh, and en- 
deavonr for reconciliation amongſt Zre- 
thren , but eſpecially, when controverſies 
aroſe between Nei ghbors, and Pariſhioners, 


Joe made uſe of all her power and art, to 


reconcile them. 
"And foe had her Antidotes here too, - 
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well as ber medicines; to prevent” conteuaſpU T 
t:0n5,45 well as to cure: ther. -It coſt hen cc 
a good ſum, your Ladyſhipknowes,a while 
fince to prevent. a. contention , /be foreſaw 
ariſing among the »eighhours, about the 
choice of a Pariſ6 Officer : ſb: hired onezand 
all was: peaceable and quiet. _—- 4 
' Thus ſve hangred and thirſted after peace, 
and after righteouneſs too: ; as the chaſed, I # 
wearied , and faint hart after the water : 
Ct 

, 

V 


FO EN, wn 
{vr GN 
$453 2 


; brooks, ſo her. /oul ſeemed to /ong after 
HH righteouſneſs ; frequently panting, Oh why. 
= an 1 not ? oh how ſhall I be ? oly when ſhall. 
I be perfeft, as my. heavenly Father is per = 
And for patient ſuffering. : Of late ſho 
was ſeldom free from hi, or that trou- 
bles/prrituall af fiiftions,and ſorrows, or bo- 
ily infirmities, of weakneſs and fickneſs,or 
worlaly loſſes, in hereſtate, one, or-more. 

of theſe, or ſuch like preſſures were con- 
ſtantly heavy-upon her, yet little diſtur- 
bance, no-.impatiexce at. all. could be per- 
ceived in. her ; I have ſeen them als upon: 
ber together, and yet her. patience trium+ 
- Phingover them all. + . --, | 
-,.- There were. who thought: her in-love- 
, with ſuffering, when /be refuſe {FOR 

contribution money. againſt the King, an 

= : ſuffered. 


; 


: : 
4 . 
, : 


Ef # 
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x Mfiffered her fock of great value to be ſei- 
Fed on, rather then ro pay ſome /irele rax, 
leFwhich was demanded: This (I fay) was 
Schought: (much '; had not carr5ing + the. 
efCreſs, when it is ihevitably layd on, beef 
d Benough : but thus to meer the Croſs , and: 
BrakeTt ap, thus forwardly to ſuffer damage, . 
Tather then 6blemiſh her obedience and loy-. 
alty,chis was her pradtiſe; and therefore till 
the Kirg himſelf granted an indulgence, © 
8 /e patiently fuffered whatſoever damage 
, E-came upon her ; ſtill refuſing to -pay cox» 
tribution to the neighbonrinig Garriſons,: 
which were againſt him, th 
And now after the exerciſe of all theſe 
virtues im this high degree, fuch a Poverty 
of ſpirit was apparent in her, as was moſt 
admirable :: upon all occafions bewailing 
her weakneſſes, and lamenting her ſpirituall _ 
wants : There were ſome about her, who" 
| had an holy emulation to be like her, in 
theſe, and ſuch like graces and virtues, and - 
fo: hach now and then overheard them, 
wiſhing, that they were - as forward, as 
ſhe :; and her conſtant reply was, Ch ye. 
are not ſo backward i yet wiſh your ſelves 
better; ye know not how vile and: corrupt 
my heart is : So that in fome reſpes be 
accounted her ſelf the greateſt of fnners; 
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ol Life and Death - 


er ſelf, then of the lenſt of Saints; a welz 
wiſher towards ho/ixe/7,and a beginner till, 
Thus /- daily. practiſed theſe graces 
and -virtxes, to which our Saviour annex- 
eth ſuch ſpeciall 4/:Jizgs ; and ſtudied to, 
be ſtif more and more perfetin them, with 
as much diligence, as the Scholar doth his 
Zeſſon , and with as much /#cce/5 and good 
ſpeed too, A 5 

_ And from this Sermon of our beſſed 
S$avienr , ſh: learned that duty of Prayer ;. 
and her. chief practiſe thertsy, ſhe could. 
not conceal from us neither, which was, 
asfollows... | 

Furſt, Ge ſpent ſome howres every day in 


her private devotions, and meditations :. 


and theſe were called, (I remember) by 


thoſe of her family, her bufie howres ; prai-: 
" ers, her buſineſs ; Martha's employment,was- 


her recreation , ſhe had ſpare houres for it ; 
AMaries , was her buſineſs. | 

Then her aids came into her Cham- 
ber early every mornings, and (ordinarily 
ſhe paſſed about an houre with 'them ; In 
praying., and catechifing, and inſtrutting. 
them ; To theſe /ecrer and private pray- 
ers, the publick, IMorving and Evening 


_ prayers of the Church, before dinner, and 


. ſupper ; 


from them! all ;-1f. fo 
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ſupper ; and another form, (together with 


reading Scriptures, and (inging.P/alms)be+ 
fore bay rime , were daily. arid conſtantly 
added. | 7; 


. And. fo tri was/be for the obſerving. © 


of theſe ſeverall howres of Prayer, that a 
charge was given her ſeruaxts tobe fre- 
quent, (if their occaſions -permitted) at 
every of them .4 However, /ve would not 
endure: that any one home -be- abſent 
obſerved any ſuch, 
ſhe preſently ſent for them , into her 
Chamber ; and con/ecrated another houre 
of Prayer , there, purpoſely for them: 
And. fe. would pray with thoſe ſervants ' 
privately , cre he went to Bed, who had 
not prayed publickly with | ber, thar 
Day. £210 pebey 
To pray with David, ſeven times a day, _ 
or with Daniel three times , 15 expected 


_ perhaps only from ſuch perſons, as have 


lea[ure and opportunity : but with Levi tor 


_ offer up 1lorning and Evening ſacrifice 


every day, this ſhe required from the bus . 
ſteſt larvae in the houſe, that at the dwr- _ 
£0ings 0t.the Morning and Evening, every 
one ſhould praiſe God and call pre, 
name, | : 

.Neichec were theſe holy offices ' appro- 
. | priate 
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22 Theholy Life and Death 
priate tO her menial ſervants, others came 
fe ely to joyn with them, and her Oratory 
was as Open tO the hetghbors, as her Hall 
. Was, | = 
'-"Onthe Lords- day fir roſe in the Mor- 
- -» ning earlier then ordinarily ; yet enjoy- | 
ned her ſelf fo much private duty, with her # 
ehilaren and ſervants, (eximining themin 
the Sermons, and Catechiſings, &c.) and | 
with her own ſoul, that' oftentimes the day | 
was too ſhort for her ; and then I have 
known her. r;/e two or three houres before || 
day, on the Monday, to ſupply what 'was 
left #xdone, the day before. 
- Todiſpole her ſelf the better for the re- 


ligious keeping of the Lords day, (as well 

.as for- other /pirirzal ends) I preſume it 

- was, that /oe ſo ſolemnly ny Sa- 
ſelf fi 


rurday; that day ſhe ſequeſtred her rom 
company, and from worldly employment, 
_ and came ſeldom our of her C lo/er , till to- 
' wardsevening, and then the Chaplain muſt 
deuble the {cerifice -' prayers ſhe had and 
_- Catechifing both. © $ 
- Andtheother Holy dayes of the Church, 
| B+ punQually obſerved : and when the 
pablick, duties were performed by- the\ 
Congregation , On thoſe days, ſhe releaſed 
her ſervants to their-recreations , _— 
\FSTE.- FE $4 Ther 


POO” 4 Or OO 4 7 von re PO OE Bn TM METS en RT, Fe Fe "7 
\of the LadyFalkland; 3 2 
their particular Occafionr'; laying; ' Theſe | 


days are yours, and as due to 108, 45 ordinary 
days to my imployments;; and wilt notbe 
unjuſt to encroach upon:;yowr ſeverads , "by 

-= expedingany work from-you. '-. i 

- 7 And: on theſe Holy days:/be trejoyced. : 
r ©} much, at the advantage fe gained ,.of go» | 
ny ingto her poor »alearned neighbonrs.with 
{4 her Book; now their plow and their wheel 
5k (ſaid ſhe) (my atk and they are:atgood 
© | 0 
e 
\ 


teifure, .to hear ſome good /eſſans 'read' to 
them, | 4 5 8.5 J 
- And her ſtrianeſs was exemplary in © 
keeping the Faſts of the Charch, andſuck - 
days .as were appointed for ſolemn haumi- 

| liation : young and old. noble,and mean, fred 

and bond, in her family, muſt obſerve thens 
duly ; the Nizivites were her pattern; botly - 

for outward and-1nward humiliation. \ 

: And ſince our calamities increaſed upon 

- | U5,/: often wiſhed, that /awfall axthority 

| could'vore « fit;, that not only-the ſecond 

\ Fridays, butalſo the /aſt redveſdaysine- 

very Moneth, ſhould be kept ſolemnly 

| throughout the land ; that-our Fafts were 

] doubled, as wel as-our troubles. S614 

Fs And her care to prepare hey ſelf: for 

| the receiving of the holy Sacrament, of our: 

moſt bleſſed Lords Supper, was moſtcom» 

mendable, 
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mendable,and moſt punQuall : oftentimes 
ferxples andifears aroſe in her , tending to 
eep her backfrom: that heavenly banquet ; 


and fe (having, upon examination of 


them, reaſon enough, (as we thought) to 
conclude, that they were temprations from 
the Devill, whom fe perceived labouring 
amain, to deprive her of that frength and 
comfort, which ſve hoped to receive from 
that ſacred ordinance) neglefted them all, 
and preſented her ſelf with. an h#mble and 
trembling heart, atthat bleſſed Sacrament ; 
and theſe fears and ſcruples in her, occa- 
ſioned this peremprory reſolation from her, 
that fe would not ( by Gods help) thence- 
forth omit any opportunity of communica- 
zing - Thus while the Devil is #2dermining 
to weaken her , ſhe is countermining to 
ffrengthen her ſelf more againſt him ; 
which re/o/ution ſhe conſtantly kept at 
home, and ( lam told) at Oxford, and 
London too ; The firſt inquiry almoſt after 
herjourney thither, was, where, and when 
is there -a Communion ? and ſometimes /be 
Co to the other end of the City 
or if, | 

At:home her Servarits were all moved 
co: arcompany her to the Sacrament , and 
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their names to hey',-two or three d e. 
fore ; and from thence, fe applied ber ſelf 
to the inſtruQing of them; and-fbe- knew 
well, how ty adminiſter to every onetheir 
particular portion ; and /everall exhorta» 
tions /be had for /everall perſons whom ſhe 
had power over. 6/10 
Yet fe truſted not in her: own inftru- 
Qions of them, but defired the Chaplains 
help alſo to examine then; :and:co 3nſtru# 
them farther ; and her care was' ſo'to or- 
der her domeſticall occaſions, that all thoſe 
Servants, who were to receive the Sacrge 
ment, ſhould have the day before it free 


from their ordinary work, that they might . | 


have better leiſure for that ſpirienal work 
ment. | ey 

And. after the holy Sacrament , ſhe cal- 
led them together again, and” gave 
them ſuch exhortations as were ptoptr 


And this very care and piety iN fandily- | 
duties, was ſo highly eſteemed"of in 4 


braham, that God made him one of his-pri- 


vy councefl ( as I may ſo ſay )' for thata=- 


lone, Gey, x8, 17. And might notthe fin- 
gular wiſdowand deep knowliilge of divine 
connſels ," and heavenly myſteries 
om by C2 
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this daughter of > Abrabam ld , be a re- 
ward of thaticare to inſtru her Chil/drey, 
_andbouſtoldin:the ways of God ? 
:;2/Verwhile-Peis:thus religiouſly and pi- 
ouſly:imployed in this good profecrency, and 


far progreſs; going on from grace to grace, 


from virtue to virtue; God hath a further 
deſigne upon her', another affli&:on to 
quicken her yet more, * | TIT? 
Aer: young:and moſt Wear ſon: Lorenz 
 (whom| God had: endowed. with the choi- 
. ceſt of nataral abilities, and to. whom-her 
affetions were: moſt tender, by reaſon of 
thoſe fair. b/oſſomes of piety, oe perceived in 
him) God takes away fromber.. + ': 
.-\This\added to her former 'rroubles, of 
the loſs. of her Hyſband, of her crofles 
in the »or/d, and of her ſpiritual affiiftions 
(wich came often upon her) makes the bur- 
then moſt heavy;; ſhe was bruiſed. with 
affiations before, but now ſhe fears being 
gronnd to powaer. G, 
. Now ſhe weeps and mourns all the day 
long, and at might alſo waters her conch 
with tears ; and weeping, ſaith, Ah ! this im- 
moderate ſorrow muſt be repenttd of , theſe 
teare-wept over again: and; this quick ſenſe 


of diſpleaſing/God, by this deep griefſoon 


allayed tl -Yehemency of it. Ang no 
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, F Gdient-for-her, that ome of thoſe-we 
| comforts ſve, moſt delighted-5», ſhould. be 
taken away-from her, that her converſation 
may, be: yer more:/prituuh,andboaneyty, 


OR TK 


ben\t0:2 Sreatermertsfrontion to, the maria, 


* and to-a'nearer' conformation: t0. Chriſt, 2 


ber Lord; 50) (il . vw 290-08 
0 Yet;ſtilkber:fatrow- for her ſenyh ſome 


what exorbitant, (/fz;fears,)fand therefore - 


luigoes: to: her ghoſtly Phyſitian agail., 
and -.acquaints: hims\ with the violence-q 

thoſe. firs of ſorrow, which of late:-had; {els 
zed upon-her., for the' death of her Sontth;; 
and ve with .hisimedicinal connſell, andadh 


region, by: Gods help. curd this hex iy 


ſemper; and- antidetes he preſcribed too, t 
prevent a relaps into this malady of eaxce > 
fue griefy - |: _ | —_—_— 
Now ſhe confeſſes. that this wg FR 
e40-was molt-fir for, her ,.and 
weuld! proye:-moſt behooffulltous,. 
therefore ſhe labours to put on 5oy...nftead: 
of lorrow > 2 and comfart- un Ntead of, woure 


* 


. 


SHOE; 
abate | ge 4 


| = the things of this waild;andthatines exper 


3 and; therefore\this.«ftif#5or ſeemed t9,calk *:-” 


E 14 


3 Ang. 


pes. runs ls; every one thave pr > yrs ; 
moſt-notable- though ſodain- change in 
b— : fad. para _— ay conver 
4-108 not wifibly changed upon the 
d- words of E the Prophet aayery 
rning the Samuel foe ſhould obenin, 
then hers now is, after the /o/s of one. 

- Thus Ged made the medicine moſt ſave. 
reign'to her,” and the avtidore too; forT 
rely behey ſhe never after felt an y fit of 

diſeaſe ; and though fre wept of- 
ren for ber rears ſo profuſely ſpent former- 
ty upon her Sons hearſe, yetafter this, not 
' a fear more ſhed over it,, —- 
And with this extraordinary: cheerful- 
a M- takes wp a moſt firm reſolution of a 
farther progreſs in holineſs and piety , and 
_ adrefles = ſelf to'run theſe latter ages 
if ber Chriſtian race, with greater ſpeed, 
_ thei f&-hal ſhewed in any of the former: 
and*thereupon Se begins with a moſt 
diligent ec e> mee to conform her life ex- 
attty , and univerſally to the moſt holy 


05 Gog. 
"Boe abs Devil, who before: envied her 
tt). er proficiency much more, 
2h moſt ge ro hinder hes perfetti- 
on; and therefore upon this her renmed 
purpoſe 


LY " 5 


_ purpaſe of more exatF obedience ,,4 


- fbe had mocked God with-a conneerfeir 26 


bd y- So 4 5 9D Dd 


 mind,and joy of heart, ſhews to herfriendg, 


- 


WP I. . 
ps 2 as: © IN SW ets '<\\ —_ 2 OY EE ICE 1h TINT 
CY EET” os TV * 0 SES PE : NG FS 25 val = TI 
" bY. 1H » YR; by ke ' = : : ws 
NS" A. os V6 « 
- 275% ” = = I F 5 : þ 
Be P. "42-4 . 4 WO : 
k #4 3.4 - - 
G « . Y 
. 
*, 
: ; % ;-"M 
$ 
; : : *: ; k p: 
rn, 
# L '2 , : Y . . Ps V7 
N G 8 — - 
V5 
= 
x 
/ 


aſſaults her. with | fierceneſs 
ſtrongly rempring her ,.to think 
had deceived her Fur all this while, a 


nd thas- 


pentance, which was noway acceptable ts: 
him. _ ; Is % 
And an Argwment was brought to-this  } 
purpoſe, which was ſo-fully ſutablete-the _ 
tenderneſs ofher own ſpirit, that itis bard 
to ſay , whence it proceeded. - . 

And this it was ; iny grief for my Sunest 
vs = been = welognans , as that, — 
ther day, - for the death of my Savne, I wept 
not (o bitterly for _ 251 did for that g 
and therefore , that my reponzavce is not 
acceptable. 12. : . 

And in this a»guif6 of pirit, fbe haſtens 
to her learned friend again, and "begg 
counſel and direFion on hins,. and after 
devout: Prayers and holy Conferences; t& - : 
ceived full comfort and tborow ſatisfattiong 
and returns home now as vijbly liftedup 


\ 0 % 


from the arcep pir of anguiſh, and di/quint | 
of /pirit,as ſhe was the other day,fromthe 
valcy of ſorrow : and with tranquillity of 2 


» 


both how ſhe ſunk, and how ſhe was raie; 3 


Ga 


Yi And nt having by the help of her God 
apr over this wall, and overcome this dif- 


« 


; 3 ficulcy, with much cheerfulneſ5 of [pirir, /he 

| ©Enters'up6n the praftiſe of what /e had 

Iaft+refolvedon; This mes though tt 
e 


Kaied her a while, yet /er an edge upon her 
© veſolation, and ſhe ſoon recovered that 
wherting time. And foe begins by a moſt 
ſharp morrification ; to obey the call of her 
haſt 41ftidtion. . pI G- | 
- The vanity of apparel and dreſſes ſhe had 
ent anger, and after her Hasbands 
eeath, the richneſs of them too. Theſe 
| {and her booking-glaſſes with the women in 
' . Fhe law, Exod. 38.8.) the had laid by, 'for 
| . _. The ſervice 'of the T abernacle ;' what ſor 
= ſpared inthefe, be beſtowed upon the poor 
 WHemberi.of Chriſt, -and now ſe begins to 
'* eitoff al worldly pompalſo. . 
:32Jn ber. Hoxſe 1:in her Retinge, and at her 
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that fate: (which her quality might have 
excuſed)that(with Dorcas the /idow) ſhe 
"night be full of good works; and more dc- 
izghtifhe':takes'to fee - her Revenues now 

ntamong: a'crowd of - Aims-men and 
womens aber dore; then by a throng. of Ser- 
= wansinberhouſe ;it was. a greater joyto 
= S#er,that ſhe could maintain poor children at 
= 15 "- their 
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Fable; and otherwiſe! ;; ſhe denies hex ſe /f 
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their? Rooks, brand thainwhyk then 10 have 
P age. antl Gennlermaren $Rr her Arrencr 
ants, = Theſe expenter ſheiknew would be 
better allowed, 1n her Bill of Acconnts, a& 
the general Andit,then thoſe.other ; 1Lwas 
ber. pomp awd: jey 39 mortifie all u(cle/s pomp 
of S;ate, and 411-de/ight in Conrrtly, vanitiete 

- /And;now' her Anger too. (which was + 
7 cruſhed before.) muſt be wholly /ubdneds, 
J andtathat purpoſe ee ſolicitoufly ayoids 

| all inquiries; and all. diſcourſe which ſor 
feared would provoke her.to immaderate” 
anger-:-and when /be feeles it ſtrugling tos 1 
ariſe in her ,. then preſently ( either by fi+ _ : 
lence, or by diverting to anothermatter)} - _; 
foe labours to ſtifle it,.. 

\ And whileſheris: ſuppreſſing the finful- 
neſs of this "paſſion, ſhe undertakes alſo, 
that moſt difficult. task.” of raming - the- 
rongue. :. And as it is. neceſſary with aura 


% 
Ld 
* 


| ly beaſts, ſhebegins roughly with it, ties 1 


* OF kn Oh. 


oo I cb bois. >. - nAS _ 


up; with: a;moſt: ſtrong», re/o/ution,. 9 
, MFearce ſuffers. :t. r0/peak,, leſt ſhe ſhould: - 
þ offend with her tongae:thus for ſome.while 
| it was ſtraightned,. and. then ſhe /ooſ#d it a 
little with theſe two cautions,,; . 1... 7 
. \Sirſt;”that. ic ſhould. quer [peak;evidl E oj 
| _ - auj man, though truly ,, but, onely. upon:a |} 
defigne of charity ,. to reclaim himfrom thats _ 


\ - Fo 
—_ 


|, 33 Theboly LifrandDedth 
Evil: And becanſeitis not ordinary to re 


-. 


yed it ; /be accounted it a'crime to /peak. 
evil falfly of any man; and it went fo 
lanaer with her ( as wel it might) to ſpeak, 
evit truly of*any one, unleſs it were in 
. . The ſecond cantion her rongne had, was: 
Shar, « much as was poſſible, it ſhould keep: 
-, In every idle word, and ſpeak ont only that 
. which was to edification. ! 
* © The Theſſalonians were famous for ſpea- 
Rag © the eafication one of another, 
2 Theſſ. 5.21. and this Theſſalonian lan- 
gage our good Lady ſtadied, with as much. 
adlis *=;A nag} ogg as we ordinarily 
© Mudya arep /[crence, or a gainfull myſtery © 
3 Ht how he ts yery A jt Ss 
= Apoſtle exhorts) and, where /he canme 
F _ rule the diſconrfe to edificatior, fhe fits fi- 
S Z7nt, and refrains evey from good world, 
* 7:v7hit br pain andgricf to ber, © +5 
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_ Ehaim any' vicious perſon}; in his ab/exce, 
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| fhe was unworthy to enjoy any thing; for- 
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| of the Zady Falkland. 28. I 

*  Andoflate-fe diſtinguiſhe between ci 
vil, and ſpiritual edification, and ſcarcely 
allowed her ſelf diſcourſes for civil edificder: | 
501 of hey friends, or neighbors in worlds 1 
ly matters : Spiritual edification in heavens _ 
ly things was all her aim-- 012803 
And her care was the ſame'in: writsnfy,. 
as in/peaking ;: not a vain, not anidit word! . 
muſt ſlip from her pex;:/be thought nother” | 
ſoul clean,if there were ſucha blot ir6ber pa- 
per. Inher Letters, no: ſavour of comple- 
ment at all, and ſhe judged' her ſe/Ff guilty * 
of a rreſpaſs, if ſhe ſubſcribed her ſelf, "Tome, - ; 
ſervant ,to whom ſhe was not really ſo--';* 
And for that. other remperance itv ditfy.. | 
as well as in/peech,. ſhe was very eminent... : 
A ſmall dofis , of meat. or drink; and of 
ſleep, and'eaſe, ſufficed ber, TER 
In faſtings often, in watching often ;: ant »-*7 
temperate ſhe was, in an-high degree, com  -; 
rinnally,, And theſe were ſure meansforr . 
the-mortification of her appetites: and as 
far from daintineſs as from intemperancs,, - 
and both that, and this,- notonly inarare 2 
of her health, and in: reſpe& of. God? com » 
mandement, but alſo out of a: Conſciouſneſs” 2 


(as ſve would now and thenintimate) that 


. 


qnantity Or quality, above. the m 
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34 6 oly Life and Death 
*-> And together with theſe wortifications 
" "Df ber affettions to honour and ſtate ;and of 


' Rakes the mortification of her natural A fﬀe- 
Sionto ber Children and Friends,and keeps 
* LChatfrom its wonted exorbitancy : It ſoun- 
* - Medvery-harſhly,, to ſome of her deareſt 
'- Friends, when ſhe ſaid, 0h love me not 1 pray 
'woomnch ! untill ſhe added, and God grants/ 
ever love my friends too much hereafter that 
 -bhatbcoſi me dear,audmy beart hath ſmarted 
| Yorewith grief for it already : And-nowher 
= wiland vnderftanding muſt be henceforth 
F  - more wertified then formerly ; . ſhe had re- 
# : -figned them before to. Grds will, and ſhe 


SZ _ venues that refignation daily , and moſt 


*Frebly ſubmits her /e/f-in every thing; not 
only to Gods will , but alſo to his ws/dows > 


# - And wharfoever comes upon »»e (ſaid ſhe) 


I will bear it patiently, becauſe by Gods will 
St romes ; yea, { will bear it cheerfully becauſe 
by. Gods wiſdome it is thus.ordered, and it 

will work (as all things elſe) for mine adan- 

' "BAﬀec | . 

- And. upon this reaſon. ſhe was wont: to 

"ACCOUNE'ithe death of. her Husband, and of 
| hor Son Abextracrdimary perquiſits and ad- 

*. cvarntages:ro-ber ; and therefore I ſbould of= 

* - fendnerene!y againſt free obedience qnd [ub- 


mY 2 = wi. *\ . > q L 
: > 00 it FE 7 0, 
: A . ; 
- 28 . e 


* appetites; She now alſo ſeverely under-- 


: ods -—— "7 


Tn "RON". 9 "WR" " _ 4 mY 
DOLLY Ca eB 977-1 Ye TT ar gr gd Meet ad ” 
"% os . 2 hy 


wiſe, then now it ts ; 1 cannot wiſh any thing 
ſo gainfull and proſperous to - me, as tha, 
which my heavenly Father in his wiſdom hath 
ordered for me. | 


And as in /nffering, {0 in doing , ſhe r9= 


ſigns up her ſelf wholly, and reſolves.(by 
the grace of God) to do whatſoever # her - due 


ty in-every thing ; and therefore (he ape. 


ſes henceforth to deliberate of nothing, 


what-is her duty, in this, or that yarticu- - 
and without further. pauſe. goe -a- - 


lar 4 


bour it. Es 
When matters of difficulty came, ſhe 


uſually conſulted with the moſt /earwed- 


and pious Divines ſhe.could. meet with, -to 


learn what was her dar therein ;. ſhe tru- 


ſted not her own judgement, nor miſtraſttd 


theirs ; but preſently applyed her ſelfto-do, 


as they.directed her. 
In the TranſaQions of worldly affaires, 
though ſhe foreſaw ſometimes-inconveni- 


| ences enſuing by following their dire#i- 


015, yet-more /be feared might ocherwi{e 


| of he Lady Falkland. 3 0 
' "m5/hon,; but alſo againſt common prudence : 
.(faid ſhe);f 1 ſaonla wih my condition other= 


happen, and therefore /he would not neg... 


le& them. And when the ſucceſs of any 
buſineſs anſwered not- to her expeRation, 


{be ſeemed. not troubled atir 3. bey Cons | || 
"1H | : | ſeience - , 
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26 * The holy Life and Death 
ſcience bearing her witneſs, that ſhe had 
done what was her duty to: doe ; and ſee- 
ing it was God, who: in his- wiſedom denied 
her ſuccefſe, ſhe would ſtil hope, and /ay; 
Though at ths rime, thu way, thu buſineſs 
proſpered not,yer at ſome other time , ſome o- 
ther way it will be ſucceſsfull unto me. T his: 
doing my daty will be ſome time,or other, ſome 
wa) or other, for mine advantage. 
And: theſe her mertifications were not 
without a great degree of Santification, 
both-in the iwward and oxtward man; for 
0 theſe: /be joyned her former purpoſe of 
adorning her /ou/ mere /pecionſly with thoſe 
virtues Which owr Saviour commends., in- 
his Sermon onthe Mount ;,and now [he en- 
deavours to put them in practice ,- more. 
perfefHly , and moreexattly then formeriy 
Abad done: ON | bY 
And firſt, mercifulneſs begins toeceed : 
ſhe was. moſt liberal before, now: ſhe is: 
(conſidering her Eſtate, brought into a. 
very narrow'compalſs-) woſt bountiful : for 
whereas before the main of her Revenue 
was for her ownmaintenance, theſuperfluity- 


+ of 31 for ber charity, now. the main of her 


Revenues goes abroad for Charity ; the ather 

only is left ar home for her maintenance -: 1: 
ave heard her compute; and the: remain-- -| 
SI9@% * \ | | derc Gel 


of the Lady Falklard, 37 
der after fuch and ſuch deeds of Chariry to 
be! expended quarterly,/that ſmall pit- 
d BF rance was onlyir, fe accounted hers, and 
ordered hey courſe of life accordingly; 
very well content, though /te her /e/fmade 
a ſift with Agurs fingle food, and rayment 
Prov. 30. 8. that: others, who depended 
on her, ſhould ( as- the houſhold of Le. 
wuels virtuous woman), be fed, and cloathed. 
with dowble, C. 31x. 21. * 
And with this, her weekneſ5 exceedtalſot 
weekneſs was the attire of her ſoul, before, 
now it is the Ornament thereof : hath the 
fulneſs, and lengeh , and comlineſs too, of 
an Orzament or Robe : And Twill ſay no- 
ehing ( for I cannot ſay enough) -of the 
' richneſs, and glory, and beauty of that 
, Kobe, a meek. and quiet Spirit : now fe 
Srowes- 2 moſt eminent pattern: of w# 1 
neſs and gentleneſs in every kind, and all. © 
m_ knew her admired and reverenced her 
or it, £64513 <5Þ 
And her Compaſſions which was thonghe 
to be with the deepeſt before; goes 'dee- 
per how ; ſhe had formerly the- bowel: ofa 
moſt tender other, rowards every onein- 
diſtreſſe , now ſhe put” on. the bowels of | 
God; and fo enlarged ſh& grows'in heg | 
> dowels, that ſhe ſeldome ſees, orviearesof 
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33 Theholy Life and Death 


within her, as to force tears from ber eyes; 
And it-is hard to ſay , :whether her Bowels, 
#r ber Hand, ( ber Compaſſion, or her Ghari- 
#7 )contributed moſt to the comfore of the 
"poor.and needy, 1 1 bs | Na 2 
Thi was confined, that at large; and the 


publique Calamities which her Hang: of 


.Charity could not reach,her Bowels of Com- 
paſſion did; And we,wha:obſerved her( when 


- the publique and general miſeries:of 'the- | 


Kingdoine and Church were the Diſcourſe 
at Meales) to mingle: hex Drink, with hey 


Tears, cannot but think , that. the ſadder- 


thoughts of chem, in private, made her wa- 
ter her Conch with her Tears.. - ' | 
And now ſhe is almoſt pined- with hay- 


ger; and faint with thirſt after-righteouſ- 


. #e/5,ever and anon ſighing, Ohthat.] conld: 


- attain unto it ! Oh that my-ways-were made 
fo dirett ! It was uſuall with: her-at night 
to compoſe her ſelf to fleep, ſaying to: her 
 woman' (not without ſome joy) well; now 
E am one day.neerer my journies end.;-com- 
- Fortivgher ſelf, that whenher body ſhould 
fteep:in the bed of ber grave, then the days 
'of fin-ſhould: be, accompliſhed, and- then 


 f& ſhould bepafetlarher beanenty Father 
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 Particularly,; ber hanger and thirſt. after 
; BU juſtice was moſt commendable, that judge: 
p ment might run down as a ſtream , and righs 


reonſneſs like a mighty river : And forgits 
ftice in-her own affairs , there lives not (51 
believe) any eve, more -punQual and exaR ; 
then ſhe was. She peruſed a learned and 
ſtrift Treatiſe of juſtice, and made” thoſe 
rules her ſtandard, practiſing them molt 
precifely : And in. more perplexed and 
. difficult caſes fe would ſend to ſome: Dis 
vines ( of whoſe piety and fervour ſhe had a 
good opinion) and deſire them to pray (as 
foe her (elf did) that ſhe might be moſt juſt 
in ther, neither ſwerving to the /efr,nor to 
the right hand. 02TH 
: . In hey abſence from.home, the S»t/ers 
of the Army came to her Houſe, and took 
proviſion, paying: for every particular-the 
.-higheſt price ; which, when her Servant 
- accounted to her again , ſ5e computed exs' 
atly, what the. particulars coſt her ; and 
then ſent ſolicitouſly up. and :down the 
 -Army 0 find out the Smtlers, and to.xes 
 feoretheoverplns , which fre thought:nat 
| {j=ſtto be taken by her : andber hunger and 
thirſt after that juſtice was ,not ſatisfied, 
"till-e-heard it was /o done,” +- M26 
And for engagements deſcended toher 
| bi | | (after 
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. ao The holy 'Life aud Death 
(afrer care taken to fatisfie them with all 
poſſible ſpeed ) /or lamented often with 
tears\that ſe-could not acQually diſcharge 
them, ſaying, though they may confiſt with 
zuſtice, 2 Komg.q. 1. yet they conld not con- 
fiſt with that outward thankfulneſs, which 
fhe deſired to expreſs. 672 6fs, 

And for the other points of o#r Savors 
Sermon, her charity ſuſpefted few, lo £d 
none of neighbors ; an Eagles eye ſhe had,to 
eſpie any good, though but inclinations in 
them, and with a favorable conſtrugioh, 
jadged the beſt of what foe heard, or /aw in 
them: yet a Moles eye, to efpy the ev:/, 

though a: in her brethren; a more Of goode 


eſs could not eſcape her fight ; but it muſt | 


be a beam of evil, her exe would take notice 
of : and her flowneſs to believe miſcarri- 


ages inany one, drave all ta! -bearers from 


ber: yet when fawlts were evident ( in ſuch 
as oe had charge over ) ſz: would reprove 
with a great deal of power. 

\- She was moſitreſpet:ve to her ſuperiors; 
andmo/t courteous and affable towards in- 
fariors ; And very cautious leſt fe ſhould 
Five offence to one, or ether, either in word 
or geſture , and as cautions too, leſt anyof 
them ſhould rake offence at any ſpeech,. or 


took of hers, towards them ;, for eitherway 
LEFLA 


__ ©. mx -wwohy ca 


_ (kid. 
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"of the Lune 
(fid ſhe) 5 offences given, or taken, God 54 
effended ; And her humility in begging for» 

ivenrſs from others, wes moſt ſingular.; of 
Jate, your Leydſnp knowes,/be ſeldomflept, 
til fe. had avked forgiveneſs as well as bleſe 
fing from you ; if ſhe had offended you, /be 
thought your parden neceſſary ;, if not, it 
was n0 cumbrance, to have /awpernumerary 
pardons from you, lying by ber... 2 
. -But to ſee this hexorrable Lady: begging 
forgiveneſs from her inferiors, and ſervants 
(as be often dtd) for her angry words te 
them, or her chiding frowns upon them, 
wasthat, which put'us all to ſhame, and to 
aſtoniſhment, now and then, when /&e had 
expreſſed no anger, outwardly ,-yet their 
pardon ſee would deſire, hecavſe, ſaid ſhe; 
fomewhat I felt within my ſelf, too like an- 
ger againſt you, though 1 [wppreſſed 5t aſſeon 
« Tcould, | 16d 

\ More then once, or twice of late, /&r 
brought her gift to the Altar (was in ber 
Cloſet upon her knees towards Prayer) 


ight poſſibly have ſomewhat againſt her, 


| 
” 


| _ there /be remembred, that her Brother 


leRive ſilence a litcle before) and fe left 
her gift at the Altar, and went, and was re» 
conciled, (asked pardon) and then ny - 
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| T be holy Life and Death 
and offered: ſo that her chief care-was 
ſtill, to /ife wp in Prayer pure hands,withont 

wrath ; 1f there were any wrath in ver as 
eainſt orhe#s or any; #1 others againſt her, 


fir would thre itallayed,) before/hv offered 
her gift of Prayer. F507 Sth 4g 1 


And though all theſe graces and virrnes 
(by Gods help) did/thus izcreaſe in her, 
yet a true pov#rty of ſpirit excrraſed alſoin 
ber-The more holy-, the more pions ſb2 was, 
the more himbly ſhe walked with God: In her 
Steatelt abandance ſhe complained moſt 
of piritudl wants. Sure the bright /»ſtre of 


her 'virtde gave her an! advantage , to :efpie | 


many- corruptions' ini :ber: fetf,> which Jte 
could not - before; 'and:theſe /+ lamemed 
more ſadly 'now , then hereofore. ''+ 
-" Andin theſe duties of prayer," ſhradvan- 


red forward top. Now, her Nurſery mu 


have an Oratory annexed to it .z\-and her 
Children their privare Devotions; theyare 
appointed: by -her, to read /Aorning and 
EveningePrayers ,-and- Leſſons at their r4- 


 Fugup, -andat their /ying :down : :and 


their ſpare-minutes:being.deſtined as bers 
alſo: were-.to countsy” of Pſalms withbat 


 bock;/; they open: the day: with: one of the 
ſeven. Exchariſtical Pſalms. (:for thankſpi- . 
'ving.to God, for reuning his loving kindues 


_ 
cw nw a amo” 


> + 


og 


of .obe \Lady Falkland: 

rorhem that HAorning)and they aut upithe 
day , with one of the 7 Penitential P[alms 
( praying for pardon of the offences of the 
day) this care-ſhe took to ſeaſon her Chil- 
drens afﬀfeQions, .and memories with,good 
things ; and now-ſhe trains them-up alſo,;to 
thoſe virtues commended in our Savs- 
ours Sermon , and arrexplication of thens, 


f * 


| ſhe direqs,, ſhould be annexed; to, their 


ficlkGatechifm. \ 1 SLO7 Are 

And-for the Church prayers in her houſe, 
there was of late ſome exceptions againſt 
continuing that praQtice; and ſomes dany 
ger the Exceptors apprehended, likely to 
have. enſued upon ic ; Hereupon the Book 
of 4artyrs was brought, and the ſtory. of 
the Lady Knevit in Norfolk, in the time 


of 2ucen Mary was publickly read, which 


in ſhort is this, | 


«+ A perſecuted Proteſtant Miniſter, bes: 
* ingin herhouſe, reads the Morning and 


* the Evening prayer, of King Zawardthe 
** ſixt his Service-book (the ſame with our 
« Service-book) conſtantly in her family, 
« though there were an Act of Parliament 
< againſt..it, - Herenpon the holy Lady is 
<*threatned to be puniſhed for it,; ſhe 
« goes on: notwithſtanding, in that courſe 


of piety, promiſing to welcometbe pu- _ 
| «* niſhment,. ._ 
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<'niflment, when ere itcame: And though 
E©many reſorted to her houſe, who had 
<« diſzffetion enough' to her piety , and 


particularly to that Form of prayer, yet 


my commonly kneeled down, and joy- 
<-nediin prayers with her #God would not- 
< ſuffer their hands to-puniſh, nor their 
©:mouths-to ſpeak apainſt her, for it. 

 *Andnow;when every paſſage in this ſto- 
ry was ſo readily appliable, to this ourpione 


Lady alſo , ſhe wanted not an anſwer for 


the Objeftors, nor conrage to go0e.0n in her 


'wonted courſe : and the evexr was moſt 


particularly according to the preſident ; for 


_ though complaints were made, and threats 
ſent .to us, and many quartered upon hey, 


who /ihed not our Formof Prayer , and had 
power to /uppreſs it, yei God ſuffered them 


wot to execute that their power upon us. And, 
Madam, if the Lady Knevit was thought 


fit to be Chronicled(amongſt the Martyrs 
and Confefſors ) for this alone, Ipray let 
not this of our Lady be forgotterk: And I 
ſhall prefume that your Ladyſhip , and e- 


very one who conſiders theſe, and ſuch like 


examples, will hazard any thing, rather 
thenalter your courſe of piety , and con- 
Ntane uſe of our ſacred Litargy. * A 

" And ſhe was as conſtant , and as _ 
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: of the Lady Falkland. 
for her other houres of Prayers and Medita- 
tiow, The entertainments of honourable 
perſons, or the haſte of neceſſary buſineſs, 
ſhould not excuſe her from theſe other Do» 
votions-; In her deepeſt griefs and diſtur-. 
bances, in her higheſt comforrs,and gratula« 
| tions, ſhe was moſt conſtant at them : and 
| though ſhe could not, at theſe times, dif- - 
charge thoſe duties at her ordinary howres, 
\ yet hey eyes were not /uffered to ſleep, till ſhe 
had gone through with chem ; when: ſhe 
mult loſe her ſleep, or God thi hi ſervice, 
ſhe readily reſolved, which was fitteſt of the 
£390. 

Her laft work , every Evening , was to. 
review with ſome diligence all the works 
of that day, her thoughts, words, and deeds; 
what in this room,. what in that ; whatin 
this company, what in that ; what goed /be _, 
had done, what evil ſhe had committed; what 
opportwnuities of benefiting others, /he had 
embraced, or neglefted ; and what comforts 
and bleſſings ſhe had that day received: and 
after this examination, giving thanks, :and 
begging pardon, in every particular, as 0c» 
ca{10nrequired, having communed with ber 
one heart, in her bed-chamber, ſhe was ſilt, 

Thus ſe was a very good \proficient in 
theſs-ſeverall points of our Saviewrs Ser 
On 908, 
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12 45  Theboly Lifeand Death , I 
f -0», went on from one depree to another» 
in moſt of them, Faith, and judgement{the 
weighty matters of thelaw; the: chief vir. 
tues) 5: was moſt eminent.in ; and for c- 
thing of mint and cummin .( the. leſler vir- 
tues) ſhe wonld not leave:them nndane. 
;.c$She:thought not all-the /aws of God per- 
formed, if: any laws of the'King were neg- 
leted; and therefore /&:.was wont earneſt- 
ly to prefle 2bediencetoall things, which the} 
{laws of the Realm require; even.to prual 
laws againſt | ſhooting and hunting, and ths | 
like; and would not ſuffer any. of hers to 
tranſpreſſe, in theſe leſſer matters : Severe- 
ly (though judicionſly; and truly. enongh) | 
affirming, That the Law-givers. mage their. 
penal laws, for obedience, not or Mull; and 
their firſt and chief intention was, that their 
laws ſhauld be obſerved, not that the offender 
ſhould be puniſhed, | 
_. And having: thus far impteved her ſelf. 
(by the grace of God) in an ho/y and: /ps- | 
ritual life, ſhe now labours what ſhe can, 
to improve others allo ; and now ſhe is | 
ſtrong, to ſtrengthen her brethren. <5. 2h 
- A Covenant ſhe enters with her acquain- | 
tance., eſpecially thoſe with whom ſhe fre- | 
quently converlſed , ' that they ſhinld take 1t- 
berty to reprove whatſoever they ſaw amiſſe 
" in} 


” » 
—— 


of the LadyFalkland. 27 
in her : and alſo to give her liberty to deal ſo 
with them; ſaying to them,there s« no friends 

foip without this,& if you ſuffer me to be un= - 
done for ever , or 1 you ; how are we friends? 
*There was neer acquaintaxce between 


| her, and ſome ſtrit Papiſts, and as near be- 
| tween her, & ſome ſtrifer Non-conformiſts;, 


and ſhe not onely warily avoyded the-Sy- 
perſtition of the One,and the Non-conformi- - 
ty of the Other, but alſo earneſtly laboured 
to reduce the Oze and the Other from their 
Erroneous. wayes ; And not without hap- 
py Succeſſe, Icould inſtance in ſome (and 
perhaps your Ladyſhip can inſtance. in 
more)who now are firm to the Tentrrs and 
Prattices of our Charchof England," whom 
ſhe ( principally ) by her. Arguments and 
endeavours gained from Rome , and from 


| Geneva. pros bo 


- But for improving her nearer Acquain= * 
rance it was her conſtant Labour, 

That counſel which ze gave to younp 
Mothers, not to be fond of their Childrew, 
or Hasbands, came moſt properly, and moſt 
pathetically from her. Oh, I have had "my. 
portion (ſaid ſhe ) of theſe very comforts, 


with the firſt; no ene woman more ; 'but 


| there is no /aſting nor true pleaſure in 


them : There 15 no real comfors from any 
= | D eſpon{als, 


= 


| The holy Life and Death © 


-. I but from thoſe to Chri/t ; this (I 
iy) came moſt fitly from her, here = had 
tripped once, and again,:and now /be fore- 
warns others of the dangers, leſt they 
ſhould tambleat it, 

The benefit ſhe had received from hed 
childhood, by pios and learned Divines, 
makes hex: ſolicitous to provide ſuch for 
her neighbours ; and till they were acquain- 
ted (as well as ' he) with the conver/ations | 


of the people, ſhe would , ſome way Or 0-| 


ther , hint unto them , what virtues it 
would be proper to commend in their| 


Sermons,and diſcourſes to the Pariſh: and 


"i r carechixing the young , and for viſiting 
e fick, ſve her ſelf tooka ſpecial regard, 
the cxre had depended more upon the | 

pmkuret'y then upon her Clerk, 

And theremembrance of thoſe heavenly þ 


-cotyfores, ſhe frequently bad, while: ſhe { 
plaid upon Davids harp, (et ber-on to com- if 
mend thoſe Pſalms, for aaily and hourly ll b 


© ations to all. 

Yet:ſome diſcord ſhe found of late, even | 
from that barp ; obſerving ſuch Pſalms of 
David,wherein he(byhis Prophetical pirir, | 


*t 


or in zcal/for divine juſtice , upon the pub- i 


ticke enemies Of God) pronounces curſes, þ 
OP picked out, and maliciouſly' 


applye0, Þ 


of the Lady Falkland! . 29 
applyed,both in private fiemilies, and pub- 
lick Congregations to our own ememes ; 
This ſhe often lamented as a-moſt notoris 
ous profanation of this holy Book. of Pſalms, 
and as an evident breach of charity; Oh that 
ſweeteſt harp founds moſt harfhly, unleſs 
it be touched with pure hands, without 
wrath ! Therefore(faid ſhe) the people muſt 
be often warned (in theſe days of contention, 
and oppoſition) to ſing Davids Pſalnss, with 
Davids ſpirit: And when curſing of enemies 
came in, to reflet(as David oft did) upon _ 
the /uſts and corruption of our bearts'; and 
then the 109. P/alm, ( a common 'curſe 
among the Hebrews) be upon the/e-0ur vi- 
leſt enemies, and moſt deadly foes, little e- 
nough. | 0 . | 

Neither was her caxe of :mproving others, 
confined to the preſent age; deſignes and 
projefts ſhe had alſo for poſterity ; ofſetting 
up ſchooles, and manufattare trades in the 
Pariſh ;ro ſhut out (by thoſe engines) for 


23 ever, ignorance, idleneſs, and wav.” 


But that magnificent, and moſt religions 
contrivement, that there might be places 


for the education of young Gentlewomen,and 


for retirement of Widows, ( as Colleges 
and the ns of Court and Chancery are 


for me») in ſeveral parts of the Kingdom,” 
2 
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#hereby that /earning -and religion might 
MAouriſh. more in her own Sex, then hereto- 


the Lord without diſtraftion : A projet this 
adequat to the wiſdom, and piety of this 


es; 


power,and ms ſhe had with great ones, 
Io have effected it, 


and diſconraged her ſomewhat, from at=« 


returnes therefore to improve her [elf with 


and nowThe grows ſo ſtrict to her /e/f,, an 

ſo ſevere in examining her own heart, that, 

with holy foe fears all her workes : Shehad 
[way 4 tender conſcience ; but now that ex- 


3 


many doxbrings and ſcruples (which occa- 
fioned the laſt of theſe adjoyning Letters ) 
if. Aandin theſe donbtings and fears, ſhe ſeldom 


"* with /carned Divines. and when foe met 


poſes her Caſes , and ſeekers Reſolver. PH 


This was much in her thoughts ; hoping _ 


fore, having ſuch opportunities to ſerve 


wy 
' eeeds too, in quickxeſs, and tenderneſs , and * 
this holy fear began at laſt co breed in her | 


eruſted her own judgement , but adviſed. 
with any oye of /earning and piety, ſte pro- þ} 


Mother 1n Iſrael ; and not beyond the 


'Buttheſe evi/ times diſabled her quite, p 
tempting much, in theſe her defignes, ſhe | 
the greater vigor; If her virtue cannot ſhine 


"out overall the Kingdom, it ſhall Sineand | 
burns ſoanuch the more within her own ſoul: | 
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' of the Lady Falkland, . 
And upon'theſe fears be would diſpmre 
againſt her ſelf very ſharply ;(carce omirting 
any objettion material,nor accepting any an- 
ſwer, which was not fully [a fafory -and& 
when ſe was once clearly reſolved ,. bt 
cheerfully ſubmitted, and ordered her fu- 
ture prattice accordingly. [ ; 
And it is very obſervable, how this holy 
Ke virtxes) extended it ſelf 
alſd , not only to-greater matters, butalſo» 
to /efſer, almoſt to «/! : ſuch was her love to 
God, and her reverential aw of his Aajeſty, 
that /be feared to offend him, in the /eaft: - 
particular : If it be but 4 mote, may it not: 
grow (ſaid ſhe) to 4 bean in mine exe? 
And ſuch zealous. Anxieties, as theſe; 
fuch holy fears of diſpleaſing Ged in. any 
the /caſt thing, are ſtrong arguments of 
mol? ardent love to God ; and of moſt p4 - 
ſconate deſires to pleaſe him;Oh how greedi-- 
ly did Ge aſpire after perfetion, while ſhe: - 


thus ſolicironſly fears the leaſt 1mperfe- 


E091! | | 
And iTſome of theſe Scruples proceedee® 
from her own carnal Reaſon, or from $a- 


| tan( to diſquiet, and diſturbe her) yet 


even that Poy/on ſve turned into: Honey ta- 
king ocaſion. from thaſe very. Scruples; to: 
be moreexatt afterward in-her Life, © 
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32 © *' The holy Life and Death. 

And now in the very laſt age of her 
Chriſtian race, ſhe growes ſo exat, that all - 
rime ſeems tediows to her,, which tends not 
to Heaven; and thereupon ſhe now re- 
ſolves, to get looſe from the multitude of © 
her worldly employments ; and provides to re- 
move from her ſtately manſion, to a little 
houſe*-neer adjoyning ; and: in that hox/e 
and gardey, with a book , and a wheel, and a 
maid or two, to retire her ſelf from worldly 
buſineſs, and anneceſſary viſits, and fo 

ſpend her whole time: and ſh: took as great 
_ delight in projefting this hamiliation and 
privacy , as others doe, in being'advanced 
to publick honours, and State employment s. 

Now toward the end of her race, all her 
ftrength ſeemes weakneſs, and her quickeſt 
[peed feemes ſlorhfulneſs ; Therefore at 
C briftmas laſt, ſhe prepared tobe at the ho- 
iy Communion , with the firſt; and after 
that, hey ſoul ſtill — the freygth and 
wipor it aimedat, ſhe thinks of coming 
with the Jaſt too, the next Lords day : But 
He, who hath let, will let, for that very 
morning ſhe hada very fore conflitt., and 
great 422niſþ in fpirit: one while her wn- 
worthineſs, another while her aulneſs , and 
&rineſs deterred her from approaching to 
the holy Sacrament; and then the ingnula- 

I. rity 
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rity and wnaccuſtomedneſs of receiving: /> 


often, diſſwaded her ; *after an honre or two, 
ſome- reaſon ſhe found to preſume' this 
might be from the Dev1l, her grandenemy; 
(who was unwilling that the Ca/t/e which 
he now beſieged, ſhould be. dowble-walled 
againſt him) -and thereupon ſb: continues 
her reſolution , and came to the b/eſſed Sa- 
crament, that ſecond day alfo, and recei- 
ved with it much comfort and peace. And 
not many dayes after, the Devill broughe 
his ſtrongeſt batteries and hbour'd.to 
take this caſtle by ſtorm; Temptations again 
ſhe had;\ and thoſe wehement and fierce, to 
ſuſpef her whole' courſe of /ife,- as ſo fult 
of weakneſs at beſt, and oftentimes ſo full 
of groſs corrnprions ; Her faith {0 'weak, het 
repentance {o faint, that God would not ac> 


| cept of her : But her ſhield of Faith in 


Chriſts merits, ſoon repelled theſe darts, 
and her wonted Santtnary of prayer ſecured 
her preſently from this ſtorm of rempration- 
And in peace and Ti rs. of minde,, 
her piety, and zcal of Fuiſtice, hurry her to- 
Lonaos (11 the bittereſt ſeaſon of this win= 
ter)to take order for the diſcharge of ſome 

erga.ements: this /peknew was her duty,and - 
that [he ber ſelf ſhould, take that jowrney,. 
was-conceived the neceſſary means to per-- 
D 4 form 
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34 Theholy Life and Death 
form that duty, and therefore ze ventures 
upon it, and leaves the ſucceſs to God. 

There, 'at :Lo»dor, fhe ſtrengthens hey 
ſelf yet more, for the final period of hey 
race, by receiving the boly Sacrament a+ 
gain: But alas, Madam, though her inward 


ftrength encreaſes, her ontward firength de« 
cas, and her weak conſamprive body, by a i 
cold there taken, grows weaker : yet thence | 
Se came homeward, and at Oxford, her % 
cough and cold very much encreaſing,/foe with Þ 
moſt earneſt Prayers, and holy meditations | 
(whicha pioxs and /earned Divine ſuggeſted Þ 


to her )prepares her /#/f for acath. 


Aﬀeer a while, they, who were about ber * 
fearing the pargs of death to be upon her, Z 
began to weep and /ames: ; the whole com- 3 
pany grew fad and heavy ; ſe only conti- # 


nued in her former condition, not at all /or- 


rowful, nor affri om by theſe meſſengers of 3 
yſ1 


death:Then the Phyſitian coming,and upon 
conſideration, faying, Here is no figne of 


death, nor of much danger ; by Gods belp ſhe 


may. recover again ; the whole company 
was very much comforted , and cheared ; (he 
 onely.in her former indifferency ; no altera- 
tion at all could be perceived in her,as if be 
bad been the only party in the chamber,un- 
concerned in z;neither fear of dearh could 
£5548 ah grieve 
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jeve, nor tronble her, nor hopes of life and- 
Jealth rejoyce her ;-] bave wholly. reſigned up” 
my ſelf toGod: (laid ſhe) and not mine,but1* 
will be done',, whether in life or death: She” 
was not afraid to live, .and ſtill endure the- 
miſcries Of this life (and ever and anonex-- 
counter With Satan too ). becauſe. ſhe had: 
a powerfull God able'to xphold her ; nor : = 
afraid to die, and appear at Gods Fuage-- 
ment ſeat , . becauſe. ſhe had a mercifull Re-- 
deemer, willing to ſaveiher. 

They who write of:perfe oz , account: 
it an high degree, to have Vitam in patien-- 
tia & mortem snVvoto, to be content to lrve,, 
but deſirous to die : yet ſurely, this here, 7» 
&9muilibrio ad vitam,. & ad mortems, #0 be 
wholly indifferent; and to: be moſt equally en-- 
clined to either, to defire nothing, to fear no-- 
thing; but wholly to reſigne bur ſelves to God, 
accounting that to be the beſt (whatſoever it us)) 
which he pleaſes to ſend,” This, this s to be a 
ferong man in Chriſt ; And this in ourmoſt: ' 
pious Lady was. a very neer approactunto: 
perfection. ns 

It was related fer a very great virtme in: 
S. Cyprian, that, ./Malnit obſequi precepris' | 
Chriſti, quam vel fic coronari, Hethad ra»- 
ther /zve and obey God, ther ate and:7e5g9 * 
mg/ory.; But this, to have- no--propen/ionr 


36 The holy Life and Death © 
at all more to oze, then to the orher ; to be 
wholly indifferent, to work, on ſtill in Gods 
Fintyard , or to becalledupto Heaven, to 
receive pay, this may be a greater virtae : 
And this perfe& i2differexce to doe, or ſuf- 
fer Gods wil, in life, or death, appearing in 
this ſervant of God, was ſuch an at of /e/f- i 
denial, which they, who obſerved it in her, | 
could not but ſet a ſpecial charafer upon, it 
moſt worthy to be commended to your i 
Ladyſpip. 5 
Thus /he was brought from Oxford, home,. 
and now being far ſpent, and near her ed, Þ 
the could ſpeak little, yet expreſſed a great 
deal of thankefulneſs to God, who had 
brought her ſafe, to die in her own houſe, Þ 
among her deareſt-Frienas. | L 
And there /be ſhewed thoſe friends a 
rare pattern of patience in the extremity of 
her fickneſs. png 
But the rranguilhity of minde, which Fe 
had in theſe her laſt dayes , was moſt obſer- 
vable; That the Devi/, who had ſo often. 
perplexed her with violent temptations , 
ſhould now leave her to reftandeaſe : [ke 
was wont to fear his moſt violent aſſaults 
.. On her death bed, (as hi praftife commonly 
ts) but now God(it ſeems) had chained him- 
up, and enabled her (by his grace) to tread 
'y . . Satan 
of 
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/atan under her feet:not a word of complaint 
nor the leaſt difnrbance, or diſquiet, tobe 
perceived by her,which is a ſufficient argu= 
ment to us, ( who knew how open a breaſt 
foe had , to reveal any thing in that kinde, 
eſpecially to Divines , whereof ſhe hal 


= now fore about her) of ber exceeding great: 


quietneſs , and peace : and this tranquillity: 


# ofmind, more-clearly now appearing at: 
-& her death, then ordinarily in the- time of 


her health, is a great. evidence, to me, of 
Gods moſt tender mercy and love towards: 
her, and of ſome good aſſuraxce, inber,, 
of her ſalvation.. | 

This quiet gave hey leave; though now 
very faint and weak, to be-moſt vigorons,, 
and moſt inſtant at prayers ; ſhe cals for 0- 
ther help, very faintly ;. but: for prayers, 
moſt heartily and often (in thoſe few hours. 
ſee lived at home: )and after the office of the- 
Morning was performed, ſhe gave ſtri:. 
charge, that every one of her family (who: 
could be ſpared from her) ſhould goe to 
Charch and pray for her , and thenina: 
word of exhortation to them, who ſtayed 
by her, ſaying; Fear God, fear God, ſhe moſt 


i fiveetly ſpent: her /aſ# breath ;; and'ſo moſt 
bk comfortably yielded up: her* fpirit tor hing: 


who madei7 :: and was-(we doubt not) ad>- 
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mitted into Heaven, into the »«mber of the 
Apoſtles and Saints of God (onS. Mat 
-thias-day ) there to reign in the glory of 
God for evermore, | 

" In which moment of her death, there 
ſeemed as little outward pain, as inward 
conflift; none could perceive either twitch, 
or groan, Or gaſp, or ſigh, onely her ſpirits 
failed; and ſo fhe vaniſhed from us , as.if 
God had intended her here, fome fore-taſt, | 
not onely of the re/# of the /o/, but alſo of | 
'the eaſe of the body., which. 4: ſhould en» 
Joy hereafter m Heaven. 


| 


\ þ 
o 


Thus in her youth, ſhe was ſoon-perfefted, 
and in a ſhort time of five and thirty years, F 
ſhe fulfilled along time, 2 
. And _ a moſt acceptable man» } 
ner pratued the duties of our moſt bleſſed 
Savionrs Sermoy, ſhe is now f br firmly be- 3 


lieve) partaker of the bleſſedneſs too of Þ 
that Sermon ; through Chriſts mercy, ſh: : 
hath obtained mercy, and exjojes the vifion \ 

of God, inthe Kingdom of Heaven, where | - 
Se is moſt fully ſatisfied with delight, and : 

comfort, and joy. . : 
| There were theſe, and many other vir-= 
tues your Ladyſhip knows, obſervable-in i 
ohis your moſt piows. Daughter ; but I'pre- | 
tend not to relate all, many.I omit, Wy: 
: | caule 
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cauſe. common to all the ſervants of God; 


and many other excefencies alſo there were 
in her,.( 1-doubt not.) which fe concealed 


from her neareſt friends; and indeed, ma-- -. *? 


ny of theſe, I have named, ſe endeavoured 
ftudiouſly to conceal-from #, but now,and 
then, unawares, /5e. diſcovered them,. and 


ſo Icameacquainted with them.. 


And now, Madam, you have obſerved, 
that the growth of grace , which was moſt 
evident, and apparent in her, eſpecially 
theſe late yeares (as of cory from a b/ade to 
an ear, then to.a bloſſowe, and thence to- 
wards full maturity and ripeneſs) was moſt 
of all promoted, by the affi#:ons , which 
God ſent.upon her; the loſs of her deareſt 
friends,and other troubles, were ava ſhower 
of rain, tO a crop of corn, Ona dry ground ; 


an evident benefit, and a preſent 1mprove- 


ment by it., | 
And was there not then ſomewhatex- 


ee Ms \ 
Ne $5. T3. 
he ONTO, FD 


traordinary in that dream of hers, ſoon af-. 
ter her Sons death? wherein ſhe being much 


troubled for that loſs, a ladder preſently ap= 


peared, reaching ( with that Ladder in Ja-- 


cobs dream) from earth to heaven; after thie - 


death of her Sox, every one of us could ſen-, 


Gbly perceive her c/imbing up higher 
ana higher every day ,-.10 piety, and holineſs? 


x 1 


Pann "© " 
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till God:exalted her, to the top of Jacobs lad-. 
i if der , the height of glory in-heaves, 
W - * Soit maybe, with every one, who ſuf-- 
 Ffers inward, Ot outward affliftion. 
' And now, though all this while, Ihave 
been comforting your Ladyſhip, and wiping 
the tears from: your eyes, yet I have detai- 
ned you too long ( 1 fear) from improving 
this affliiion ſent upon you (the loſs of 
= Jorr acareſt child) with thathaſt and gree- 
= Adineſs you deſired, to your /piritnal bene- 
# ft : Iſhall help you whatI can hereafcer, 
J _ by begging in my prayers the ftrengthning, 
and eſtabliſhing grace of God, for you, to 
bring fore of heavenly comfort into your | 
ſonl, from this your preſent ſorrow. z 


* MP 


$2 Four ſervant in T 
April t5, 
1647: Chriſt Jeſus, 
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By another Author, who acknowledzeth 
much good received by this holy Life, 


B who in reading of this holy Life, 
ſhall have ſuch thoughts as theſe, 
1. Surely this is but a Romance, or an 
_ Idea drawn (Painter-like) better then the 
Life, by a flattering Chaplain. 2, 

Or fecondly,( if true ) ſurely ſalvation 
and everlaſting glory are procurable ata-_ 
much eaſier rate ; for who hath required 
at our hands, fo> much praying, and 5 
faſting, fo much denying our ſelves the + 
good things and comforts of this life, fo - © * 
much almes ? NE 9e | 

Or thirdly, did not Chriſt come to take 


- away the rigor of the law ? and hath per- _ ' 


formed all theſe things for us?is not this to 
Soe about to eſtabliſh our own righteouſ- 
neſs? 

Or fourthly, thar theſe Rules turn the 
free grace of God, and ſecret operations. 
of his Spirit into humains obſervances. 


'For the firft, aſſure thy felf, chat the . | 
author was a learned godly man, one that 
perfeRty hated a lye, and tharheis known 
ae y 
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by divers-perſons of worth yet living (who: 


 Fnew her) to have kept his pert in this reta- 


tion withiri the confines of truth, and to- 
have falnemuch ſhort in the ſetting out the 
vertues: and” excellencies of this pretious 


ſoul. | | 
And for thereſt, be pleaſed: to withdraw 


Z tnto thy chamber,and to meditate ſeriouſly 
_ (@s ina buſineſs of life and.death) on theſe 


Places of Scripture. 


Pſal:s 5.17; Evening; and Morning and: 


at oz, will 1 pray. 


' » Pſal. 1. 2: In his-law doth he:-meditate 


day and night. 


Luk..2.. 37: Anna ſerved God, with 


| faſting: and prayers, night and day, - 


1 Tim. 5.5, 6.She that is a Widow in- | 


deed, continues in prayers night and day : 
but ſhethat lives in pleaſuvre,is dead whilſt 
ſhe lives.. 


Epheſ..6. 3 8. Pray” alwayes , . watching 


thereunto with all perſeverance. 

Ephe/. 5-4. 19. Nor fooliſhtalking, nor 
jeſting, but giving of chanks : ſpeaking to 
yourſelves in Pſalwes and Hymnes. 

- Afar. 1. 35, Jeſus rifing a great while be - 


- fore day, went into a /olitary place and- 


prayed, 


- Luke 6. =” ks int0'«:monntain and : 


C£0X>= 
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continued all night in prayer. © Is 1 
Luk. 5.16. And he withdrew himſelf 
into-the wilderneſs and prayed. ys 
AA, 16,25. And at midnight Paul and 
Silas prayed. 1 
AF.2.42. | After their converfionÞthey 
continued ſteadfaſtly in breaking of bread' 


and prayers, 


AF. 10. 2, Cornelius a devout man, fea- 
red God with all his houſe, gave much almes 
to the people, and prayed alway. | 

2 Cor. 6. 5. [ Compared with 2 Cor. It. 


- 23, &c, ] in /aboxrs, in watchings, 10 faſter 


ings, in hunger and thirſt, inwearyneſs and 
painfulneſs. oat 
Matth, 11.12, The kingdome of. hea» 
Fo ſafſfers violence, and the violence take it. 
woe. Eg 
Prov. 28. 14, Happy is that man that 
feareth always. S 0 > 
Lak, 12.35,36. Let your loyns be girdle, 
and your lights brning, waiting for the 
coming of the Lord. 


F 
þ 
w 


” 


Luk, 13-23, Lord are there few that be 
ſaved ? flrive to enter in at the ſtrait gat, 
for I ſay unto you,”any ſal feek to enter in, 
and all net be able. ket 5 T , 


' 1 Co: 


.receiveth the prize. So run that ye may 
_ebtain—he that ſtriveth muſt be tempera;, 
in all things —1 ke:p under my body , leſt— 
T1 ſhould provea caſt-away. 

__*Matth. 22. 14. Many are called , but 
few are choſen, | © 

x Cor. 3. I5, He ſhall be ſaved, /o as by 


fire. 
1 Per. 4 11. If the righteous /carcely be 
faved. - 


 - * "Hatth, 19. 23,24, Arich man ſhall 
hardly enter, &c. 


' AB: 20. 31, Therefore watch, and re- | 


member that by the ſpace of three yeeres, 
I ceafed not to warn every one-night and 
day with tears, 
' 1 Foh, 7. 19, The whole world lyethiin 
ich edneſs. F ; 
. T Cor. 1. 26. Not many wiſe, not many 
mighty, not many noble, 


Luk. T9. 23. Every man ſhall receive 

. According to hu talent. 

 Euk, 12. 43, &c. Bleſſed is that ſervant, 

_ + whom the Lord when he cometh, ſhall finde 
0 doing. ety o 

\ Aatth. 25, 30. Caſt ye the unprofitable 
ervant inro utter darkneſs, [Yee 


| 
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' I Cor. 9.24; Allrun inthe 7ace,but ons 
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[Yea, though he had notwa 
lent, but keptitclean and trim in a napkin. ] 
| Matth. 25.41. Depart ye curſed, ye did 
not feed me, nor c/othed me, nor give me 
drink. nh 52 bd TIS 
2 Cor, 5.10. Wemuſt all appear before 


the judgement ſeat of Chriſt, chat every ove 


may receive the things done in his body, whe- 


ther good or evill, according to that he hath 
done. TIE: 
Matth. 12, 36. ——every idle mord that 
men ſhall ſpeak, they ſhall give an account 
thereof at the day of judgement. 

2 Pet, 3. 11. Seeing then that all theſe 
things ſhall be diſſolved, what manner of 
perſons ought ye-to be i» all holy converſa- 
1501? | | x 208 
Verſe 14, Beloved,\ſeeing that ye look 
for ſuch things, be di/;gent, that ye may be 


. 


blameleſs, ; —_ 
Luk, 21.36. Watch ye therefore and pray, 
that ye may be thought worthy to eſcape 
all theſe things, and to ſtand before the 
Son of man, 


JW 


Heb. 12.17. You know how that after- 
ward when he. would have inherited: the 
bleſſing, 


- 
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- found of him in peace, withour [por and 


bleſſiog \ he wat 


—_ ed, Lorbe found wp lar 
for 19 <llupaſh gh be ſought it careful 
with tears. | 


Heb. 10. 26. Ifweſin wilfully after we 
have received the knowledg of the truth, fi 
there remaines »o more "ſacrifice for, 
him, P 
Luk, 13.25. When once the maſter of 
the houſe is riſen up, and hath Bur ro che 54 
door, and ye begin to ſtand without and to 


in 
2n 


knock.—-And he ſhall anſwer, [hnow Jon na _ 
whence Jou are. . 
Epheſ.- 9.12, For man.alſ6 knoweth not 
-Pheſe'9. 
--$i time as the fiſhes that are taken in; an K 


 evill get+, and as the birds.caught in the | 
ſnare. 
E - - Prov, I. 24, Becauſe I-have called and 
=. Ye have refuſed, I will alfo- laugh at your - 
=p ny, and wock when your fear com | 


C7 


a.a 


£uk.6. 24 Woe: unto you that are 

6 ich, for you bave received your conſolation 
2h — Woe to you that are fu//-—Woe unto 4 

1 you that /angh now. : 

- © Prov. 1. 32. — the proſpevity of fooles 4 

= ſtall deſtroy them. 

t | Lak. 


% 


"Lok, 16- 25. Remember that ' thou 
in thy life time receivedſt thy good things, 
2nd now thou art tormented.  . IL 
Heb, 11..25 . Chuſing rather ro ſuffer af 
flition with the people of God, then.to:en- 
joy the pleaſures of fin fora ſeafon,”: - 
Lak. 6. 20. Bleſſed be ye podr—blefſed 
are ye that hanger now.— bleſſed are: ye . 
that weep *now , —blefſed are ye: when 
men ſhall hare you, and ſhall reproachyou: - 
——Trejoyce ye in that day and leap for 
JOY ror | 453 
Pal, 17. 14. From the men of the 
world O Lord, from the men of the world, 
which have ther portion in tha life, whoſe. | 
belly thou filleſt with thy hid treaſure;&c> 
Tuae 12, feeding without fear. | | 


"4g 


Y AMatth. 13. 45- The wiſe Merchant 
FI fold all he had to buy the pearle,  . oe 

Matth, 13. 22. The cares of this world,: ., 
and deceirfulneſs of riches choak the 


I word, 


A 
4 | 


* 
L £ 


k Lak. 12, 33. Sell chat ye have and. 
gue almes, provide for your ſelves a trea- 


; ſure 1% heaven that faileth not; [compared F 
ps NILLOY 


vith 31,32, 34. ] I _ at 
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: Marth. 19. 21. If thou wilt be per 
fe, goe and /el that thou haſt and. give to 
the poor, and thow ſhale have treaſmurt is 
heaven, and come and follow me. 

_ Att. 2. 44, 45. And all that believed 
were together, ---and /o/d their poſſeſſions 
and goods, and parted them, — 
"I Cor, IO. 24. 33. Let no- man ſeek hy 


as I pleaſe all men inall things, not /ech ing 
my own profit, but the profit of many, that 
they may be ſaved. 
> x Cor. 13:5. Charity ſccherh not her own, 
" .Rom.1 542, 3. Let every.one of us pleaſe 
his neighbour, and not our ſelves--for even 
Chrift-pleaſed net himſelf- - | i 

2 Cor. 9.6. He that ſoweth ſpari»g/,f 3 
ſhall reap /paringly. 7 FEAT 

Att. 9. 29. They ſhewed him the coart 
4nd garments which Dorcas had made. 

Luk, 16. 9. Make ye friends of the ut« 

rezhteous Mammon, that when ye faile,rhej] 
4) receive ye into everlaſting habitations, | 
__ Luk. 14: 13, 14.When thou makeſt off tl 
feaſt, call the poor , the maimed, the blindsyy fa 
- and thou alt bebleſſed, for thou ſhalt be 0 
recompenſed at the reſurreRion of the juſh 
. Dan. 4, 27. Break off thy fins by right 
oulneſfle, and thine iniquities by ſpewing 
RET OT 7 mere) 


al 


Os x 
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mercy to the poor, it maybe a lengthening of 


ll cy tranquillity. | | 
nll Prov. 16.6. By mercy and truth iniqui- 


ty is purged, | CE 

Liuk.7. 47. her ſins which are many are 
forgiven her, becauſe ſhe loved much. | 

Luk. 19. 8.19. Zachew gave half bus 
goods tO the poor. EY 

I Tim.6. 19. charge the rich---that they 
diſtribute, /aying #p in ſtore for themſelves 
4 good foundation, that they may ay bold on 
eternall life. RS ” 
"| 1 7am.27, Pure religion is this — to vis 
elf fite the fatherleſs and widows in their affli- 
nf ion, | x 
| - D#k, 17. 41, Give a/mes,and all things 
"| are c/ean unto yon. | | 

2 Cor. 8, 7. As ye abound. in faith and. 
1 knowledge, ſee that ye. abound 5s this 
grace allo. | F322 | ; 


j* 1T7im 2.9, 10, —that women adorn. 
: x3 themſelves in modeſt apparell,with ſhame» _ 
4H faſtneſs and ſobriety, not with plaited hair, 

el or gold'or pearles—— bat with good works.- 

x Per. 3. 3, 4 whoſe adorning let it not. 

be outward, of plaiting the hair— but let 

it be the hidden man of the - - 
cne 
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which is ia the ſight of God of great price, 


- Luk. 1.74. he hath del;veredus;that we 
might ſerve him, —#»: holizeſs and righte» 
onfneſs all the dayes of our life. 

I Per, 2. 21, 22+ Chriſt hath ſ#ffered for 
us, leaving us an exumple—rhat ye ſhould 
foltow his ſteps — who did #o ſin. 

Heb.12.14,—and holyneſr,without which 
2 mas ſhall [ee God. 

Phil.2. 12 Work out your ſalvation with 
fear and trembling. | bet: | 

1 Per. 1. 17. If ye tall him father, who 
without reſpe& of perſons judgeth accor- 
ding to every mans work , paſs the time of 
your ſojourning here With fear. 


Gal. 6.7: Be not deceived., God is notif 


mocked, for whatſoever a man ſowerh that 
ſhall healſo-reap ; for he that ſoweth ro hu 
fleſb, ſhall of his fleſh reap corruption, 

'- Joh. 9. 39. for judgemem 1 am come into 
this world. 

 Rom.1.18. The Wrath of God is revea- 

ted from heaven againſt all »»godlineſs 0 
men, who ho/d the trath in unrightcouſneſs, 


AMatth. 3.10.12. Now is the ax laid toff 


the root of the tree—every tree that bring 
SIP | ep] 
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the ornament of a meek and quiet fpirit, 


1 


N 


caſt into-the fre—Chriſts fanne is in 


oth tot Poetry froiti is.hewen down and 


hand, and he will thoroughly parge his floor 
—and barn up the chaſfe with unquencha- | 
ble fires _ |; - 

fam. 2. T4: What. doth it profit though 
a man ſay he hath faich ard have no workes 
can faith ſave him ? 

. Epheſ. 5. 5,6. Ye know that no whore- 
monger— Ar. coverous mar hath any in- 
heritance i» the kingdom of Chriſt; let no 
man-deceive you with vain words, | 

At.9, 36. This woman ( Dorcas) was 
fol of good wy and almeſdeeds which ſhe 


2 Tit. 11. 12. The! race of God hath ap- 
peared—teachingus to deny ungodlynelſs 


| and worldly luſt, 


2 Tim, 1. 6. Stir up the gift of God | 
ih thee, 

E Tim.q-13, 14 Give attendance to rea- 
ding—neglett not the gift that is. in thee 
— meditate on theſe things — give thy ſelf 
wholly. to them... 

'T-Tiheſ.. 5.19. Quench not the ſpirit 


— Not ſlorhfull in buſineſs ,© pray ever-. 


more. .-. . ow 


Col:3-5: | Ptbrin Jour member which 
axe upon earth. 

_— F15. Walk cirewmſpetth / redeems 

tp the time. 

2 Pet.1, 5.Give all diligence add to'your 
faith vertne, and'tovertte knowledge, and 
toknowledge remperanee; - 

1 Cor-9. 24, 1 keep under my body. 

Maitrh. rg. 12. And thete be Ewnnches, 
which have made themſelves ſo for the 
kingdom of heavens fake: 

Heb. 5. 8. Chriſt tearned obedience: by 
coſe things he ſuffered. | 


Prove3. 17. Herwayes are : wajes of plea 
 Fammeſs, and all'her pathes are peace. 
© Toh:5 3:His commands are not grievous; 
— Matth. 11,28, &c. My yoakis eaſie,and 
burden /:ght. * 
Pſal. 31.19.23, 24. How great is thy 
etleefs, which thou haſt laid 4p for rhiem 
that fearethee, &c, | 
- Phil. 4. 13, Tea do all things throdgh 
-— Cheiſfftrer ſtrengthens-me. 
Pfat: £19.103.H6w fiveer are thy words 
unto my. taſte ; ſweeter they honty, © 
Putt. t6:Morets de defired thew "gut 
_ yea, thei fine gold. 
efor 34-8, Taſte and iry how grations 
ord is. Joh 
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-/ Tebi4.34;Jeſus faid, Hy wear 1s to doe the 
' wil of him that ſent me. ; 58Þ. 
ml - 1 Per. 1.8. Yerejoyce with joy wnſpeak: 
able and full of glory. 
ut fl -- Rom. 6.21, What fruit had ye in thoſe 
nl things whereof ye are now aſhamed, + | 
Zam.5\t7. Elias was a man /abjet# to like 
Wl paſſions as 2 are, and he prayed earneſt» 
er, 7, &c. #3 


great unworthineſs of ſuch a though 

queſtion as this. 
eas muſt I, or how few or little may I prattiſe vo 
_ avoid puning, or to attain ſalvation (Ecclus. 
T1. 23. 26.) A queſtion moſt ungratefull 
towards him, that meaſured not out his 
love ſo niggardly to us, (El. 5.4.) whenhe 
pave his onely Son tobe murthered forus; 
a queſtion-proceeding fromthe (laviſh iſpi- 


God and the prefent worſd, - and 


thoſe two enemies,as both his owrt frietids, 
A queſtion ignorant of Gods purchaſe:oF- 
our bodies and. foules to ſerve him, andof 
our ſolemne vowes in Baptſine , and the - 
jacw Covenant made with- God. - A-que- 
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rit of bondage, (and not of love ):that 
would fain compound the RN Gr < 
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byll And with theſe, conſider frriouſly the ©. ! 
tot: 2} 
How much of theſe things WET 
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- titudewill ſtint its benevolence, ' and one- 


- - enough for. ſalvation , and to be happy it 


<4 can never be.anſwered.for any ones ſecu 
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Kion tending toithe refiſtance/and.querich. 
ing of .Gods grace ,”and"the Holy Spirit; 
which withinus would advance us ſtill fur- 
ther in holyneſſe ; whereas this our ingra- 


ly be illuminated and helped 'by-it, for 
whats abſolutely neceflary. * By its juſt 
indignation thoſe many times being deny- 
ed this, whocare for no more, and loath 
© be better then good , they never at- 
tain ſo farre as to be good ; (-which mark 
few bit which levell not above it )' a que. 
ſion fooliſhly propoſed , as if there were 
hereafter no degrees in the reward anſwe- 
'xable to greater ſervice here : And as if the 
nattrowneſle. of the way, the paucity of 
the ſaved; the ſtrineſle of our Saviours 
precepts, our conformity required in this 
1ifeto Chriſts ſufferings, the greatneſſe of 

our; former fins, truly deſerying eternall 
- totments, (which obliege us to love much, 
where much hath been forgiven ) the dith- 
culcy of a ſufficient repentance , the labo» 
Tr9us, examples of Saints, did not all cry 
aloud to. us , that doing our beſt is little 


the loweſt degree..,. Laſtly,a queſtion tha 


ricychat askesic,, The meaſure of loving 
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God, is to love him above meaſure; faitt  _ 

Saint Auſtine. Nunquam dicito,$ufficiti. 
cum defints efſe-mehior , inrip#s eſſe deterivx't 
Never. ſay tis enongh,for when thou ceafeſt 
to grow better, thon beglineft: to: grow 
| worſe. He that ſeriouſly conſiders that 
recept of our Saviour, Be ye perfetF as your 

n Ly Father is. perfe&t, A aow Ant 2 

th his own-daily Petition, Thy will bedone an 'J 

earth 4s it #5 in heaven;mull both ſeet himifelf - 
| oblieged to doe morethenhe doth, and be 

convinced that by the help-of Gods ſpirit: . 
alwayes: ready to promote him, he.may 
attain.intimeto what others have attained 
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-. What great good:many have mc 
the. lives: of holy people,” is evident from 
off Saint Auſtine, who: in. his- eighth bookof 
1} bis Confeſſions, gives. an account gf the: 
| benefit which himſelf, and. two more re» 
ceived by the relation of the life of Saint 
Amthoyy, (well worth our reading)intheſe: 
words. | , HEE St nll 
:; When: I applyed my ſelf to Saint: fan 
. MW 6r0/es father, he fell-upon the diſcourſe gf 
MM one-F7Forinus a Philoſopher, convetted to- 
bea: Chriſtian ; who though a mani maſt 
$Skilfull in all the-kberall ſciences; ;and/fiad 
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been Maſterto 23s bletietats and 
25 an Enſigne of his fo + rea Maſterſhip, 
Obtained a ſtatue in the Roman forum: 
yet bluſhed -nOt- to become a ſervant '6 
Chriſt, ſubmitting his neck to the yoke of 
humility , and ſibduing-his forehead ty 
the ignominy of the croſſe : I was all oy 
fire'to be imitating him ;but bound I was 
with my ov/n iron will; the enemy was 
maſter of my willingnefle, ( by which he 

made achain for me) and had therewith 
hound me, becauſe that of a froward will 
is2lutrhade, and a juſt ever obeyed, be- 


' comes 2 cuſtome , and a-cuſtome not re 


kſted, ; brings on a neceſſity, by which did; a 
very hard bondage hold me enthralled ; 

for that new wil hich now 1 began to 
have 40 pair theworſhi and enjoy 
ing of thee,O God,theonly afſuretl ſweet. 
neſſe, itwas notable 2s : £0. overcome 
my former wilfulneſſe, now hardened id 
medy & long continuance. 

\ Thus did my two wills try. maſteries 
within me, and by their diſagreeing waſted 
out- my ſoul, thus/came 1 to underſtand 
what 1'had ſometime read , That the fleſb 
"Iuſterth againſt the --& goed , and the Lode 
| goin ek feb, Ga 5. 17. And yet 
cuſtome now! ke CIT 4 = 
| | mo 


: /'\ 
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more ſtardyiagainitme ,;hecayſe-Imascar- — 
Te hichde walknghy ingly ,- whither my will: 
was not th havecome; and wha cherefe 
canwith any equity'find fault, if juſtipur 
nifhrment folbowes: npotr opr iwilfull HinÞ | 
ning'2- Nor: had I'new:that fair ;preteiice- 
vrexeuſe which formerly I kemed to havye,. 
wheri mot:engaged ta forſake the world to: 
"Ul zrtend ehy ſervice; forthateheſknowlellge 
hee of Chetruth! was they utcertain cameſor+- 


-” 
w 
} 
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ithY] ing gow 1 food aſſured of it, bur. I-b&ing 


ore . 


ill preft or theearth ,; xefuſedro-fight.unger: 1 


de- thy banner; yea.; as much afraid was Eto: - 
tY befreed of what did hinder my march.tor- 
da wards:thee; is :Jonght to have been afrajt} 
& Fo CO | query 5 _ wich the- - 

da; -of.: this. nt- world-, was 1as: 
ha Fx... a perf. 3 AS/a man-uſerth tobe: 
gs F ——— upon —_ F: wan oo 
he offers-of fuch as wou up; and yet 
being overcome with a ns nts ; 
lye down again, .and like a Anggitt ma a 
who though angryat himſelfe fat it. yet: 
Junvillingly willing takes: another” [Gyeet: 
-nap, notwithſtanding be -knowes:it to he: 
high timefor him tobe ſtirring : ſo allured? 
was Ithat much better it were for me go- 
give upmyfelf coithy 'goodnelle, then to- 
2 RPE: >, | E 4  g1ve- 
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ive over my ſelf tomy Tenſaality: yet nots 
Siehhmdingichne peo rms frye 
my reaſon ;this-tickledcanderichral'd my 
nſes.; *: e T1882 bot) yImps vor iv ng; 
;Norhad any thing now-to anfwer vhiee 
calling'toime, **4riſe thaw that fleepe ſtand 
ffand ny from the dead;and Chrift fratt giw 
thee tight; Bpheſiig: 14 but:certain lither 
an® droivſie'words; 02 wniy bromie by nd 
by Fm fry autltth bile t: biit:my Now 
and-4-ohad td Weaſare with them; and 
my 1:ittle while. drove ;6n: to.1a : mighty 
Tength, -7 invain” delighted in thy law at» 
"Fording' to ny when undibex law 

41 y member; rebelled apuinſs thelan'sf 
w ii Draden ff me thor rare path a, 
which'wasin my member;, Romy .232:;;that 
Jaw of fin now is:the violence:of cuſtome, 
by-which-the minde of: mani is'drawniand 
- 'holden againſt its will, -deſerving t6 be 6 
Holden, -becauſe it ſo willingly -flides into 
that cuſtome, - +» - ji ; 


'-/—— And the manner how thou del 

'veredſt me out:of the: bonds of-luſt; anc 
will 'now-declare, and confeſſe unto thy 

Mane. 255: 7 1T $8 
2 i#Y 
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dnefſe of minde-grew may 
1 . "+2 08 
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and. more,upon. me,,.and I daily ſent. yp: 
ſighs unto-thee, Lreforted Rane unto- 
-thy Church, as. ofcen as the burden of my: 
worldly buſineſſe (under which I groaned) - 
would give me. leave, —and npon a certain 
.tme ( one Alypims a lawyer being. in my” 
company) there came tous one Potitianm,, 
.an Officer of. the Emperors court, and: 
down we fate all three together ; it ſo hap-- 
ned, that upon the table he eſpyed a book: 
Jing, which he took up and opened ; and\ 
quite beyond his.expeQation, found it to" 
Saint Pawles Epiſtles, whereas he thought: 
af it rather to have been one of my. law? © _; 
bookes; at which he ſmiling to himſelf,andi -- } 
fin - looking upon-me(in a congratulating man-- «2 
hat ner as 1 were) wondred not alittle, thats: 
nel be had fqund fo unexſpecedly ſuch a. book, 
nd for he was both a Chriſtian; andonethar:. 
; off often. uſed to proſtrate: himſelf before thee / 
atoff] -our God in thy Church, in frequent:and: 

| daily prayer; whom therefore when I had: 
| once told that] beſtowed much paines ye 
1-01 that book, began ,a .narration, of the 
life of. Anthony the Monk of Egypt, whoſe: 
name.was inmoſt high repytarion amgngſ* 
thy ſervants. 

But we ſtood. amazed, 'hearin Juch Wor-- 
derfull workes ſo generally te an | 
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F2£o  perfotmedulfoalmoſt indiffFowntime. + 
"Eromthis ſtory of Awthox7, took he oc. 
__eafion ro diſcourſe of forrie companies of 
'Monaſteries and their cuftomes, of a ſweet 
\inelling favour unto thee; and the fruitfull 
breaſts of the ſolitary wilderneffe ; We 

liſtened to him with great ſilence. | 
' Thereupon he took occaſion totell how 
himſelf and three of his Comrades at Tri- 
ers walking there in the Gardens near the 
City walls, forted themſelves into two 
companies, whereof one company ranging 
about, ſtumbled by chance on' a certain 
houſe, inhabited by divers of thy fervants, 
Poor 11 [pirit, of whom is the kingdome of God; 
where rhey found a little book of the life 
of Anthony , one of them began to read it 
wonder at it, and be inflamed with it, and 
even'in the very reading, to deviſe npon 
the taking ſuch a life upon him, and by 
giving over his ſecular employments to be- 

take himſelf to thy ſervice. 

. __- Atid immediately filled with a holy 
_ tove, anda ſober ſhamefaſtneſfe, even an- 
gry himſels, again he caft his'eyes upon 
is friend ſaying, Tellme what prefermerit 
is that unto which all theſe labours of ours 
2ſpite ?' what altne-we at > what'is itwe 
frye the Statefor >'can our hopes von 
& . XUE: 


i per the 
yourites ?2inwhich is, there - 
off nar dcitcle-and full of i 2-and by. 
«| how many perils arrive-we at laſt uno. QNne- 
ul danger greater z#han;pll the xeſt.2. An d\how: 
Vell Jong -ſhallywe be getting thus high ?-where 
| 25 if 1 be-deſiroys ,onely to; 4 
wil friend of God-, 1: am.even nowmade it--. 
Yi This he ſaid; and- all in painjn che;trd+- 
hel vaile of newneſle of life, he turn'd-his eyess 
roll again: pon the:book:, and ixead .qns ani 
nel was inwar = changed, his minde::bep 
jinfl quite diſpofleſt of worldly cares.;;for-as he: 
ts, read forward:, and rolled -up;and. dowm 
4: thoſe waves of: his heart , he expre 

feſl indignation/ac himſelf, felt ds. 
it. fi; and: reſolved finally i Aden Fi 
| tercourſe ;-and thus now became. 

ly thioe;, be faith to his friend, Evennows = 
have I broke looſe-from-thoſe-a ditious: - | 
-llopes:of:.ours; and. am fally: ;refſplved- 

ſerve God onely : as for thee; ikthoumults 
not imitateme, diſſwade me not;..Where-- oY 
unto the other: anſwered, that he-al{p» _-: 
would:cloſely ſtick unto him; ashisparts- - 
it ner in ſo ample reward; and: his; com-- 
15 rade inſo honourableaſervice;.Thusbotk': 
of them now become thine; and-built a. ſpia- 
rituall; tower: with: their own-treaſuryy.o 


forſ! ang. all;.gnd NT Th 


The other" two'cameuntsthem/in' this 
very nick'of time,” and underſtanding their 
reſolutions ,” would not be altered, yerdid 
bewaile themſelves ( as Potitianmw- who 
himſelf was one of them confeſſed.):with 
Texres, piouſly congratulating with them, 
and recommended” themſelves to' their 
prayers : and turning their hearts towards 
earthly things, returned into the Cort, 
but the other two. ſetting their affeions 
upon heavenly things, remained'in that 
'Cortage. 2Pigf 2 
This was Petitianus his ſtory ; but thou 
OLord'all the while that he was —_ 
didfFturn me back to reflet upon my ſelf, 
"taking 'mefrom behinde my back-where 
"*had'ſet me,” when I had no liſt to obſerve 
"my own ſelf,, and now ſet me $efore my 
vn face, that I'might diſcern how filthy, 
anScrooked;, and ſordid, and beſpotted, 
anduſ&@ous I 'was'; and I beheld and ab- 
horred my felf,: and yet knew not how to 
"flyefrom my ſeff; for thou ſtill oppoſed 
'my ſelf unto my- ſelf , and: thruſtedſt me 
ever and'anon into my own eyes, to make 
me'finde atlaſt.my. own iniquity;and make 
metoarhiic=—and how much the more ar- 
-dently 1loved choſe ewo, whoſe wholfome 
purpoſe Theardrelated; even for-that wy 
TY nds oe). «5: BRO had 
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had reſigned up:themſelyes to:theetobe 
cured, ſo much: the more. deteſtably did,I 
lid hate myſelf -in- compariſon:.of them for 
ho haviag ſo long: delayed te, ſearch; ogt 
ch B -rhat; of -which, not-anely: the findings; byc 
m. | even thebare ſeeking 4s before all pleaſures. 
eir fl] —Biit Taimoſt wretched young fellowain- 
d || happy even. in the. very entrance of my 
rt, |. 'youth; had even-then-begged; chaſtity at 
ns thy hands, andſaid, Give, wec Riryz buc 
at} i\give.itnot yer  for:-L was afraid. thayghs 
- | -wouldeſt-hear me too- ſoon ;--—And:this 
ouſſ -was the reaſon Ithinkwhy.I deferred from 
S  day:today to. contemne all hopes in, this 
| . world, 8 follow theezbecauſe.theredid get 
e1} - appear to-me any certain. end. towhich.:I 
vel :migbedice& my-courle but now: wes the 
ny} 'daycome wherein:I was.to: be {et naked be- 
y, fore my ſelf;and when-my. own conſcience - 
d,l was to convince me, a cettainty/appeared 
bl :now where I might take up; & yer ſtil did 
rofl that:burdenoverload me;; whereagbehg! 2 
RY others have gotten 'wings- to free. their 
neſl ſhoulders by flying from under it.— Thus - 
keſl felt 1-2 corroſive within, yea moſt; vehe- 
kefll mently; confounded was L,;whillt: Parztia- 
r- 2»s: was telling that, Rory-rand after his 
el departure, Laid rompAelf, Yea what laid 
5 Lnot withia wy (clf.2-wich-yhat ſcourges — 
FS of - 1 
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44 "eas: 
'of condemning ſentences-4aſhe-Tinot my 
own ſoul >- to make it followme, endes- 
vouring now to. goe after thee : : which: yet: 
drew back and refuſed, but gave no reaſon. 
Sf ics-refuſal1;all its.arguments were alcea- 
_—_— and confuredl, {there remaineda 

ac erembling;, and” it feared'like death, 
to be reſtrained ed ofchetivingea? cuftome; 

Inthe midft-of this inteſtine war waged: 
withiamy bowels, 4vith open,mouth I det. 
-npon my-friend-Alipixs, cry ngout, #ihy. 
T— <we-any longer '?' what 6 che? hat: 

iboa-even-now?- rhe wnlearned of the 

wer Pare up ,. and-taky the RimgWorer & 
violence, and we-with-all our | 
ng bearts willow in fleſp.and blood : 'b 
ers/are gone before, is't' a ſhamefor ns: 
to come after? -'or is itinot:rathera-great 
ſhame _ ieatl: to-goe-after-them ? for 
_=_ onely to -goe towards, ibut -to-arrive: 
ily atthat lappinefle; requireth no more- 

| gr. A hacFor £0 it; 'butyet' tolwill ic 
thoroughly ani reſolutely;notwitha flag-- 
gering-ant a'half frekwill,;to'be off, and: 
On, 'whten the will is not alt: one with the- 
r:for-2#ſoonas Ehadithe-will:todoe, 
Fhad the-power allo; becauſe. as: ſoon as: 
over I willed - I willed thioroughly-; forat: 
;—omg 2/time the power-isall:one:wick =_ 
Wills, 
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will, and the willing is now thedoing. But | 
-when the ſoul willeh not entirely, 'neithi 


doth it command entirely,for fo farforth - 
it commandeth as it willeth : and ſo far 
forth is not the thing done , whichis'com- 
manded; as it willeth it not. Becauſe ve-- 
zily it doth not command fally, therefore- 
is not the thing done which it command- 
eth ; for were the willing full, it wonld 
never command there ſhould be-a: bare 
willing, becauſe that willing was therebe..- 
fore. *Tis therefore no monſter;parthy'to 
will and partly to niH ; onely an-rnfirmity 
ef the ſoul, that it being over-loaded with: 
il cuſtome, cannot entirely rife upy-ab- 
though aſliſted by divine truth... + 

Thus ſoul-ſick I was, *and inthisman-- 
ner tormented, turning and winding my. 


Ef inmy chain, till that whichheld-me-  _ 


might be-utterly broken; and thou'O Lord: 
preſſedſt upon me- in my bowels. witha. - 
moſt ſevere mercy , redoubling'thy laſhes: 
of fear and ſhame; leſtT ſhould grve- way. 
again—for'I faid within my felf, Lerir be 
de now , tet it be done forthwith; andno- 

fooner-Hhad Tfaid the word, but:I-beganto- 


putonthe reſolution ; now'Feven almoſt 
did 7s ene 7 and't. 
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Theholy Life and Death ” 


ned-the (worſe. that I. had. been; antientl; 
tomed-unto., prevailed :more oy 
—_ then. the better which 1 had neyer try- 
.ed z) 0a.the one ſide my. antient vanities 
"hook meby,this fleſhly garment,and ſpake 
{oftly in my eare;,,Canft thou thus part with 
.#s::?..and ſball we more accompany thee far 
ever ? and what were. thoſe: things which 
.they.ſuggeſted > O:my.God, ſuch as let thy 
mercy utterly turn away from the ſoul of 
thy rvant.: ; lheard. them verily not half 
Ao.gear hand now , norſo freely contradi- 
ting me,, but, muttering as it were ſoftly 
zehinde my, back ,, and even now ready to- 
.he packing, yet giving r me a privy pluck,to 
| Took once more back upon them. 
.--; But,on the other ſide, continency diſco- 
'vered her ſelf, honeſtly tempting me to 
.come.to her,and doubt nothing, there wexe: 
in, company with, ber, very. many bo 
ans .men.and maidens ; z and ; Fave Wi- 
and; antient. virgins,. and. ſhe was 
Pleaſant With me-with a kinde of exhor- 
1ns..aiip,/-fa: ing, Canft not thou perform: 
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'theeO Lord, and much to.this purpo! 
Tunto thee, How long Lord wilt thow be an- 
"-gry,for ever ? remember not my former "4ttir 


fandeft not dt alitcaſft:thy ſelf xpan hins; fear 

wr; he: will: nor flip'-away; and; wake thee 
fall ;caft-thy [plf ſecurely pon bim, he will 
reveueorhee und: heal. thee, 1 blufhtall this 
while to:myfelf-very much; and this cony 
troverſie T-felt.in my heart about nothing 
but' my ſelf againſt my ſelf. _ - 3 590) 
1 $0 ſoon therefore as a deep:confiderath 
on; even fromthe ſecret bottome: of. my 
ſout ha& drawm-together:;/;andJaidiallmy 
miſery upon: one: heap! before. my: lieart, 
thereano&e.a mighty ſtorm, aecompanyed ' 
with a:ſhowre of tears, which: that I mighg 
ventifreely,>with expteſſiqus moſt fuitabls, 
Irofe up from my friend -Aipins ;; cate 
ceivingſohtarineſſe more agreeableto that 
how under a figge tree, giving.free-liberty 
to:my tears; whereupon: theflouds pfay - 
eyes puſhed Gut, ah ogra» 


quities:yea I ſent up theſe miſtrable exglar 
mations,: :How,Jong-? how lang Aft Mito ner 
row,» and tomeribw ? why not now" ?:'W 


fore even this very hour 35 there not an end 


. put tomy uncleanneſſe? - - uni 
"Thus muck I uttered, weeping-in the 
i: m0o1 
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behold F heard-avoyce in a ſinging Tune 
ſaying, .and often repeating , Take mp ani 
read ,. take up \audread : whereupon: up-1 
got,” interpreting-it no other , but that] 
was from -God himfelf commanded:to 6- 
pen the book azd read the Chapter which 
I ſhould firſt light upon ::for 1 chad heard 
of Anthory, thatby hearing the 'Golſpell 
read, he took himfelf to be-admomfhed. az 
if it/had purpoſely been ſpoken to him, Gor 
and el tbat thou haft; and give to rhe poor, 
and thou {pale bave treaſure inheauen, aut 
nmdaepatclogaoged 
| ſencly cOnve to thee: TTOTT. £79 -0107 £ 
'Haſtily therefore went T again-to- the 
Place where Hefr Avipiur; andiſnarcht up 


the Apoſtles book ;-and” in ſence veal 
at Chapter which Tfirftcaſt-my eyes ups 


that 
On; "Not in" rioting and drankenneſſs:: notin 
chambering aac, Rn ant 
envying, but put on the Lord Feſus , "and 
make no provifion for the fleſh, te fulfill the 
Twſts thereof No further would Tread, nor 
meeded1, for inſtantly ;-even withthe end 
of this ſentence, by a light as it were of 
ſecurity darted into my ſoul, all the dark- 
neſſe of wavering vaniſhed:for ſo through: 
1ythou- hereby. convertedſt me: _ oy 
#34 ;1 | .1e 'q 


- moſtbitter contrition'of.my heart, when 


LE f . 
_. O Lord truly T am thy ſervant I am't 


zight hand had reſpe unto the profound- 
 nefſe of my death, and drew forth out of 
the bottome of my heart, that bottomleſſe- 


note ed AD. ern i... Sx ED. - Anat 


- 


felf ,, that 1 ſought now'no-mare after 


2 wife, [not any other hopes in' this 


(vs 


ſervant, and the Son of thy handmaid, thow 
baft broken my bonds in ſunder. I will offer 
to thee the ſacrifice of praiſe, Plal. 126: 16, 
17-Letmy heart praiſe thee,and my tongue, 
yea, let al my boxes ſay , O Lord'who is like 
wnto thee ? let them ſay, and anſwer thou 
me,and [ay wnto my ſoul, 1 am thy ſalvation, 
Whoam I > and what manner of man? 
what evill have T not done? But thou 
Lord art good and mercyfull., andt 


* 


eulf of corruption, which was to nill alf 
that thou willedſt,and to will all that thou 


nilledſt. 


But where lay for ſo lang a time? and 
out of what bottome and deep ſecret- cor» 
ner, was my free will called forth ina mo- 
ment, whereby I ſubmitted my neck to 


_ thy eafie yoak, Matth. 11. 30. and my 


ſhoulders unto thy /ight burchen, O Jeſus 
Chriſt, my helper and my Redeemer & 
P[al.x9. 
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moſdbitter contritioniofi\my heart, when 


behold F heard-avoyce in a ſinging Tune 
ſaying, .and often repeating , Take mp aus 
read ,' take up andvread + whereupon: up:1 
got,” interpreting'it no other,” but that] 

was from -God himfelf commanded-to 6+ 
_ pen the book ad read the Chapter which 
I ſhould firſt light upon : for 1 thad heard 
of Anthoxy, that by hearing the Goſpel 
read,: he took himfelf tro be-admonithed as 
if it had purpoſely been ſpoken to him, Ge 
and ſel that thou haſt; and give-to rhe poor, 
and thou ſpalt bave treaſure in heauen, ail 
_ Katly. converted to thee; ttc! 17 55 
Place where Hefr Avipizs, and ſnarcht up 


the Apoſtics book and: in ſlenceT vent 


hatChapter which Tfirftcaſt-my eyes ups 
chambeving and'wantonitfſſe, not in rift aut 
envying, but put on the Lord feſus , and 
wake 1no provifion for the fleſh, re fulfill the 
"Twfts thereof. No further would Tread; .nor 
meded1, for'inſtantly ;-even withthe end 
of this ſentence, by a light as it were of. 
ſecurity darted into my ſoul, all the dark- 
neſſe of wavering vaniſhed: for ſo through: 
1ythou- hereby. convertedſt me: unto! thy 
FAILS. 


ſelf. 
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.felf,, that 1 ſought now'no-more after 
2 wife, [nor -any- other hopes in' this 
world. | "HEY © + PH} 


73 | f Þ a "108 
. O Lord truly I am thy ſervant I am thy 
ſervant, and the Son of thy handmaid, thin 
baft broken my bonds in ſunder. I will offer 
to thee the ſacrifice of praiſe, Plal.'116.:16, 
17-Letmy heart praiſe thee,and my tongue, - 
yea, let all my bones ſay , O Lord 'who is like 
wwto thee ? let them ſay, and anſwer thou 
me,aud /ay unto my ſoul, 1 am thy ſaluation. 
Whoam I > and what manner of man? 
what evill have 1 not done? But thou® 
Lord art good and mercyfull., and thy 
Fight hand had reſpe& unto the profound; 
_nefle of my death, and drew forth ont of 
the bottome of my heart, that bottomleſſe 
gulf of corruption, which was to nill alf 
that thou willedſt,and to will all that thou 
But where lay for ſo lang a time? and 
out of what boctome and deep ſecret- cor» 
ner, was my free will called forth ina mo» 
ment, whereby 1 ſubmitted my neck to 
thy eafie yoak, Matth. 11. 3o. and my 
ſhoulders unto thy /ight burthen, O Jeſus. 
Chriſt, my helper and my Redeemer * 
P[al.19, 
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», —< o& 0 Pp, has my 


FO ITE 


pleaſures of vanities? yea what I before 
feared to loſe, was now a joy unto me to 
forgoe. For thou didſt caft them away 
{ from me, eventhou that reall and chiefeſt 
ſweetneſſe; thou threweſt them out, and 
in ſtead of them cameft in thy ſelf, ſweeter 
thenalkpleaſure, though nor.to fleſh and 
. blood-; brighter then all light, yezxmore- 
Privy. then all ſecrets, higher then all. ho- 
egour;though not to thoſe [that are high.in 
themſelves. . How became . my: ſoul - free 
from thoſe biting -cares of: aſpiring; aud 
getting, ant weltring in filth; and fromthe 
£grmenting irch of luſt. And.I converſed 
moxefamiliarly now; with thee:imyy. honour, 
Wy riches, my health , my Lord:God-.. -- 
Selmoned 3577 noe nfs 2 unatod of 
Fs 
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| of R Lad Falkland. - TW 3 
+ Difficile, imo _impoſſibile et, ut quis in 
utroque ſeculo beatus ſit, ut hic veniren, ' 
ibi mentem impleat, ut ae delitits wayen 
ad aclitias Hieran: Epiſt. 
Ic is difficult, yea impoſſible; ” be 


both' happy here and hereafter - to'ſa- 


tisfie this appetite here, and thy minde 
there, to paſle from es Ls plea- 
ſures rocternall, | e714 © 


ba LS” 


Delicatus es poo / 3 hic vis - 
re cum mundo , & poſtea regnare cum - 
Cyriſto. 
© Thou art too ſeer-tooth' d (bro- 
ther) if thou wouldeſt rejoyce here 
with the world, and reign hercafcer E 
with Chriſt. 

Licet quidam putent majoris eſſe wirtu- 
tus, preſentem contemnere. voluptatims ;- 
zamen ego puto ſecurioris eſſe continentis, 
weſcire quod quaras. 

Let others thinke it greater fouls 
to outdare preſent. delights : I muſt 
Jadge it more ſecurity to avoyd the 
temptations. 


zh 
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n The bily if and Death | 

Philoſophus gloriz animal, & popalaric 
evra wile mans wr coma totram feral ſarci- 
wary Hepoſait ; & tu te putas in virtutum 
culmine conſtitmtum, [i pan ex 1010 " 

7 = _ 

/The Philoſopher who was wholly 
glories creature, and a flaye to popu- 
lar breath, could throw away all the 


baggage of his money z and canſt thou 
think thy (elf perfect, if thou offereſt 


_ yponely 2 part 


Aſperam nobis & inſuavem virtutum 
viam, nimia facit vitiorum conſuetudo, 
que fi in partem alter am tr ansferatur, in- 
venrerwy ſemita juſtitie levis. 

That which makes the way of virtue 
ſeem rough and unpleaſant,is only the 
ciiſtom of finning : if we look upon it 
on the other part it will appear 4 
ſmooth path o rightcouſneſle, 


Grandem vim obtinet vera diletio, & 
qui perfecte amatur, totam ſibt amanils 


vendicat velaentaems : nib imperiofi 16 
ef 
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_ of rhe Lady Falkland, 5g — || 
ſt charitate, nos fi vere-Chriſtum djligi- | 
Nl 9b, [* £juus nos redemiptos ſanguine recor- 
| demur, nhl magis velle, mthil omnins 
| debermus _agere,, quam. quod illum- velle 
cognoſcimus. Duotieſeunque. te Vane 
i feculs dchectaverit ambitis,, quotics in 
fl wmnde aliquid videris glorioſum ; ad pa- 
if radiſurs mente tranſeredere, & efſe inci- 
1] pequed futnrus 65. . | 043 
| © Frue love carries'a great force with 
it, and what is perfe&tly beloved will 
FE draw to itthe entire affection of the 
© lover :: nothing 5 fo coOnmarenye 
, | charity, if we love Chrift rruly ; if we 
- BE reniember that we are redeemed by ns 
blood we ſhall will nothing more, nor 
at any thing more carneſtly then what 
we are:certain he liketh: as often there» 
th fore as the vain ambition of the world 
Ynticeth thee, as oftenas thou ſeeſt any 
thing in it alluring thee ; take a turn: 
heaven, and begin ih thy thoughts to 
be here, what thou ſhalt be for ever 
hereafter, | 


Ceſſet 
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Ca 1 exthfatid errorum, auft 
 Tuntur peccandi fada ſolatia: mhil omut: 
»d agimnus , qui nos per multityudints ex« 
empla\ defendimus', & ad conſolationtm 
woſtrum - alitya 'ſape numerantes vitia: 
aeefſe nobis dicimus, ques debeamns ſequi: 
ad illius exemplum mittimur , quem om 
wes fatemur imitandum,. atque. ideo tibi 
pracipue cure ſit, legem"woſſe divinam 
per quam poſſis quaſy preſentia cernere.ex- 
" empla ſanttorum.1dem Hleron: ix Epilt. 
Ceaſe now to excuſe thy errors,give 
- over-the filthy delights of finning, inf | 
vain doe we defend our finnes. by. the 
examples of the multirude;, and: flat- 
ter our ſelves with the frequency of 0+ 
thers vices,as if we had nor better pat- 
ternes to imitate : we are commanded 
to the pattern of our Saviour ,' whont 
we cannot but acknowledge our ſelves}: 
bound to follow , read the Scriptures 
'#n which thou ſhalt meer with the ex} 
amples of thoſe Saints whom thou 
maiſt ſafely be guided by. .:_.:. i pt 
The end of the Life. 
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The Returns of S Spiel 


Comfort and Grie 
Dewvout Soul. 


Repreſented to the. late Lady Vi 
Counteſſe Falklang, in her life time, 
by entercourfe of Letters. - 
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ny Upon the Souls conſtancie and friquiathh EA 
i holy Duties, her comforts in them are r= S : xY 
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| Should be not. one 5 
- thankful, but nel 2 je? om 

- Igive you not account 'gf _ 
.my ſtate and condition : 
. ince our laſt abode Log» 
ther. X 
With humble" thanks to. God, for ki 
prace and goodnes,towards me, premiled 
thus it is. . Your Spent dir Clions 
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Fs Spiritual Comfort and Grief | 
have obſerved, as: punually as Icould; 
- Tam preſent at all pablick "Aſſemblies , in 
the houſe of God , and bear my part con- 
Mantly in” that folemne worſhip of his 
Name. Ando theſe publick devotions, I 
 - _ adde private Prayers with my family, 
-  Aorning and Evening,-and to them, Se- i 
: crer, ii my Cloſer, and theſe duties I per- if | 
form conſtantly , for Iremember you told Þ} | 
me, that that ſtri precept of the. Apoſtle, ll ; 
Pray continually, hath not ordinarily 4 
more” qualified ſenſe then this , Ob/erve 


p 
our ſet-rimes of Paajer., conſtantly, with-l t 
|. 


15 - 

FEY Ky 

# 3 $a 
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out tytermiſſions 

@&- Neitheram I leſſeconſtant at Sermons if it 

' fi FE 5; Catechiſings, and at the Holy Sacra-i C 
" nent of our moſt Bleſſed Lords Body and tc 
Blood, though I cannot be ſo frequent at 0 
#heſe dutier ; Thoſe Ican hear but once a} h( 
week , ths 1 can receive but once al {n 
noneth'*- And on dayes of Humiliation, th 
F labour to intermix more carneſt , as well nc 
25 more frequent Prayers, for the publick]} fr; 
neceffities, 'and for mirie own private{} or 
Wants ;  endeavouring to obſerve. the Or-£{ Ki 
 digary,, and extraordinayy Faſts of theſſſ the 
PBu37h, as firiatly as my weak body , "and Gc 

7 weaker feſh'will give me leave. -- "£1 
- And that which 1: relate all this for,ſ«t 
MT Ef which; 


edt 13 


ae a. 
B which 1 dare not divulge to. others, ;nof 
| conceal from you, is this : my exceeding J 
BN great delight in theſe ſpirituall exerciſes. " 
© while I hear, or-read. 1] taſte much ſweer= 
'B eſſe in the promiſes of the Goſpel ; and 
while I pray or meditate, T receive much 
comfort ; and delight ; my ſoul is filled as 
| itwere with marrow and fatneſſe, and my 
[Y heart is almoſt raviſhed with piritnal 


þ PN Ew . 


10). . 
MT ane and chen 1 compare ;the former 
- pleaſures and delights , 1 had in- worldly 
. 8 things, at Court, with .che/e I now enjoy, 
' and I account ther all as drofle and. dung 
in compariſon of theſe; And if it were, 
-K Capital inthe Judicial! Law, for any one. 
to-havea perfume in his-houſe, like to that 
of the Tabernacle, Exod. 3o. alt. furely 
he is not guiltleſs, who: fancies any. true 
ſweetneſſe, or delight, any where, but if 
the Tabernacle : no perfume can be made, 
nor. ought to. be thought, ſo ſweet, fo 


fragrant, . ſo excellent, as this ;\no delights, 
or comforts in our own houſes , or..in 

| Kings. Courts. | either, comparable'.to 
Qt of .the Tabernacle, and Temple of 
(God. - | | Wo; 
Now 1 miſſe-thoſe opportunities I had. 
«& ' Comrt and. at the Cathedral. Church; 
lighs © F 2 __. either 
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”. Yy$ ' Spirnival Comfort and Grief 
+ - either of thoſe places *afforded public 
|. ' Prayers thrice every day, and Lefnra 
:alſo on the week dayes ; Nay, it is not here 
3 ſowellwith me, as it was; when you and 
'  _ T hved togetherin that Country Village, 
3 where the good Par/onthad Morning and 
Evening Prayer, in the Pariſh' Church, 
gwice a day -continually ; where I noy. 
live we have this advantage of Px6blick 
Prayer, onely on the Lords Day', and it; 
Eve, an on Holy-days, and their Eve's, 
and-on weaneſdays and Fridays, our wor- 
ed Letany-days ; now I find -not that 
other Analogie between our Prayers, and 
'the /ncenſe and perfumes of the Taberne 
ele, that as thoſe were, ſo theſe are now 
offered up daily : However the /weetneſ 
of them is it1 ſpeak of, which T have moſl 
ED. plentifully from them, '--- ;f 
=  _* And-now upon the ſex/e and feeling 0 
 - gCheſe jojes and comforts in the ſervice 
=. -God, lam confirmed in hope, that either 
- ::Life, "nor Death, nor Angels, nor Princi 

\ ©. Pulities , mor" Powers , nor things preſent 
= wor things to come, ſball be able' to ſepa 
Figte owe fromthe Love of God , and of hi 
ſervice and worſhip ; but as I have be 
gun, ſoTſhall (by ug) perſevert 
hg ran rae ans 
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.. 58 4. Devout . Soul; a 
daily, and doe alſo Gofire your prayers; for. 


him, who 1s, 


2s FE 
AE. 
KORS. 


| | | Tours) ow the Lord. 
id i. ts 


1 he Anſwer.. 


— CS 


wil $ beweth the ſpecial favour of God, affording: 
al at the firſt beginning of a Devont life ,, . 
nll both ſenſ ble and. ſpiritual C a 


- Sir; 
'6 rs I received. and rejoyce. _ 
" for the Comforts and. joyes you 
fnd i inthe /erviceof God, and for your, 
diligence. in holy duties, and exerciſes. of 
Devotion : you now taſte, and. /ee the. 
goodneſſe of the Lord; that i keeping. of 
bis Commandements., there is EC 8 5 
elight and. joy ; Pal. 19. not onely.com- 
fort laid up for it hereafter, but alſo com- 2% 
fore in it here ; ſuch as eye hath not... "MA 
ſeen, nor ear beand -nor hath it.entred i O— 
fo the heart of man, to conceive wha 
J God hath prepared, even in. this world, 
| (for of ſuch the Apoſtle ſpeaks in that 
ef place): for ſuch as vs him ;. 1-Cor. #«. 95 
{0 that verime and piety is an cxcevegy; 
oxeak reward. to it. ſelf : And yet t 
B 3 which: 
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60 Spiritual Conifor | 
which is before us/,” hereafte? ; is infinitely 
beyond this ; for if there be ſuch p/zaſnres 
inthe Kingdome of Grace , how unſpeak- 
ably tranſcendent are thoſe laid up for us, 
. in the kingdome of Glory ! 

Notwithſtanding there is ſomewhat /þe- 
cial in the goodneſſe and wiſdome of God, 
- affording ſuch comforts and delights unto 
- _ youat this your firſt ſetting forth in this 

>. fpiritnalrace. Andit is this, 
 - That you may perceive, and that pre- 
ſently, what advantage yqgu have gained 
by the change of your life ; and that therg- 
upon you miy ſtrengthen your refolution 
more and more, of continging in this pt- 
ous* courſe; of runhinp to the end'of the 
race, that you may obtain that prize of 
. endlefſe joy ind comfart : For you ronfels 
7087 Fol ofeat Extner already, having it 
»... poſſeſſion Go/4'1th ſtead of Braſſe, Silver 
” + for Lead, Spiritual delights and pleaſures 
> for worldly and carnal ; Inſtead of hasks 
- © (fit onely for ſwine) inaſfrange Countrey, 
you have goody provifion(a farred Calf Yand 
' this artended with mirth and mafick, in 
_ - your fathers houſe.', a 
Oh let not an eye roule, nor a thought 
_Niray back again towards that ftrange 
countrey of Egypt, toward the _ | = 
Fe HER oſh« 
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_ 3n 4 Devanut Souf. «@ 7} 
fleſh pots there; now you are ſo fully ſatis - -— ? 
fied, and delighted with this Manna from - } 
heaven! And if at any time you ſhould nec 

taſte the true ſweetneſle of this, yet let nor 

the falſe pleaſures of the other be once 

thought on , by you; This I intreat , not. 
without ſome vehemency, and earneſtneſs : 

For I muſt tell you, that = 

All ſuch comfort and delight (as yow 

ſeem to ſpeak of ) is not /pirit#ad.y,, vor 
laffing ; In theſe holy exerciſes ( of faſting, - * | 
praying , meaitating, hearing Sermons and _» 
receiving the bleſſed: Sacrament, and ch. 
like) there 15 an owtzyard, and enſible-com- 
fort, as well as att #nward, and ſpiritual 
comfort 3. and thoſe [exfible conſolatrons 
(as they are called.) not fo /aſtivg,: and -- 
permanent, as theſe ixward comforts are.s 
conſider this, I-pray , and examine” whe - 
ther your comforts be inward and' ſhirt _ 
tnal, or outward and ſenfible rafngs Fe 
onely, or whether you abound with $ar#1;5® = 
In the mean while I ſhall remember yow * * 
with Davids Prayer ( for a people: exab- -- 
ted with joy .and comfort in Gods ſervice} * | 
that the Lord God would keep. this joy) 
for ever inthe imagination of the thawphts- 


of Jorur heart, 1 Chr. 29, 1$, and +Þ 
1:fh. your heart thereby. ,, unto himfel : 
fs P 4 Thus 


< xd Le. = I BIA 0 
4 5 4 Y; es” YI TIED 
< 


eto oe I: Ne IE, Eo CS y VWF > Wl 7..." "HM 
ts RE T. : ._ 7 


62 Spiritual Comfort and Grief © F 


| —\ Thu$deſiring your prayers for me, I'com- 
' mend you to Gods proteRion, and reſt 


Tour ſervant in our Lord and 


Maſter Chriſt Feſws. © 


— 


| The Second Letter. 
>. © be increaſe of Conſolations iu a pious Soul, 


-'Sir, | 
"He Lord heareth- your prayers for me, 
© 4 and anſwereth them gratiouſly ; for 
. mydelights and joyes inthe performance of 
all holy dyties encreaſe more and more ;'At 
the receiving of the bleſſed Sacrament my 
| ., beartis till more ex/arged, and more cle- 
-: - vated with heavenly comforts; and at ſolemn 
'  - bumiliations my voyce ſometimes fazles me, 
= by reaſon of my groaves and ſighs : I ſel 
- dome riſe from my knees, (on thoſe dayes) 
”. bur Iſee the floore watred with my Tears; 
And even theſe tears are full of comforr and 
pleaſantneſs. 
 *» I was wont to objed& againſt this courſe 
of ſtrict life; that it was full of heavineſs 
and dulneſs; oo comforts at all in it : but 
now I. perceive, as S. Auguſtine ſaith ” 
3473-£ ' tne 


3 Kim Foy a OE NR "F 
- s pads, "oF nf TW! « > Ne 3 a DON yp "Yah (4, * 
bi #* "YN MO Sion br > 2908 AG, —_ #* PO NF; o vs a0 oc 7 


Ee 4 Teng 


5 1+ EVE a £ 
DC: TER BE 
wes TT 
MS. © 
b 
2 


in a Devont Soul... 63: 

the like caſe; Yoi habniſtis Deum, & gav-- 

fs eſtis gnudio magno; erft ego non babuiO-- 

1 440 Yehad your: comforts, and rejuycings, » 
though 1 had not.eyes to di/cerne them: : 
now I bleſs God, that mine eyesareopen, , 
and I rafte and-/ee how gracious the Lordis, 

and that he beſtowes wonderfull comfones 7 
on them, who ſervehim. 
And therefore: I-bleſs God who-open-- 

» | eth his hand wide, and powreth outplen-- 
tifully. his comforts upon me : And ſo+- 
much themore-muſt-I praife him, for this = - 

» goodneſs of his, towards me, becaufe (as 

rj you inform me.in your letter ) theſe com-- 

forts are not common to all ranks ofholy- 

f 


Ehriftians, but to Beginners chiefly ; yea; , 

and many there are{ it ſeemes) who both + 

beginand continue 01 without them 3; And: 

' 8 this /pecial goodneſs and mercy of Godbe-- 

» ftowing ſuch..comforts and. mercies onwne; 

"| which he.denies to waxy of His fervanty, .. ] 

) | whoare more forward in: holineſs thenk; : 

. requires, my ſpecial praiſe and thanks..to - 
- Him... | Es | 

But that c/a%/e 1n'your letter of /pirite» - 

al & ſenſible conſolations, 1:doe not clearly” 

apprehend ; how ( Iprayr) can.ghere be 

fenſibJe:conſolations in inward andfpirir 

«6things ? Mine--acquaintance with the! 

| | Ftge; 7 COR - 
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64 FSpiritual Comfort ant Grief 
<a is ſo young , that I cannot wel 
diſtinguiſh between the 'one', and the 0. 
ther. \Neither can I-think T want ether of 
them, and ſhallNill hope that they will be 
both conſtant with me : But if you'pleaſe 
to inftrat me more fully in theſe prritual 
and thoſe /en/ible Conſolations, -plowing 
with your heifer ; Iſhall reſolve my ſelf, 

and anſwer you. And ſo-I commend you 
to God andeſt "407 THREE #00) 


| Tavivs in the Lord. 


appro. th. , - - FRO SEN SUITE 
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The Anſwer. 


How to diſcern between ſpiritnal and ſenſpblt 
Conſolations. 


dt, 
JA? moſt ready to ſatisfie your deſire, | 
Land T ſhall explain my meaning more 
fully,by anſwering your Queſtion, | How 
can there be /eyfible Conſolations 1n igward 
and /piritual things? ] before I propound 
my own. _ 

' © TheApoſtle Heh. 4, 12. ſpeakes of 4ivi-. 
ding Medrren the. Spirit and the Soul; 
| - Yea, I Theſ. 5. 23. hedoes divide the Spr-. 
74 andthe Sox/,and diſtinguiſhes a5 really 
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: ina Divont Soul,  - 65 
the Spirit from the Soul, as the Sou/ from: _ 
the Zody-, naming. thele, three diſtinQ&-in: 

f | -wan, the Body, the Soul,. and rhe Spiree 
which may be ground for that which: - 

k | is ſometimes ſaid ,. 1an confiſts of: three: 

| parts: Ofa Nutritive part, which receives: 

p nouriſhment ,. and: growes; his- . Body; 

* | wherein he-agrees with Trees and:Plants. 

a | Secondly, of a. Senſitive part, . whict-ha 
inward and outward ſenſes, which; is-the- 
Sonl, wherein: he excels Plants, bur: yet: 
aprees with Beaſts. Thirdly, of a 'Rarro-. 
val part, Which bath. reaſon -and' ander-- 
ſtanding, wherein- he; excels. Bealſts;.and! 
agrees with Angels; which is. called the: 

» & Sper. h i141 gh 

Now:, whatſoever Conſo/atrons- there: 
are inany other part of-man; '( except inz 
this third only, the Spirit) areccalled on 
ble Conſolations : and ſeeing we mnl(t? be- 


| fanftified throughout in-them-all; Three: _ 
| (which the Apoſtle: exhorts-.to+ in-that: 
| | place) we may be- comforted throughout: 
alſo, in them all Three ;. and then.it.comes+- 
to paſſe; that many of-hoſe Comforts are: 
ourward and {exſibtt, 11h Imward and Spiri-- 
nal things. 64> 10 50 web ate $404 Fe 
Bur: leſt; F:ſhould:ſeeme-. to: Jay-my; _ 
Roundation.upon am antiquated-dihimtti-— 
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66. Spiritual Comfort and Grief 
on, 1 waye this Triparitite,-and divide Man 
into two parts onely ,' the 'Body and the 
Soul : And Yer now I muſt ſub-divide 
the Soul ({& bring'this diſtribution of Man, 
in effe& to the fame with the other, as 
ordinarily all doe) into a Lower Region, 

.-and\ art Upper ; I mean , into Senſitive 

_ and Rational faculties ; The lower Re- 
= or the Senfitive part, conſiſts of the 
Inward *'ſenſes, Imagination and Memo- 
'ry, &c. the Upper Region or Rationall part, 
conſiſts of the Underſtanding and Will, 

And*though-the /o-! of Man-be immateri- 
 -afand ſprretnal-, and: wholly rational, yet 
thofe operations-of Hers, which are 1mme- 
diately by thoſe 7xward (as well as thoſe 
by our outward) /ex/es, are properly en- 
ough, called the operations, or AQs of the 
ſenfrrwve ſoul, 

_-: Aid anfverable to: theſe two parts of 
the//ou], there are- Spiritual, and there are 
ſenſible Confolations:They which are-in the 

" -wpper and rational part of the. Soxl (the 
underſtanding and the w1il) are moſt pro- 
perly extled pivienal ; And they which are 
11-the /ower,and- ſenſitive partiof the /oul 

_ -(the phantafie or imagination)though: they 
bet concerting//pirienal things:, ars pro- 

_perly enowgh'/called [cre emo 
Ro”, & An 
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"in a Devont Soul. Het 67 
And theſe  ſeverall Conſolations are in- 


© timated to us, by that of the P/almiſt; 
= heart, and my fle ſt delight in the Lord- 


1. $4.2. And the loſs of both theſein 
that other place where the-P/a/miſt+ com- 


-plaines , 24) heart, and my fleſb faileth, | 


Pſal. 73.26. 
Botk theſe ſorts of Conſolations doeof-. 
tentimes proceed. from the holy Spiris, 
and 'in that veſpet, both. ſorts may be 
called Spiritual + But I take leave! (as 


thers doe) to call onely thoſe. in the heart 


ſpiritnal Conſolations, becauſe they have 
their abode in the heart, and ſpiritual part 
of man, and thoſe in the flefb, 1 call ſenſible 


.\Conſolations ', becauſe they have their 


life and - abode in the ſenf tive part of 
Aan. 

Now. concerning thoſe. Conſobetians;} in 
'the exerciſe of holy duties, which fill our 
underſtanding and will, that they: are rai-. 
ſedby.the. holy Spirit, and alſo. GE 
by him, there will be little doubt ; 


the holy Spirit workes | theſe ſeverall 


Wayes; 
One while the holy Spirit caſts tis beams 


_ of | Comfort direftly upon thoſe: reaſonable 


facalties ofthe ſoul; and then'they are the ? 


- "_ of the holy Spirit immediately. Ano- -. 


ther 
\ | 
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ther while the holy Spirir,firſt,and direRly 


ſhines upon the. outward. or inwart ſenſes, 
(the phanfie and imagination.) and from 
thence, by. reflexion. ( as it were ) caſtsz 
luſtre- of Comfort up to the- higher facs). 
ties, the will and the underſtanding ; and 
then theſe: /piritnal Conſolations are- the- 
work. of. the: holy Spirit, though -. medi 
And'conceraing our ſenſible Conſolati- 
. Os , they are raiſed by the holy: Spzrit, 
working ſeverall wayes. One while the- 
holy Spirit brings theſe Comforts into the: 
Imagination, Oroutward ſenſes direfty,and: 
then-they are the work of the holy /pirit 
immediately, But another while the holy: 
ſpiric adminiſters great. plenty of Comforts 
to the will, and #nderſtanding , and from: 
thence they deſcend: to the imagination: 
and /exſes, the neighboring parts and fa-- 
culties a, And then theſe ſenfable C onſolati-- 
ons arethe work of the holy Spirit , though: 
mediately. | 
Fhus-one while the. 2{ftrefs ( Reaſon ): 
is ſo full of joy, that /he cals her /ervants: 
and-- neeghbours, (the: imagination and: 
' outward: mas):t0:rejoyce with her and o-- 
.-- therwhile: the;/ermant 15. fo full, 'that.her- 
'. Miſtreſs partakes. with her; and-: mm 
| | whole: 
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'.44 4 Dfvont Soul. 69 
whole houſe ( »pper and /ower Region) is 
filled with JoYe 8 bc & IOb 
And yet, a time there is ('of joy too) 
when it is not fo plentiful ; The miſtre/s 
rejoycing , and the ſervants no way parta- 
king of it -; Or the ſervants rejoycing, and 
the miſtreſs having no ſhare in-it + joy there 
may be in the »pper,. not in the /owers; or 
in the /ower, not in the upper Region : 
When it is, as the womans leaven, Golie- 


tle, in a great lump ) neither of them can 


diffuſe their joy, and communicate it to 
the other. HE, | ; 
And upon this ground it is, that I move 
my qzeſtion, ſeeing there may be joy and 
comfort inthe i»ward man , thewill and 
the underſtanding, and none in the ov2- 
yard ; and on the contrary , there may be- 
joy in the onrward man (the imagination or 
ſo) and none at all; hove ; It: will be very 
material to reſolve your ſelf at leaſt, of 
which fort your 9a wr FAT 
Eſpecially confidering that thoſe joys 
above in the wil and »nderftanding, are 
more j9yo, and delightful far, then thoſe 
in the imagination or lower: Andas more 
delightful, ſoalſo;, more certain 'and'con< 
Pant, will abide longer with you, then the 
other ; ſpiritual, then ſenſible Er” >; 
. : OW,..- 
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70 | Spiritual Comfort and Grief* 
- Now, . though'you cell me, you! haye 


Both, that you want nothing that:is called 
comfort, yet your ſenſible conſolations ſeem 


to me, to-be moſt predominant in you.; and 


that which inclines me thus to think, is 


- your expreſſions concerning ſighs and tears, 


and the like, which arein the /exſzrrve and 
lower part of the ſoul, et fn: of 
And theſe Outward ſenſible Conſolations 
are of two ſorts, (as you imply.) Either 
ſuch as arecomfortable, and joyous in them- 
ſelves, when the-wourh i filled. as it were 
with laughter, the face anointed -with oyle, 
and- the whole - outward man- danceth with 


 ebearfulneſs © - 2 


Or elſe, ſuch as are wncomfortable in 
themſelves, but doe. inſtantly bring forth 
the - fruit. of comfore and joy; as fighs, 
and groanes, and' tears: all which proceed 


- .-- from g77ef, and therefore are-not .joyow in 
themſelves, yet have joy and: Comfort prer 


ſently re/ulring from them--: Thongh not 
comfort in them,- yet- comfort comes with 
them, and therefore they alſo are called 
Conſolations. _ 

- And Sir, though you now abound with 


theſe. /ex/ible conſolation, yet be pleaſed 


to think of /carcity, and aur, and to prer 


- pare forthat time, Though you have now 
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" * 31.4 Depont Soul, 7k. 
amoſt pleaſant /erenity in your ſoul; yer 
chonds may appear , Ifear, and darken it, 
nay, I cannot promiſe, that youſhall be ſe-. + 
4 | cure from formes and tempeſts : My prayer | . | 
is | therefore for you ſhall be, thatamong the 
manifold changes of this life, you may 
never want thoſe rrue [piritnal jojes of 
| God, to whoſe grace I commend you, who 
1; am, in Him, 
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h Repreſenteth thoſe ſenſible Conſolations de- 

creaſing, and the picous ſoul troubled 
thereat. SBA EL 
_ | DE et 
Y Our fore-warning was a preſage t00, 
and it-is already come to paſs; my:jo7 
15 turned into heavineſs , and my comforts 
into grief; Summer is paſt, and tempeſtu- 
ous wintex is come upomne ; the Light, 
the lightof Gods countenance is with-held 
from me , and darkneſs, Egyptian-dark- 
nefle compaſſeth me round about ; ſo-that 

I goe mourning all the day long. 

Heretofore I took great delight in the 
{ervice and worſhip of God ; my Prajers 
: WeELte: 
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T2 . Spirtnal Comfatt and Grief 
were refreſhments, yea, banquets to me; 
my Faſts and Humiliations, as corn and 
wine, did feaſt and chear my Hear: : By 
reading ,-ot hearing Gods Word, or by me 
ditating upon it, and by receiving the Ble[; 
fed Sacrament , my ſoul became young and 
luſty as an Eagle, full of vigor, and com. 
fort ; But now dryneſs and ſadneſs have 
taken hold upon me, and ſorrow and grief 
overwhelm me. 

In the exerci/e of boly Dnties, T amfo 
little affeted with comfort , and delight, 
that I grow. now backward to them, and 
dull and drowſy in them ;, and thoſe times 
which are ſet apart for the pabl/ich and + 

Jemne worſhip of God, ſeem now to-me, (as 
the Sabbaths to them in- Amos ) molt tedi 
ous and long. ou 
- Formerly my-/ou! dwelt as in a fruit 
ful, atd pleaſant land, alwayes ful of the 
romforts of God, refreſhed daily with the 
dew: of his heavenly Grace , But now it 
wanders as ina barren, and dry wilderneſs, 
where no water ts ; A wilderneſs where] 
cannot find my God with his momed i 
vourand joy ; dry, and no water in it, not 
the leaſt dewfrom heaven: to moiſten and 
refreſh it. | Nr 
I was. wel} aware that the delights o 
| the 
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thewwld were fading, and rraxfiroryg but 

are theſe' Chri/tian comforts , theſe" holy 

5 joyes /o too ? The fire and heat of earthly 

& | Pleaſures , I haveoft ſeen ſuddenly quen- 

{+ ched ; and can that from heaven, heaven- 

dF [, bequenched-too ? Oh that 1had wings 

v8 like a Dove, that I mipht' flee away to 

"ell thoſe Comforts and Pleaſures which never 

fil fail, where there is fulneſs of joy , and that 
for evermore ! 

of . With holy Job, cap. 23.8. 1 goe forward, 

t,f bat my God is not there, and backward,but 1 

UN cannot perceive Him, On the left hand, and 

5 fl on the right hand,but He hideth himſelf from 

ef me+ Then with the Spox/e in the Canticler, 

58 1lenquireofall that paſs by, which way wy 

- Beloved was gone, and whither he was turned 

| «far; And: while Ipgoe /orrowing up and 

-E down to feek him , whom my ſoul loveth, 

ef the Eryptians ( my companions formerly 
in fin) cry out againſt- me, ſaying, For 

miſchief was heJed away from among us that 

he might periſh in a wilderneſs , Yea my 

Ginirwotey eſpies me wandering : and 

mocks and ſcofs at me. The Delights (faith 

he) which I formerly allowed you,you have 

caſt off and your new Delights have caſt of 

Jon : where is now your God ? your late 

Joy and comfort ? IS 
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EF 94 Spiritual Comfuttand Grief 
6 : And theſe taunts and. checks- (beleevs 
. mesSir,) make my-other affliitions moſt; | 
grievous : Put, your Hand, I beſecch you, }| 
_ and by your” fpirzenwal -DireRtion eaſe me, || 
. what youcan; In the meantime Iſhall not Þf | 
4 
| 
| 
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. ceaſe to pray,Reſtore me O-Locrd, to thoſe 
50yes again,and ſtabliſh me with thoſe hea 
venly Comforts, for which 1 deſire yous 
frequeat prayers alſo ; for I am 


"Tonr ſad Friend, 


} 


| 

| _ DIP OE m_ 
Who: 65S The Anſwer. '|- 
DireBteth {ome means how the Pious ſoul ma) if * 
regain thoſe ſenſible conſolations ; Orifiſ 


.. - nets reaſons alleaged why ſhe ſpantd ſatisfie 
 -her-ſelf without thew.. : | —_ i: 


-- Sir; | | | 

i I received, and as. I rejoyced be» 

L fore with you , when you did rejoyce, 

fo now I mourn with you who mourn; 

and to take off ſome part of the grief from 
- you, and my ſelf, :L embrace the firſt ops 
pomnoty of writing, that I might in the 
| Wang Crguns.malady apply ſomewhat 
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ſadneſ3; by reflecting much upon your fot © 
con Comforts, and Delights, whichis de. E 
fe& to: put thoſe Comforts into-the wrong 
ſeale :'\they ſhould ſerve to 'conner-poive . 
your preſent '/orrow , and dryneſ74 not 
to'weigh withthem , in one , and the /awex 
ſcale, but to weigh againſt them, inthe 
other : and your Argument ſhould be as 
Jobs; I have received good things at the hand 
Nl of God,” and fball 7 not receive evill ? T have 
\ | hada very liberal portion of: the: /weerne[/s 
of the honey; for lome:years:together;and 
Thall I think much to-tafte-of a licelevwornys 
wood and bitterneſs , for a few; 
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L "56 Spiritudl Confant 'and Grief 
._ -foreyourfirſttask wilþe;to conſider, whe- 
ther theſe /enfrhle: and: owrward Eonſolath 
oxs 'fail you, 'by reaſon of ſome natural 
caufe'in yourſelf, your Bedy not ſo: fitly 
diſpoſed-now, to.receive the smpreſſions of 
59y, nor the imagination, 'to form:them, as | 
formerly: "Or by ſome /wpernatural cauſe, 
God wirharawing theſe [en/ible Conſolati || 
' ons from1you. Dag -: 
However, whether the cauſe be Nats Þ| { 
ral, or Supernataral,. the diſeaſe brings |} - 
the /ou/' to'a great:deat of perplexity and F 
difquiet, a3nd-afterwards into -darigerous || : 
hazards, iand itherefore ſome directions1 
ſhal preſcribe. - 
-: Begin (it is beſt). with ſomewhat i» 
wardly. Whereas you: complain: of your 
beawine/3:in holy duties ; prepare your (elf I tc 
For them; more folemnly then ordinarily, | G 
with's moſt /eriozs tnedration of God, to Þ 
whom, and in whoſe preſence, ' you are to 
 _ perform thoſeduties; 'Make ſome impreb / 
 , fion' in your heart, of his: moſt glorious Ev 
- Majeſty, and © moſt dreadful preſence; 
 and*quickerr this'your::meditation''by re 
counting his infinite goodneſs and mercy; 
and 'ſpecifie his mercies to your ownſoulz 
- and this wil diſpoſe you (I hope:) .to.that 901 
enlargemint of heart, and tenderneſs, whichyo 
4 : it S yo "at's 
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 '3#. 4 Devont Sonl, -/ 77 1 
= | you complain you want : the outward ex- 
» | preſſions of Hove. a EE | 2 
{| If not, then toa ſadder meditation ups. 
y | on the /evere juſtice, and righteouſneſs. of 
f Þ God, :refleQing all that while, upon your 
5 Þ own vileneſſe, and vu the bitterneſs of 
| choſe puniſhments which you-have-deſer- 
+ © ved; the due conſideration of this,wil con- 
duce much- to thoſe other o#rward expreſ- 
- | fions of grief and ſorrow. | 
s | -. Repreſent God to your ſelf, -as: a moſt 
d I mercifull Father , .as a molt ſevere Fudge, 
5 | and as a moſt glorions and: powerful King; 
1 F andfurely either Love, or Grief, Or Fears 
wil bring forth fome of your wonted /enſf- 
» Bl ble Conſolations, -. \Þ {nat h 
rf And then -preſent your ſupplications 
It £ to that g/orio , that merciful, thatiuſ 
; | God, and beſeech for this renderneſs of 
ON Diigo nr 1 7 311990119 HPF +: 5 
08 And with:theſe inwards, apply outmard- 
FF) Reverent proſtrations , humbly falling 
down, & kneeling before his dreadfull Ma- 
'F jeſty: ſririyg your breft, with the Publican, 
Yand then /:frimg wp: your :bands:; and your 
ho e765 tu heaven; and ſo. to'your_other 
zF Devotions; which, chotigh ſecree :,_ with 
ry your ſelf alone, yet if Yocal (in thiscaſe ) 
hou will be more likely to.: be' affected 
'| Ws outward- 
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F. 8  Spiritnal Comfort andCricf 
__ _-outwardly-at: them': To which, you may 
adde, ſinging of ſpiritual ſongs, both i 
woice and i»ſfrument; 1 Sam. 16. 24, 
2 Kings 3. 16. you may read of greater 
matters, helped forward(to ſay the leaſt) 
with Mzfick and Inſtraments. 
--- Theſe, and fome ſuch other means onr. 
-wardly applied, (T will doubt not ) reſtore 
you ( by the grace of God) to your for} 
mer health and comfort :. Neither inward | 
nor outward means muſt be neglected; ; 
not inW4rd, becayſe theſe comforts are the / 
gift of God; and 'muſt-be 'obtainedby[j / 


_ 1 x.1 5n ir . m . . 
"II. I >”, IE P 0 "ZEER; SS to AE. Ie; vane 3 fer Þs £4 2 C C 
Woo TY oo SEE ES 3, LIC ce 4X AE : ho Et [OTE IP" 
BEISESS, i, £2 ag d, 1 , 4 4 


prayer : -not- theſe. outward , ' becauſe th © 
Corſolations which you labour to re-gain 4 
. are outward and /enſible,and therefore profil 8 
ably tobe moved and ſtirred up in us, by c: 
our e#tward Actions, and deportment off t! 
Þody- * er33..2-.4 Hog»: Lc: {8 
i; Other means to this purpoſe, you majjſj if 
read of in your Books ,* ed faint you majll fc 
ſuggeſt to your ſelf ; for you beſt kno a 
your own temper of body and. ſoul, an an 
therefore cah prompt your ſelf, what ma 
'befit to bedone; eſpecially if you canrey 
"colleRt; what thoughts and imagination 7*- 
were wont to raiſe them inyou , then yoſU"M 
wilt uſe thoſe again, as a ready means to nf #1/ 
cover them, = RT 


\ 


"Tm Devont Soul. ©, oh 

-But, if notwithſtanding all theſe meant 

ſed; you continne ſtilinthis ſtateof Drixeſs, 

. & Barrenneſs, & are no ways able to regain 

© . your former conſo/ations, be not, I pray, ſo 

) | much dejefed{as you ſeem)for wit of them, . 

for this is to di/quier your ſelfe in vain. 

rf In vain ( I fay } becauſe you. cannot adde 

rel one cabit ro your ſtature, your ſolicitouſnels 

| cannot help you;Nay.this difquiet puls you 

df lower ſtil and lower; It is fo far from ex- 

|. ating you towards Gomfort, that it depre/= 

el {es you with deeper ſadneſs and grief; It 

7 #bickens the darkneſs, not difpels 1t, by 

- But chiefly it is in vaiz, becauſe theſe. 

ſenſible Conſolations are not tanti ; not fo 

much worth;Good & profitable they are, be- 

cauſe they make us cheerful and plentifal in 

the work of the Lord , but they are not {0 

goed, nor /o ab/olntely profitable, as that you 

ſhould be ſo ſorely diſmayed and dejeRted 

for the lo(s and want of them. - And this is 

a chief thing in this' /abjeft of Con/olations, 

and moſt /eriouſly to be conſidered, +  .. 
Devotion doth \not conliſt in theſe oxt- 

ward and ſenſible Conſolations , but. in 2a 

ll 2eady, ative will and purpoſe to conform 

«als our ſelves ;zwardly and outwardly: tothe 

boly pleaſure, and commands of God, and 

as occaſion is given, axrng the wi 
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Devotion. The onrward Comforts (we ſpeak 


- fort of it, if we have the Prixcipal, let us be 


outward Conſulations. 


| exerciſes of Gods worſhip, which we per- 


= 
== 


"God, and obeying his Laws; this, thi 15 pane 


of) are brought forth by thi, rhe is the 
Aorher, they are but Danghters : and thy 
are cherifhed by this too,as the Daughter by 
the Mother ; however, ſometimes tt comes 


 xopaſs;thatas dutiful Dexghters,they com: 


Fore and relieve the ' languiſhing Mother, 
Devotien, (the Mother it ſelf) is otherwhile 


- ſupported by theſe Conſo/ations. 


Seeing then, the main and chief part of 
Devotion may be in the ſoul of Marn,with- 
out the [exſible feeling, and outward Com 


therewith content;if:hz be prefent;though 
the other be abſent, it is not ſo deeply to be 
bewailed : There are {I perſwade my ſelf) 
many 54»: (in a high degree of glory)in 
Heaven; who never taſted here of theſe 


-{Fe ts acommon errour to think that thoſe 


form with theſe outward Conſolations, ae 
hedy more acceptable:to God, then thoſt 
which «fe & vs not this way. I_ 
- Tous indeed they are moſt acceptable, 
becauſe of rhe delight which we havei 
ſuch. /oftmeſs and tenderneſs Of brart; bul 
thoſe-we perform in the driye/s ny f 
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rf \Fonls may be as acceptable to. God,as theſe® 
tf for God, who looks upon both the inward 
eB and outward man; regards the Heart, and 
1 Fpiricual parts, more then the Bodily, ang 
q . 
$ 


the Senfrive parts. _ rr TG 
$ Yea, oftentimes the/e are more accepts - 
- | bleto God, then ch2/e ; and. the reafon of = 
;Þ iris this. -Thoſe Prazers. and holy Duties 
e | which we perform in our drize/s,(notwith- 
ſtanding we want the Comfort of them) are 
i preſumed to proceed from a more vsgarous 
- E wi: That Heart is more fully ſerupon 
* | the diſcharge of theſe Dares, which per- _ 
e BE forms them withowr'theſe out ward comforts, 
h B then that which performs them onely,wirb 
eB them : Here is no ſtream of Comfort torcar- 
BE ry you oninyour Daries, and if notwith- 
nt Gading, you goe on as faſt, and as firm, as 
El if they were, your Heart is full of vigour; 
il and ative reſolution, and:therefore theſe 0 
NY Duties are moſt acceptable to God;andar- 
gue a very great love of God, and: of his 
rvice. ; 
'Wherefore,if all means being uſed toikeep, 
or to;recover theſe ſenſible Conſalations,you 
el ſpeed. not, be not dejeted atit: Burn that 
uy caſe, refig» your /e/f, and your defires and 
4 gw nally to God, if he pleaſes to af- 
"ly ford them, uſe the, Wins yerure 
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=. » Spiritual Comfort and Grief 
| (ot muchas may'be) by them ; If God ftill 
Aenies them, improve your ſelf withont 
them; and though ovrward Comforts decay, 
yet lecthe i2zward abound in you. Which 
you may moſt probably effec, if you con+ 
rtinve reſolute, and'conſtant in all holy Ex. 
ertiſes of Relipion, and perform them all 
as duly, as heretofore, though now you 
have no: fweerneſs, nor pleaſant taſte ih 
them. For which I commend you to the 
mercy:and graceof God, in whom I am | 
a6 nk Your fervant, 


oth The fourth Letter, 
Repreſemteth the pious ſoul wholly deprived 
© Jenſuble Conſolations; and fprrituall Cow 

ſolations decreaſing in her. 

; Sir, : 58 "IL 

Apply my ſelf to no 'other ghoſtly d- 
recor,: and thereupon your trouble re 
turns ſo quick; 1 thank'you for your laſt 
Letters, whereby I perceive that you have 
Found out my 4i/eaſe, and therefore I'wss 
molt diligent in obſervingyour preſcripti 
©ns.;'the- bittereſt pil 'is that in your: 
line,” «bat '1' ſhould” be as' conftant, and 'u 
Funk 'in my fdevotions and exerciſes of hi 
Duties.in: this my drineſs, and barrenne/i 
as eur T1 was; brretofere amidſt my great 
k : : bf # - 
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+ #88 4. Dewont Soul. |. 
tft Comforts aud Conſolations. This ſeemy- 
2 very hard duty, and (to return your own 
"| cxpreſſion) as difficult , as to fail withowr 2 
': | fream, (yea, and without winde.. too) as 
faſt as with it : Phaye no fream of Comfore 
at all in my Deveti0ns, no comfortable blaſt 
1 of the Spirit, to ſet me farward, and a hea- 
: | wy load of dureſs and drowſineſs, to retatd. 
me,and yet I muſt make as quick a diſpatch, 
Dy 2 when I had no ſuch impediment againſt 
me, and a full ſtream for me : Yet for theſe: 
_ | late weeks, I have ſet my ſelf ſtrialy to ob-; 
"| fervethat, and your other dire&ions ;. But: 
alas Sir, the more IT ſtruggle with.my dif- 
eaſe, the more it encreaſeth' upon me; My; 
God ſheweth me not the /ight of his connte- 
vance, but hideth his face more and. more: 
I was drivenfrom the Land of Caneas,, 
where I had an affluence of 44k and He- 
#7, a full and conſtant poſſeſſion of bea-  * * 
venly comforts, yet for a while I was ſuffe- 
red. to abide, as on the Mountain of P5/- 
24h, where though I had not that weaſwre;. 
nor. that conſtantneſs of comforts, as be-- 
fore, yet a g/impſe now and then of that: 
Canaan was afforded to me ; But now it: 
is far worſe with me, I ſeem confined to: 
Aa low vally, whence I cannot eſpy the leaſt: 
"oh '" G6. 3 parte, 
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=  & Spiriuat Conforr 6 and Grief | 
| art of that Canuean ; no degree of heavens 
Iy comfort allowed me; ; and therefore, Sir; 
7 APCIRES conclude! that this is a 4+. 
ſertion not one ontwarg [enfible conſe 
ion, bat alfo Rwy "a inal - 
ferings abound onrwardly, and no con- 
Solations inwardly ; The reaſonable facul- 
 Fierof my foul, my underſtanding and my 
w3ll, want their wonted /ight and joy. _ 
Yea, while Trelate it, this /psrirnal de 
fertion growes upon me ; and though the 
other day, it was but a partial prive- 
ron of comfort, the degrees of joy abated 
6nely, in me, yet now it is a rorel [ks 
_ tion of joy and comfort, for I am who 
tefr both of ſenſpble, and ſpiritual w/v 
tion; my ſenſitive, and my reaſonable fe 
cxlries, all of them, full * darkmweſs, and 
efs, and barrenneſr;and therefore, Sir, 1 
c ov diſpatch ſome farther dire- 
Tour Languiſhing Peay 
y T The Anſwer. . 
Diſh ruiſheth between a deſertion of gract, 
moe comfort ; and that this may be infli 
. Hed by God, in love, on the beſt Saints on 
Earth; and] for what reaſons, 
"Sic El 
Ours I received, and think not ſtrange 
. that your + diſeaſe ſhould continue, yea 
entreaſe upon you. | Thens 
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| There is a Spiriezal deſertion' wh Graces, : 
r, and a Spiritual deſerrion 'of: Comfort : This 
e- | firſt, when God withdraws his holy. H_ 2 
& 8 and vine Grace from-us, for | 
y | ous fin committed againſt him: Thieldcre, 
J- 
þ 
y 


when he withdraws onely the joy, and'comw+ 
e of that Grace which is ftill with us; 7: 
And this latter kind of Spirir#al deſtrtsw 
' ox, may be in the beſt Saints of God, upon? 
fa Earth ; I may defire, but cannot hope(up- 
e | on good grounds) any of chew EY bis 
1- alway freed from it, - | 
d Now, Sir, this /piricnal dfortiouads come 
»& fort, is inflicted upon us,one while in.Gods - 
-  4/plcaſure : we negleR thoſe comforts too: 
« | much,or by-ſome other fin, or infirtnity;we: 
. provoke God, to call. intholc merciss, and. 
(F towithhold them from us.. ' /  - 
I - Otheowhile they be wichdranaky 
n God, and yet xor in liis di/plraſnre; The Sun: 
| of rightgouſneſ may be as bright, 'behinde- 
the cloud, 'though not ſo evidexrt to us's; 
| Gods countenance may ſhine towards you,,. 
when it is thus intercepted from you- ''; 
: Now whether God hath withdrawn: 
AM ##/e comforts from you in his diſpleaſure 
againſt you, as a puniſhment for ſormeſin, . 
or othierwiſe, I cannot pretend to- diſco-- 
ver ; upon. examination of your ſelf, you 
+ G4 ©_ : ti 
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86" Spiritual: Comfort andGrief | 
will be able to-diſe6veriit,'and to-inform 
yeur ſelf ;vA nd if it ſhall appear to you 
that.this de/errion is not inflicted upon you, 
in diſpleaſure, then though both /e»/ible, 
and frivicual 'ronſolations.be denied you, 
and that rarely, you need no falve (I trow) 
for that ſore : Itis the Lord, let him doe: 
whit ſeemeth good in his fight. 


oy 


If thus, you may happily diſcover ſome 


greater mercies coming towards you, with 
this. your drine/s and barrenneſs. This Spi- 
ricual diſertion may be inflited upon you, | 
either 0b charitatis profettum, as an incen- 
tive to-love;God will hereby ſtir up a grea- 
ter /ove in your /ox/; towards him,then for- 


1  merly, He takes away theſe comforts from 


you becauſe you loved them.'too much; 
And he would .abate your /ove towards 
theſe: comfores, that it might be beſtowed 
more fully upon the Comforter himſelf: 1f 
God will not have any /ove of yoxrs run 
. waſte upon coxſolations, but elevate it ell to 
himſelf, you have no more reaſon to com- 
plain, then the Childe, - from whom the 
 Nnr/e is withdrawn that the Morher might 
| ICI InNne + Or ſuppo ing 
0d beſtowed comforts ( eſpecially thoſe 
ſenfible)on you, becauſe of the infirmity of 
your condition, but now hath ſtrepgehoed 
ES | you 
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tn a Devout” Soul... ,, ®h; © 
yourto ſubfiſt without them, you haveno 
more reaſon to complain, then the Cripple: 
that is healed, for the loſs of his Cratches.: 


_.. Or. Secondly, this Spiritual. deſertion: 


may. be. inflicted upon you Ob humilitate* 


' euſtodiam,. as a preſervative againſt pride +- 


that. humility may. grow more. in you.; #: 


T horn inthe fleſh,leſt you ſhould be exalted a-- 
bove meaſure with the abundance of heavenly- 
Conſolations ;and if ſo, who will complain, 
though the hoxey, & the honycomb be taken 
away from him, when he hath eaten ſuffi-- 


cient.and is in danger to ſurfeit by the reſt?? 


Or for ſome other ſpecial verrwe, which 


. God will now conveigh into your- Soxt. . 


Thus ſome Spiritual advantage you may! 


Hope to gain, by this your aeſertion. 


But*on - the other: ſide,-if npon exami-- 


. mtionit appears, or beprobable,that Godi 


hath: withdrawn theſe  Con/olations from? 
you in di/pleaſure,then you know your task: 
t9to enquire into your ſelf, for what fin, or * 
negleR, . or. omiſſion-it is; that God :is #» 


! diſpleafed with you ; . and, when thar is+ 


diſcovered, an- unfained humiliation for* 

it, and an-earneſt eydeavosr againſt it, fos' 

the time to, come-, is-required: at-yaug* 
nds. - ES 
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your fins and corruptions, will certainly 
#dvantage you,and jo} orgy eaſe you, 
inthis your preſent conditton. And to this 


' Examination, pv with that particular 
(if you find cauſe) or this general Humili- 


#trr0xr, T now leave you, earneſtly praying, 


hrale: , and ſin no more. Sir, Tam 


_ that 7 theſe, or ſome other means, you may be 


bs EY OP 


AL. 


"TE" .: The fift Letter. Wet 

T he prox ſoul lamenteth the loſſe (/ her Coms 

. ' forts, as taken away in Gods diſpleaſure; 

| & propoſeth an abatement of worldly com 
fort, as ameans torecover Spiritual. 

Y :JPon 4 vicw of tny Actions ſince tlie 

iAlaſtfolemn Humiliation of my ſoul, 1 

' . find many defe#s and failings ; and though 

Tcanhot charge my ſelf with any one no- 

torious fin nnrepented of, (bleſſed be Got 

My tpholder) yetwhile' Tam compaſked a 


bout with ſo many 5»firmities and inper fi+ * 


sgmoranees, ] cannot 


Any, weyligencts 


(8 £77; . but 


for any particular fin;as the AFor, or as ac- 
ceffory in it, a_gemeral Humiliation for 


' Yoar ſervant in onr Lord Peſir. 


a vu. 4 Ecco 


Suefar; hoo: chan ke 9x 
-F thoſe &is;:thatGod, 1n diſplea/wro,. v withe- 7 
draws choſe bis comforts Front me. /! 
.*And can there be-@:greater: heontiry 
| then this, that my teareſt cm 
be taken away, yea driven away, iro 
- ſelf, by my ſelf! That I my ſelf. ſhould be- 
ſo- deeply icceffory ta allthofe: de/ertiwns- 
IcomplainofiThat I my ſelf ſhould gueneb> 
thoſe. hol fires, and then complain in for- 
want of. the warmth and comfors ofthem 1? 
That I ſhould provoke God: to hide bis- 
face,and to withdraw the light of hiycong- 
'tenance from me, which. a value infinitely- 
more then allthe pleaſures,and profits a 
honors of this world 1: . 2 
And now. if I be conltainedtoduelitni = IN 
this .eſech, andto have my habitationsin3 - -- 
theſe dark Tents of Kedar, what willtmy7 ;- 
kfe profit me !:I will not: returwe0the: - 
pleaſures of the world, and whart'is thy life- 
then, if theſe Pleaſures of. heaven bs 
a9t unto-me | | 
 - Lord, can Inotſee thy face ani evjonnih 
lighe of thy: countenance, codſtantly, and! 
kye ! Is it not then. far better for me todie- 
with ir, then to live-withont-ic. |: This e4y 
ff ing kindneſſeis better then life it [elf fa). 
”— «4, therefore. 1 will ſtill. ſeek: thy face; = 


face: 
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$5: Spiritual Comfort and Grief 
face Lordwillt ſeek, Oh tetmeſee it, and 
| < enjoy it'again; though 1die for it ! Yetif 
- if it be chy will, my God and my Lord,cthat | 
I walk al the dayes of my life in this dark J} * 
eſs, thar with theſe diſconſolate fears and | © 
tremblings 1 work our my ſalvation, Loel 
am ready to doe thy will O God. 
© Nowy Sr, for: the particular account 
you may expe from me of mine examina- 
150 of my ſelf, 1 muſt not conceal 'from 
you, that 1 have ſome jealouſies, that 
worldly-mindedneſs may be fhrewdly ac. | 
ceſfory-to this my deſertion - Tam too-bus | - 
My (I fear) imployed in the things of this'] | 
world, to have and retaig that poxtion: of Y - 
heavenly comfort ; 'I traffick too much on ©} + 
this fide Jordan, to have thoſe ſweets of 
 theLandof Canaan. : | 
 .» © {That of our Apoſtle; 2-Z1m, 2.4. News 
___. wilitans: Deo, no-man that warreth un 
' der'/Ged;,- entangleth himſelf with the Þ 
' affgires of this world, is not (I conceive) | | 
proper to the Clergie, and Divines, buta IN 
| -zeneral rule for all Chriſtians alſo, who» ſ + 
' * Jfoeverfights under Cheiſts banner, againſt I - 
- _ the: -,| the fleſh;- and the: Devill, 
' - muſtnot be-entangled with the things 
| - - of thislife.* And though, Sir, I.cannot 
-  chargemy ſelf with finne, in this kinde, 
: - * * being 


, 


> noe * 


.* 
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may tucn my former. Omer. of. Firitual 
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being entangled beyond. the bounds of - 
lwfulneſs, with earthly things, yet 1 con- 
fider , that. my worldly employments, 


though lawfull, may. not be expedientsg 


for 1 have read.in my 'books of Devotia 
that whoſoever takes his full lawfull plea- 


- furein the things of this world, to ſuch 


f 


an one, God (commonly, and moſt juſtly) 
denies the extraordinary pleaſures'and; 


| lights of his Spirit ; and' one way preſcrib- 


ed, not to be ſcanted intheſe piritual com- 


| forts, is by abating ſomewhat of the full 


Jawfull meaſure of theſe wor/dly comforts. 
Thenegle& of this I fexr, may be one. rea- 
ſon-why God withdrawes his wonted ſpis 
ritual. comforts from me., OE 
If could abridge:my ſelf a little more 
of that delight I rake in the ſtudy of His 
ſtorie ; Philoſophie and: the. like ; if I 
could abate ſome little of that comforr. I 
ſolace my ſelf with , in friends and. chil- 


_ dren;.if Icould be a lictle more' ſtraitned 


in.theſe worldly comforts, I ſhould. well 
hope.to beenlarged again, in thoſe fpirs- 
t#al comforts : 1ihall therefore _tabour to 
fatisfie-my ſelf with ſome few. Omers.of 
worldly joy, .though an Ephab be:buta 
lawful meaſure ; who knoweth but. God 
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932 Fpiritual Comfort and Grief - 
joy, into an Ephah, and give ic me, heape| 


,and running over ? I read of ſome wh | 
have ſped thus by it, and cherefore I ſhal 
hope for the -like mercy from God, and. 


this hopeisfome ſupportro 
Toxr famting friend, 


The Anſwer. 
ddvifeth to love the Comforter himſelf mere 
ary phe Comforts. 


oo —— 


: ys delight (it ſeems) in Carefives (s 
moſt-in your condition doe;) more 


.. then in Cord5als; you inſiſt onely upon 
' Gods diſpleaſure apainſt you, in taking a- 
way your Gon{o/ations, notat all refleing 


- _ Uponthe Corazal, that theſe may be taken: 


away in ove. 

Yea, though God be offended with you 
£oryour many failings and imperfeRions; 
yet an offended God ( how.e're it is with: 
an ' offended friend ) may affiQ in /ove, 
Now , after you have.caſtt down your ſoul. 
by Hiniiation, raiſe it up, I pray, bythe 

meditation of this., Your Love, that moſt: 
ſalby & excellent affeQionof your Soad,. 
ow this deſertio» be advanced .to God; 
ppropriated to him alone. Then you: 

may k bow weak that. Love is, when we- 


love: fl 
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communicate tous ; and that the- f | 
of ove is,to love that infinite merceifnlneſ7, 

and incomprehenfible goodneſs, that is in 
him ;. to love God more for that Oceas in 
himſelf, then for thefe few drops he ſheds 


| down upon us ; for his own goodneſſe,more* 1 
then for our benefir, or comfor: by it : thid, 1 


this is the frength of love. ' And if your 
former comforts __ from this love 


of God , your preſent ae/ertion may fur-. 
ogthenrd 


your Love, it will encreaſe your 


alſo; Gods chearful countenance towards _ : 


you may ( unhappily ) exalr you, but you 
cannot but walk humbly beforea frowning- 
God : And where this /ove, and this hwms- : 


tiff is, patience will have its perfe& work. © - 


Which I ſpeak the rather of , becauſe this 
dronght and barrenneſſe of our Souls may 
through the corruption of our Nature, and 
the temptation of the Devill , occaſion 
ſome impatience in us. As an Antidote 
therefore againſt impatience, Ibeſeech you 
to confider that there are many dear chil- 
dren of God, who never taſte> at all of 

thoſe Comforts, whereof you have- had 


| Rore; and then you wil turn your cone- 


: plaints 
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: A Fo ie 's Devout Soul. * 9 , 
fore God onely , -or chiefly for that parcel _ - 
of Mercy, or comfort which he is pleaſed to . 
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og Spiritual Comfort and Grief 


plairits for the pteſent want'of them, intq 


[Praiſes for your former enjoyment. of 
them ; and after that Hymn of thanksgive 
#ng, you may cloſe your Meditations, and 
Devotions; with a Cole#_ or two, that 
God would call to remembrance: his: tender 
aercies, and his loving kindneſs which bn 
*-bath fbewed to: you heretofore ; -In which] 
ſhall be a-joynt-ſuitor with you, - but eſpe- 
war for all Spiritual Graces which are 
needfal for you, and ſo Lreſt 
7 ©. Tours inour Lord Chriſh 


bd : 


: | The'fixthChupter. *” © « . 

The pions ſoul ſtill lamenteth the loſs of hey 
Comforts, yet wholly reſigneth her deſires 
of them to:Gods will, | | 
Sir, 

-F Peruſe your diref#50ns daily ,. for Fam 

A ſtill in* my di/conſolate- condition', my 

_ drineſs, my arineſs, woe is me !-I cannot 


difſemble it. Thoſe Comforts have held 


: up my weary hands, in prayer, they have 
 Aitengrthened my feeble knees, in the pub» 
| like © Conpregation, in my private c/oſer, 
— in the fie/d, and on: my bed, 
at all time?, and upon all occaſions, they 
; Have'been 'my companions, and - my ſups* 


| | - porters alſo. They: have-mademe more || * 
+5 forward. 
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ful in them, and: more plentiful of. them, 
then'otherwiſe I fear I ſhould have been ; 
but now they; have all forſaken me,and I 
am left weak: Heretofore how freely conld 
Ireſigne up my ſelf to-God,and his.ſervice? 


when I confider it onely, as a yeelding up 


my ſelf coa.continual affluence of Heavenly 
comforts and pleaſures ; How eafie was it 


. forme ta deſpiſe the delights and vanities 


of this world; when I abounded with 
thoſe? And who 'can part with ſach'bo- 
ſom-friends, who have been ſo helpfull and 


beneficial, and not complain > The loſs. of 


the pleaſure and delight I took in them, 
was grievous, but this loſs of he/p and afli- 
ſtance from them is an heavy burthen. 
Bur theſe very helps & advantages which, 
I have had by con/olations, may come(you _ 
have told me ) without them ; yea, ſome-- 
times theſe their proper works may be per- 
formed, better without them, + then with 
them, And that is it I enquire after now. 
I bleſs God thar he-hath afforded me that 
comfort and help of thoſe pleaſures, thus far 


onward in my way, and | truſt to-him now 


for other g«ides and helps. Ko . 
And hereupon, I reſolve (Gods grace - 
aliſting me ) to caſt off. my ſolicitous, and 
Va anxious 
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96 Spiritual Comfort ant Grief ; 
Anxious care-tbout thew; Delire them I ſhah 


and ſeek them , becauſe I.can be helped by 


chew, buraſter char (if 1 finde chew we} 


ſhallnot complain ſo loud, becauſe 1 truft 
' tobe belped without chem ; And Ifhall 
cloſe thoſe Collett» (you advite to) for theſe 
- Conlolations, with Non mea, fed T ua; fiat 
velnntas, Domine, Not mine O Lord, but 
thy will be done : for though I be denied 
them, yet in my drinefs will I — my 


Ty foot (fach as itis) to thee my God, and 
Apr grace perſevere in it anc. lives end; 


performaneeof which, I deſire the 


| beat of your prayers, whereby you ſhall 


Rilt oblige Torr eugaged gs 


- . The Anſwer. 
A Conties, beſt the foot, being wow iff 
. -yewt whether foe hath. Comfort or - mt, 
Jhould prove flothful in boly Datiet.. 
- Sir, 
[| Beſeech God to fvengchen you ir-yout 
' @b 


umble, -and free ſubmiſſion unto his 


bleſſed will ; and though he ſtill hide his 
countenance from you, yet you promiety 


+ ſerve him, to bring him what your dzlneſs 


and barrenneſs will allow you to have, and 
from him you ſhall receive, what you have 
not ; if not your former , yet ſome rw 

| | belpr 
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—— in & Devont Soul; 99 ; 
yd ſupplies.;- yea, the Lord bimfelf | 
will be your Companior and your Guide © 
Caft all your care upon him, and he will 
fake the full care of you : And if he leads 
you no further by the glimmering light of 
a Srar (your own Confolations and de- 
lights) ic 15 (I hope ) becauſe he will ſhew 
you the bright luſtre of the S»» 'it ſelf, 
that goodneſs and mercifulneſe which is in 
himſelf, and by that lead you, and guide 
you to your ſburnies end, 5 16 
*. And concerning thoſe prayers, and ho» 
by exerciſes, which you perform to God,in 
this your barremneſs and drought , ſeeing 
they are not undertaken at allfor any taſte, 
or /weernefſe you have in chew, burtipurely 
to ſerve God, and fieerly and alone ts per- - 
form his will, ſurely they are very accepts: 
ble in his ſight :- Iknow ths he encth is 
ſeldome without objeRions againſt the per- 
formance of theſe dwries,as if chey might be 
as well left undone, as done; But you will 


| beable (I hope) to anſwer all thoſe oppo- 


ſittons, and contradictions, and force your 
will, againſt your will, co goe on till in 
diſcharging thoſe holy 4aries,as wel as you. 


"can, and as chearfully, though not ſo well 


as you would, . - 
:* There goes alway along with theſe our 
: Cone 
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Conſolations, - ſelf-love-, and ſymetime 
too much of 'it too; It will concern ug 


therefore to moderate it-;to that purpoſe; 


when we purpoſe to our ſelves, the exerciſe 
of any! di ,. or. the. practiſe of any 
Chriſtian wverr=es., our. own. Intereſt, 
pleaſure, or advantage (ſpiritual though 


they be ) muſt be the leaſt things we aime 


at, leſt ſelf-reſpe&ts blemiſh all. And if 
thus? (though 1n the depth of 4z/ertion) 
our love is more commendable, and thoſg 
duties and wertues more. acceptable to 
God, for whoſe ſake wholly we perform 
them, then thoſe exerciſes and duties we 
. formerly had ſo much comfortin; and ups 
on this'7e4/0x I ſtill adviſe you, ,not.to fo 
too high an eſteem.upon theſe Con/olatis 

or, your own delights, : +1 
' . Yethere I think fit. to enter-a Caveat of 
two. I'have known T orpor and Acedia , in» 
devotion and . {luggiſhneſs come under! 
this yaile; while we pretend not to affe& 
theſe our -own delights, coldneſs in out 
Prayers, .and lazineſs in our Devorioas tos 
commonly creep in upon us. Take heed 
_ therefore thar you retain your inward fer- 
vor and ſpirituall-zea/, in the midſt of yout 
"arineſs, and barrenneſs ; you muſt. beware 


leſt you lofe your fervor, as. well as _ 


=. — 
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" "Iu 4 Devont Soul, . ©99 
finſe, and the Comfort of ir. Let not your 
intention and attention in your Devorions | 
any whit abate {if poſſibly you can prevent 
it) while your outward Conſolations are 
denied to you. It is a chief deſign tha De- 
vill hath upon us.in theſe our rites, ro 
make us weary of the ſervice of God,” and 


to ſteal away from us our Devotions, and 


our ferv07 TO0, | 
' And now ſeeing you have attained(God - 
be thanked } to ſuch a condition and ſtate, 
tharyou ſubmit your ſelf mivily' God, 
and will be content, though he ſtill with- 
hold theſe your Cox/o/arions, this 15a time, 
that the Devil is ordinarily buſie to dart in 
thoſe his zemprations ; And if he can bring 
in, with this your indifferency , ofcitancy, 
and co/dneſs, in thoſe ſexvices you perform, 
and a /azineſs in holy Dries, he gains tod. 
much upon you. © 2 
A fecond Caveat Iſhall adde, with re- 
ſpet to others, rather then to your ſelf 


It preſent; That they who: abound with 


theſe C omforts, be :not [too ſecure, upon 


the ground © of Corſolartoni (eſpecially 


if they ' be /e»ſb/e. ones onely, that their 
perſons and performances are / accepted 
With God; that they make not theſe the 
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100 _ Spiritual Comfert and Grief 


of their ?uſification and Santtificarion ; tht | ' 
teſtimony of their Faith and Repentence cath 


not-deceive them;theſe Conſolation: may, 


Bur all this is added, ex /#perabnndan 


ts; Since your full refgnation of your de 


_ fres and delights to God , and your indif. 
ferency for theſe Conſolations, this advik 


might have been ſpared: nothing is now 
neceſſary from me, but my prayers to God 
for you, wherein I ſhall never fail you. for 
I am T owr ſervant in Chrift Feſw. 


Youny 


1 The Seventh Letter. - 
The ſoul fetleth (as. fot conceives) apartia 
privation of grace, and growing ſaſpiciom 


7 the ſincerity of her faith and repentance, 


caring a totel privation of grace in her.. 
if her intimation of yours, that your a& 
J viſe to me might be ſpared hereafter, 
hath thefe' many moneths kept back my 
"hand from writing to you, butnow I cal 
withhold no longer, and your former trol 
ble breaks in upon you. | 
. . * Notthat I have revoked my :refguatio 
of thoſe my Con/olations, to Gods blefſeh 
will, far be it from-me ; But in anothe 


matter, (as I conceive) and of higher con- 


cernment, Inow make my addreſs to yol, 
for aireftion and comfort, "That 
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2 *  5u 8 Devont Soul, TOL 
That tte; poinitis of comfort, under - 
8 which [have ſo long; laboured, hath now 
at length brought on me (I fear) a Partial 
privation of Grace, :My ſenfible comforts 
ar@gone, and my ſpiritual comforts are til 
detain<d from mie, and now I doubt that 
even grace it ſelf, is decaying too ; Foſephis 
not, and Simeon is not, and ſhall I loſe 
Benjaminallo ? all theſe things are a. 
Mme. =5 
_ Sir, Thave endeavoured what I could to. 
keep my foul »igi/ant, and my affeions 
ere, and atrent at Prayers, (according to 
! F your caution to me) but now they all lack, 
and a general drow/neſs duls them all, at 
1 © the houre of prayer, more then at any 
- JN other time, at that fpirituall, more then at 
any civil employments , And therenpon I 
- | complain, that the grace of fervor and eat 
\ $is departed from me; and in other holy 
y | dnries-the' chearfrulneſs, and ardor I was 
n 
- 


| 0 7} wy—”_cc-—-xVy- A # * 


wont to have, doth now wholly fail me. 
When I read of ſome of the ſervants of 
God, who were ſo elevated in their Deve- 
tions, and Meditations , that whether in the 
Bags 87 out of the Body, Godonely khnowes x 

ind then reflet upon mine, - now-adaies 
Þheareleſs, and fo dul, that whether with 
the/ox/, gr without the /oxl, pes: 
Y | . 
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. F023 _ Spiritual Comfort andGrief 
fay; that while I am at thoſt holy exercife;; 
my /oul ſhould be carried any whithes, bY 
_ ther then into beaver, yea,” downward ths 
ther then «pward, this prefſeth me ſore. 
How can ſuch ſervice be 7ea/oable from 
me, who have a ſprriexal fonl ? or acceptys 
ble to:God, who is a Spirit, and muſt be 
worſhipped.in Spirir ? This I-lament ag 
 privation of that grace of Fervor,and zeal, 
My ./oxl is not filled with ;t now, as for 
merly. - £ & 
© Neither/may I difſemble it, ſometime} | 
Ifear worſe, even a rotal privation of thi, 6, 
and of all other graces,and verrucs ; Either 4, 
that God hath'wirthdrawn his holy gram], 
from me, or elſe thatI was never tru} ,, 
partaker of chem; that Iflattered, anddeJj_ 
- ceived my ſelf , when Ihoped that God ow 
had accepted my Faith in Chriſt, and ay 51; 
Repentance to my juſtification. 7 jar 
---The other day while I was judging ny} ; , 
ſelf for my ſins, -an- a/tegation was caſt m1,. 
againſt my Repenrance alſo, and that wag. 
accuſed of w»ſncerity , and hypocrife; Anl Fa 
proof was brought. in of it ; My grief alli... 
ſorrow for my ns, was compared withmiflly.... 
forrow for other things; The ſmall borrle0ſr... 
'my' penitential. tears was brought forlio. . 
_ andſetbythe berzle of my tears for wolllifip,.: 
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£ .#n'4 Devont Soul-' , 3203 
hcroſles ; and it appeared how enlarge 
had been in theſe ,' and-how freituea: in 
thoſe;+ that I have wepr-far more: for the 
los of a friend, 'or of a'penfion for ſome 
yeares, then for the invaluable loſs-of my 
ord God, eternally ; : And this plea: was 


my - and though: I my felf was 


ane RT Re —_ FF IRE. 


yet I could not be ſo-partiall, either-in 
pleading, Orin determining, a5 to achwit my 
4H felf; But upon this proof and evidence was 
| forced ' tO: condemn that repentance (;nyne 
'' own though it were) as ferghted and wn/ine 
Y cere., Orscompleat atleaſt, and.therefore 
anacceptable in the ſight of Gol; +>! 

-And upon this, how heavy. and /admy 


this my. Benjamin. is miſcartied/to00;/ſorrow 


"1-And then,' when Iam thus low. ,!itis 
Y bard to' keep my: ſelf from ſinkingloweriz 
kr for allegations I find produced: againſt-my 
wr Faith and my Love to God: and thus it is 
"reaſoned. If I have not true faith, all I 
""Ylave done yet, is:{till fr-aitleſs,T am ſtillin 


ot true /ove to God , I have not true 
l Farh, and if I have not joy in God, 


E 4 
pF h 


proſecuted againſtme, with a great deabof * 
both the advocate & the judge, in:thecaſe, 


milty /o#l is, cannot be expreſſed ;:finre 


will ſo0n bring Mme tothegraue. TT i5ifty w_ 


"Jy #»regenrerate condition, *But if I have - 


Kina, M 


yoÞa3 Spirnwal Comfort and Grief 
Fhae not /ove of him.: Theſe are fruits of 
the ſame Spivre, and where one 15, the other 
cannot be wanting; Love reſults naturally 
from Faith, and Joy from Love, and they 
continnally accompany each other ; theſe 
fruirs are alway ina cluſter : or they are all 
links of one chaing ifany one link be taken 
off; ciiechainis/quite broken : Secing then 
apparently I want oy, how can I have 
Love ? and if Thave fto Love, 1 am not bets 
ger the & ſonnding Braſs and 4 tinkling 


* Alas Sir. I: cannot alway keep theſe Ale 
gation; againſt my ſelf, out of the court of 
any Conſoience ; And thongh I condemn my 
ſelf very often, yet I dare not be too pe 
 mprory,- in theſe judgements againſt my 
KF, for I cannot but - hope better things: 
Andwhether I ſhould: cheriſh thoſe fear 
- (which are ſtrongalready .) or theſe wer 
Ketrihop#s;/is that, wherein T defire your ad- 


Fe 


__ viſteandcounſel; Andche Lord, who onef a 


i” it +this isthe prayer of _ = 
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Preſeribeth a ftrift examination of her Faith 
: and Repentance : and ſueweth theſe feares 
. .and jealouſies may be the Temptations of 


the Devill. 


"_- IS 


- Lir, _ | 
X þ Verma you ſhould take part with 
V 'Y (Fear or Hope, you your (elf muſt 
reſolve : yet ſomewhat ſhall ſay, concern- © 
ins the feares which ariſe in you, thatyou -. 
are not j»/ſtified before Ged, nor reconciled 
to him. 1 UI 
-| - Itis good to fearalway ; it keeps.us low, 
f | ſelt pride enter , andit keeps us a&#5ve, teſt 
78 {orb ſeize: upon us; and fo we humbly la- 
E-8 bour,to.make our Calling and El:Hion fnre; 
74 and when 1 ſadly conſider, how many mi{- 
: carry through Spiritual /ecxryiey, not atall 
| ſuffering themſelves to miftruſt their con= 
dition towards God, Iam not forward to 
caſt out feer : Yet there is rorment in; fear, 
and a firm hope, well grounded, (if ir-ejefts 
not fear it ſelf) will wholly allay the cor» 
ment of it. .. DF 
- Whether your Faith and Repentance 
were as they onght to be, is between God, 
and your own ſoul : Butif yourflrh were 
lively, with love, and truſt m God,and your 
repent ance wnfeigned, aflure your 16, is 
ji Hz was 
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=o5 FSpiritnal Comfort and Grief 
as no.-other 'Spirit "but the holy Sy; 
.rir Of 'God, (who can neither + Occ 
'us., nor can be deceived ) who faid 
mnto your ſoul, Chriſtus & juſtitia tas, 
»# ſalus tua; Chriſt # thy juſtification, and 
_ hy ſalvation. | 
" And'for'the Plea putin againſt your R#- 
pentance, though I cannot ' diſcern what 
wour Repentaxce 18, yet this I can diſcern, 
ithatyour bjefion, is no.convincing arg#- 
went againſt the Truth and ſincerity of it, 
For though 1 muſt grant that the in- 
ward- forrow :for; fin, and the inward jor. 
#ow For worldly loſſes, are both from the 
Seart, and griefs both of the fame kind, 
yet it will .not follow, that they both 
#thould have the ſame oxrward expreſſions; 


' For there. may be an hear: ful of true /or- þ 
row for fn, where there is u0 ſad comnte- || 


wance > No . erembling lips, nor weeping 
exes ;.: theſe are: the :overflowings of grief 
in- the | ſenſitive ' parts,, and are more 


eeadily, and more fully ſhewed by us, 


for worldly , then for fpiricuall matters: 
and the hom pr ret ; Becauſe theſe /er- 
firbud ::parts, ( whence they proceed ) are 
more | afﬀected- with bodily and. worldly 
ahings,thenthey are (or can be ) with /p 
vityal, and heavenly ; and the —_ 
| - $+ this, 


mus ts eas ncaa ao... Doo -—— EE TE 


d | IE Grely. dobiafed,. both with 


 tranſgreſſion., you may cheriſh and co 


— thangh Chriſt, . If you can En: e 


Ty. B bclegas fort the re/t:mony of your Wok 


0 = hr 


Crs A Fu Sand. p roy; 
this, is, becauſe worldly $-peck are wer: 
theſe ſenſitive parts, whereas ſpiritnal, are 
far of; and thereupon: have a greater com-- 
mand over outward- /exfireve expreffionss- 
(as tears and the like) - then ſpiritual ng 
cin have over them, at a diſtance. * 89570 
I defire-therefore that you would exa-— 
mine your/orrow for fn, above,not beneath; 
at the ſpring-bead of ſorrow, your heart,and.- 
reaſonable. Monk not at. theſe: neather, pools, 
your eye-,. and the rears .of them ; by that: 
you cannot - eaſily; be. deceireds, by theſe: 
And ifu pp examination, _ find that: 
your beart bath been, and is "truly hambled- 


for your Fo us, and- ped, oe the re be 


brance'ofthem; and doth is rye 
againſt-rhemp forthe time to, com it 


Jn 


and with.che fn abhorring- Jour ſelf ,& 
your hopes » that God is, reconciled, to. 


rational. Mi mogie which... rc 
ore mf we Oieh. are people: 


teve facn lties. 
B, afrer the. {xemiavien of your / 48 
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108 JI pirieuntF Comfort and Grief 
with ior our ſelf, as to-require thatthis your' 
ſn, ſhould exceed that your grief 

for Kipling oe tie is very utireaſons- 
ble; #nd apuinſt en rules of Corrts, to com 
dem your Jorvow fot finas defective, upon 
the bare reft?mory of theſe owtivard expreſe 
foes + For 2s they 'ate a finple wits, fo 
( now it appears to you ) tity are a parti- 
al witmeſs too, enclining More to /orrow 
for .»or/aly things and giving falſer evi- 
dence For then) then to ſorrow for PÞiritunl 
{und thereforetill it de otherwiſe 

proved, = fully too, that your /#--053 for 
. frm, #»finceve, paſs not I pray, mR__—_ 

Ry of Condemnation upon it, | 


et before you neett acjwit it, you 


nine the neiphbouring Þ afſiont of 
Birr? yboticthis very tratter of you! 
Wis with God: If "there 1 
or bypocrifie, th your /ove 0 
61% your hatred of fin, you have 
2 An Raſpoct but yepentapre: And 
ia! of the # of theſe Paſſions, 1 
nn: 


; infirch'a ftraft, chat 
8 houſes 'avdl | poſſe ond 

- and children, and bononr; or the fa 
vaur and love of Ged, by committing thaſt 
Jour. ' fins again © and ther conſider 


FHhefe rwo yin wild tine 3Vntdt | 


you 
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: | you reſolve (by the grace of God aflifling . 
* | you) to loſe all the profits, pleaſures, ant 
comfarts of this world, rather then the favinr: 
and leve of God by a relaps into ſing; your: 
love and hatred being thus ſincere and war; 
7ght,you muſt then in jaſtice acquit' pow 
repentauce and ſorrow from that aſperſion 
of hypocrifie and, nnſincerity , and cenſure 
him for a landerer who caſt in that alleg ati- 
ox. aSamfl if i 1 7 han f) if ada? 
And now: for that other  aliegatios'4- 
gainſt your faith and fove, becauſe of the 
abſence of joy, tdefire you to-confider; that 
+ There. is a joy which is the f#ir: of the. , 
Spirit, and it conſtantly anifeth from:;fuith 
gs .and /ove of ay 
e/s or [uperabundance of that joy © the 
LA ſmall ray onely ; the ſecond as:a 
beam from the Sun of Righteouſneſs ; and 
both theſe are 7ifts of the'bleffed Spirit, 
and yet very different ; the fir/# as a Grica; 
the /econd as a Reward ; thatney. of joyis's 
grace of God, and by —_ of it;weinzy 
cep our feet from ſtumbling ant falling; - 
this beam of joy, is a reward from God, and' 
| by the exceeding /x/re of it, we arcien+ 
couraged and cheared in-our walking with 
_ God :and hence. it appears that theginſtis- 
 & moſt neceſſary. frwir of our Fairh:and 
+ RC . Hi 4 ”; irs : 0 WLi0VE,., 
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- . Love, anddoth alwayes accompany them- 


. We- /rve him not unleſs we: rejojce in hit, 
and of this joy is the Apoſtles precepr, Re. 
gayee in the: Lord alway; and again 1 ſay, re- 

oyee - whereas this /econd is. a bountifull 
expreſſion of Gods extraordinary goodneſs 
towards us,gnot an ordinary grace 1N us ;2 
fore-taſte (indeed) of the joyes of heaven: 
Fhe 'firf# is as the Chriſtian ſouls daih 
bread; this ſecond, as their feſtival chear. 

Now Sir, if you have that daily bread, 
you are: of 'Gods houſhold and family; 
though you ſeldom taſte of his fe/ft:val 

,chear+ and I hope (you want onely thoſe 
aainties Which once you were fed with, and 
chat this: Bzdad; which is common'to'all the 
family, -is your ſouls daily. Food ; that you 
have ſtill in you q 7a3:of joy, though nota 
beam: and if fothis joy is a good evidence 
of yqur [ſincerity in Faith and Love; and 
therefore you may cenſure him alſo for a 
fbaudertr, who caſt into the court of your 


% 


Faithin'God, and: Love of him. -- ) 
'!2:; Thus Sir, I comfort my ſelf with hope, 
that yow neither flattered your ſelf here- 
fofore (in accounting your ſelf reconciled 
to: God through Chriſt) nor that there is 
ſach a total privation of Grace in you, as 
 you'complain of + . And 


conſcience;,: this. «legarion - againſt your 
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{And vehas ————_ privation _ Graces, + 
, | the\ /abatement:ob;ypur-fervon-im projer's 
- | in dnſwer co thatT ſhalkpremife;;Fixft; that” 
- | there" is a'gift of Prayer, end a. fpirie--o% 
| | 2rajor or Supplications'; and-- many have: 
r | thegif# of Prayer, (tq expreſs their owns 
| | o2her2mens defires £6)/God: in Prayer-reas- 
| dily, and in'fic words'}; who; haye-notthe - 
\ | firicidf Prayer and: Supplications (thatis>. 
| Fervor and Zeal,' and © Ardency of :Spurir) 
| andonthiecontrary', many have this grace” 
of fervor,: who-have:not that gife Of Prays- 


#,andbof this fantif9ing Grace fervor and i 

ved }Iitis (as Foomeive} the! Ae FS 
thar x fpeakes, not of:this-gift oh; Bris 
whichis-onely anedifying grace.> : 111 

3- Secondly, that exaR- « arr and per-- 
ft fervor. with alF our: brave; : and: all-oux:* 
wadinthe whole zworfip of Godiva 7 Foa-- 

ſure not ordinary in*theſerearchen Feſſels'; ; 
while we carry about this &edy of j eſopthe - 
fpirze and\nnagination of man will be wan. 
dringoft-cimes; and we cannot bewholly:” 
atent inthe Service of God. - 

'-NowSir,' your complaint) is:not { per : 
tkive) for-yrant:of thegift of Prayer, (avg - 
preſſious' #7 ſupplicarruna} Bat hon ah6.4ey- 
ayiofi the fervor and tae your a5 
od: ; but whether you a: _ ; 
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112 - Spiritw#l Comfort aud Grief 
with that s»firwiry of .our mortal tare 2nd 
conditivn only, that you are not wholly ix- 
rent" and arrent-at your: Prayers; Or whe- 
ther you complainasguilty of ſome otori- 
ou wanadrings of thoughts at your perfor. 
manceof holy Duties, which are truly-per. || - 
ſordll fant, Tanderſtand not, and: there» || | 
foreTanfiwer fomewhattoboth.' ff - 

- "Exatt and full intention, with all. ous J - 
Sexl, mm the yor/hip of God, we muſt aime || - 
_ at, and frive for, and /ament our defefs in || | 
#;- Our vain iwagirations, our worldly | : 
thoughts, and what ever divertus from the | 1 

atrentionito that” boly bwfeneſs, we have in f| 
hand, though we'cor:/exe not ts:them; not 
ftay upon them with any delight, but:rejet || £ 
them as faſt as they ariſe in ournundes, yet | 1 
h 
[: 


theſe, and-every one of theſe we muſt /4- 
ment and beyail, and be di/pica/ed with our 
ſelves for thoſe our failings z:lament thele, 

. _ "Ipray;as the natural infeniie of your 

_  edjnditionin the fled; though { as Iconceive | 5; 
with ſabmiffion to better judgements) wot | 5, 
48 your perſonal fanits and fins : thele argue | 7, 
not any decay ofthe: grace and ferwor,,006- | 4 
ty an emporfetvorimat, :asthere is of all J|- + 
giorerih wo beſt Saints: of God omcarth,-:: 


- -But thies,>condly; if your complaint N 5 
be of fone 10/6ria8 wWararingr, fore fiay | jo 


upor 
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upon vain” 1meginations, and' ſome Stig 

in he-tbein! Hm your [oul off fedtniits 

intention in Prayer; theſe ate ſons and _ 
Ifanultsinyon. © - 

And even theſe /iys are too -comimot> 
with many of the Childrex' of God, "alt 
therefore it 'is not improbable you-miyr 
complainpfrbew.. | SHEET 

And this' indevorion and: want of 'Yee6E- 
leRing onr thoughts home, while wEare2& 
holy Duties, 1s ſometime a. cauſe of our 
droght and barreneſſe; weuſe not well 
what falenr of fervor and >+41; whiclr Gol 
om weſtirit'not up, and therewþdh: 

e; Srow'\barren and dry: and a 
white, this isthe eſe of ny batrewheſs; wie- 
want our former comforts and zelrghty i: 

holy duties, and thereuponwe canttorbeſo- 
Stent at chem as formerly. Theſe otirrobw- 
45 are (as you: alle) like* Avon! hd: 

ay to- Moſes, vety wſefullto-holf uffour 
weary hands in prayer ':' fervor, feed. 

; Mign 577 and detih dere Rog 
comforts-and act rrofu res 
ke ons on ORR 

"Nowif iether of 2ed1 indfev-ot 
in you; as the-c you fo 
es not ay bow fevete: yok © in 
jedging yous 'felf for bringnplt een: 
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"gRjenceange 
.own,Svr;,and if as the effett of this your bar- 
.nexne[7, yet repent you muſt of your neg- 
teft of this grace of God, that you ſhould 
ſtir up-this your fervor no longer, then it 
was for your own turn (your comfort and 
erlight ) when;that could nor be ſerved by 
it, that you neg/ctt it, and ſuffered ittode- 


,endeayour to ſtrengthen your feeble knees, 


ed fervor, and then goe on be- 


your primer meaſure; adding fervor 
#67281, and ffrexgth unto frength.. It 


16f0x.. God: cauſe and for the Love of him 


Wo. 


you. arefervenr in.this your barrenne/s,and 


Were: montto-baye. for your own ſakes be- 


aule gf your qwn, eppfurts with it... 


TY 


degree of /iz , or wantof due fer- 


therefore. 
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234  Spirieutal Comfort and Grief MN 
n-your.own fol, by your 


£$ay:n you.. And then after this, you muſt 


Andie bold up your heavy hands, that your 
64 may recover daily, and encreaſe again: 


' therefore. letit far exceed that fervor you: 


ow:,, as I muſt not ſooth you upin 


and therefore I have ſaid this ;- fo 09 
IE fide. myſt not ſuffer you to be- 
ted and caſt down without a, juſt 
fore ] ſhal-fay more,; and. 


'E E-preſenr grief which.you 
- Et 
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expreſs. redounding from it, is.a probable 
Argument tome, that your fervor. is / as- 
much at preſentas formerly it was: though: 
it be not ſo /e»/ib/e to you ;. and neither 
that grace of fervor, nor any other in-you, 
.can be ſo-evidently perceived by you, while - © 
you labour. under that: rora{l- privation'af 


comfort (whereof you complaip3as at other 


&''4 , 


' times they may. 


And if fo, that which you complain now- 
of, is only this, that the wonted comfort. of - | 
: | your fervor and zea/ (which foherly you J 
| had in. Gods. ſervice.) is now withdrawn: 
| from you, ſo.that. you can neither, fee/ 
| your comfort, nor your .fervor.;.not that 
your fervor is abated, but that the comforts 
in which it- did refle& to your eye, are- 
- | taken away.from you; it is not now. to be- 
diſcerned by.chem.. And then it. will appear 
it is Gods mercy. yau want in Comfortingy- . 
. | not. his Grace in afi/tzug you 1n his. Worſhip 
and fa. it is the. fame diſezſe you .com» 
: | plained of before, though nowit comes: 
- | towards - the-- height. and violence of it.. 
; | Or ſecondly, .is not. this yery fervor.and 
. | #«/ of ypurs yorkibg elſmhere, 2, though 
| $ 2ppezreq, got. 1n your. Cloſer, '£0,, you 
| Zrapings yet it may work in your. Parlonr, 


% \ 


your 7 b/c, and in your fe; abroad. . 
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Ws Spiritual Comfert nd Grief ED 
. Doeyou hot perceive it mort ifying and ſab 


thoſe Corrupt affetFions and defiter. 


kick were wontto prefſe 'upon you; "e 
your Meales, andin your Diſcourſes ? 

If fo, this is the fervor and. zeal of Prayer 
-aboutanother work, in another room. We 
'uſaalty brand Thoſe deeper who nel 
wheir -howres of. Devotion, then T hofe whi, 

reſtrain.not the exorbitantics of their #f- 
fet5ons: And on the contrary we ufually 
Fer a'better Character upon T hoſe whoak 
+unaualffar their howres of Devotion, and 
tonltantly fervent \n- Them, theh upm 
Theſe who: obtain frequent videries over 
their Corraptions.” ad. 

"A fervent” Suppliant is: of more effech 
{ordinarily ) then a Patiant Champion; atif 
The reaſon Tok, 1s, becauſe every foe: 
Sapptiant is ned "to be a Valian 
Champion Af6-L Lert'me rhen'('T pray) have 
my liberty" ro pteſame that" every gl 
- Champion: who overtones his Luft?, iv 
fervent Swppliant. 

And' therefore Sir, if with'S. Paul, y 
mortifie anCGe Aily,” IR 
hith you pray alto corttintiaſly;” Ned ig 


Prayer, Row, 13+ 445. "Cf der, Ig 


7 [a> ant the Lord give /w un lh 
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pc che our wants rig ho 
be iy w_ ed- : £0, that, puc- 
poſe I Og Pray Ig you, . as becometh 

: Your ſervant inC briſt. 


4 *The eighth Letter. 

4 The ſoul farther tomplainerh if a total pri- 
if vation of gract, ſomewhar to0 evideurly 
| ns Dane Jhe wars all ſpiritual j We.” 
} 
e 
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drpedlivnt. to commend my love,yet. 11d 
«oaltaraly. perceive that portion of 3 Jo in 
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ris They Lifeand Duth 


me;whictti is "nebeſſary to evidence: that a Tot 


there is-in me, Ffhonld reſt fatisfied with 
it, and poſſeſs myſoul in peace and quiet 


"neſs : for what greater comfort need I de- 
ſire then this, that my joy and- love is ſuch. 


as..is acceptable in Gods fight ;. and that 
notwithſtanding m manio1dim perfeRi- 
ons-1: am-. 18- the- oy fn of God through 
Chriſf? If I be of Gods np though but 


a dore-keeper ; if I be at his rable, though of 


"the loweſt weſ7,. this would be a great com- 
Wer -and a fult fatisfaionxo mes + 
a _ Sir, in ſtead: of my Krinarm. 


roof Joy, I doe notinow finde this Ephi'!' 
m 


y joy wholly fajls; what /ove call 
fol bet me? and how of ' late I have 
been ſearching up and down my foul for- 
hoſt other graces and virtues which Gody 
Spir it had formed in me';/and whereas they: 

ould" grow and increaſe more ardimore 
for a white they alſo ' have* languiſhed iti. 
ine, and'now ( 1 Fear) they are quite drad* 
my " comforts were no ſooner taken away 
from me,. bur theſe - graces «1 perceived 
maimed and ſorely 'lamed in me, when 'F 
was orice /#r5p Ie them, F efertly felt 
thy felf*roinde i theſe vet of "gruch 
 andvertic#*{ but now Pam"gutrefiripp'd: 
(I fear) of theſe two, —— 
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- #u 4 Devont: Soul, © meg 
& [poliatus gratia alſo. Not onely woup- 
ded in Grace, but frippedas bare of it, as Of. 
Comfort. x | 
-Fhus I ſeem to void thoſe:g90d hopes 
ou ſtill nouriſh in you,, concerning my 
Ka in the ſtate. of Grace ; But eſpecially 
thoſe you laſt mention of my- fervor and 
tal. I am a weak Suppliane ( God help) 


, 


FP 


- || and a weaker Combatant. 044 
{ : Indeed if I ſhould perceive my: Zea! 

working, onely while 1 am.on my. Knees, 

and not; otherwayes alſo ; in my Cloſer, 

and not :e//ewbere,, I dared not approve 

ny ſelf for that ; ÞPwas wont:to-aime-Aat 

deing a ſtour Combatant-, as well as afer- 

vent Swppliant : But now, not onely, my 
| Knees are feeble, but alſo my H ands.,, and 
| t0:Zealatallto be perceived , either,in 
| tailing up my Aﬀe tions at Prayer, Or at 0+ 
ther times in beating down my. Zeuſts and 
Corruptions. + ei 
- And when I plead for my _ Exc#/e,. (as 
jou ſuggeſt Imay) my Natwral Infirmit 
[fear leſt that ſhould be Se/f-flatrery. La 
too prone-to flatter my-ſelf in my; Oraganad 
weakneſs and corruption ; ſo that other- 
while I impute even my Licentionſneſs to 
| ay. Natural Infirmity : 1 am HI 
| fearhfal, and will nor, and then 1 excule 
M8; it, 
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it; that Tam naturally weak and canner. : 
---If I could ſtrive againſt theſe »ataral 
Corruptions, and lament them ( a caution 
you warily annex to that excuſe) then, 
and notelfe, will they excuſe me. But az 
Inow am, Iam,'( as I ſaid )without coms 
fort, without Grace(1 fear) eſpecially withs 
out that of Fervor and Zeal, and without 
Excuſe too, | | 
My fins, my fs, have excluded all the 
comforts of God, and all the graces of God 
alſo, from my /ox/ ; Tam leſs then the 
keaſtof :them all :' I call to'imind'theidayes 
that are paſt, when my ſoul enjoyedy 
fweet rommunio with God, when thee 
werecontinmal extercomrſes fal of unſpeaks 
' able comfor: betweenmy Lord and my ſoul; 
when he was pleaſed frequently to led 
me-into his 6enqueting houſe, and there 
chear me with flagons and apples ; when-my 
ſoul was elevated and ftaid up with his cow 
folations and graces; and when Irecall this, 
_ my/oxl ſinks into the vally of ſorrow. Fot 
now my God paſſes by me-as -a wiyfarin} 
way, andis becoime a franger unto me, v- 
fits me not, either with comforts or grace. 
And whenT heirmy God apggravaring 
Solomons in, becauſe he had ſhewed hi 
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and fear leſt thatſhould be a charge againſt 
me alſo, that, after God had appearedunto 
ne, with-moſt kind v5/fr5 of comfores, and 
a moſt frvcer fellowſhip of graces, [0 
long together, day by day, I ſhould provoke 
him by my cranſgreſſions to with-hold 
theſe rood things from me. 0 
But Lord, though my ſoul faint for theſe 
thy mercies, yer will [ hope in thy word ; 
bowgh mine eyes fail with looking after thee, 
ſming, when wilt thou comfort me ? though 
Pts bevome like a bottle in the ſmoak (par- 
<>ed and dry, filthy and unfic for any:ſfer« 
*ein'thy Tabernacle) yer will 1 xor forget 
ty power nor thy mercy , Plalm. 119. V. 
82.-&c; Thon who zxvef theſe firſt;canſt, 
ind wilt reſtore them to me again ; if Tbe 
keyond oxre and catmot behealed (becauſe 
lam-dead; and my vitals of grace periſbed) 
yet I'may be revived: Enltuen and quicken 
(0 Lord Tbeſeech thee) feer thy loving 
tinaneſs, and fo ſhall Þ keep thy teſtimonies 
yn with mie , I pray Sir," in theſe "my. 
oeyers Ort am 5c 2 060% $2 2000 
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Sm 1 The. Anſwer. 


Graces may be in the ſonl, "and not perceiugd 


. by the ſoul ; ſome have ſpiritual joy, and 
+ feel it: mot, becarnſe they will: not ;:ovhey 
' Cannot: CD IEEDINS:: 
T Am heartily ſorry that your fears and 

jealoxſoes concerning the main of all, your 
regeneration and acceptation1ato-the favay 
of God,encreaſe rather then decreaſe in you 
Ecinnot anſwer poſitively.to. any of-thelp 


fears which ariſe inyou ; God -onely wha 


 knowes' your #-eart is able folly and 'nd- 
dowbtedty to certifie you, whether:youhe 
- one of his: ſervants and family or-no-; and 
whether your ſoul be. weunden onely, of 
quite; ftripp'dalle of his gracesa,.. -! «| 
© /Yerchis I can anſwer in general, Firk, 
that though Ge Pri ofmancar df it ie! 
diſcernits own. "pf ons and qualificati 
6xs what it bath,agd what it hath not, ye 
whether they be »22ural inclinations, 0 


+ SO + 
w + 
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Spiritaal:graces,ie cannot naturally diſc Wl 


the holy Spirit of God muſt. witne/5,. wi 
or [pirit, concerning the things which-an 
{ws 14 of God, 1 Cor, 2. 12. ſo thatt 
now the graces of God, which are in uy 
is from God... 


_ Secondly, from God,. 25a gift, not 3 
1 £706 
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1n# Devont Soul. 127 
Þ grace * and therefore 1 believe ſome ſer- 
uf rs of God have many graces in them; 
8 | when they have not this: gift of God to 
| k#ow they have chem: the Apoſtle indeed 
hyes, He who lacketh theſe graces us blind, 
2/Pet. x. 9.But he ſayes not,he who is blind; 
and cannot ſee' them, lacketh «hem-; our 
faith, and all our other graces, may lie bu- 
fed and overwhelmed with the giſtraff- 
ful [ng geſt ions of the fleſh, ſo that we (cans 
not ſee:them :..thefe- graces may have pri» 
vate operations 1 85, ſecret-to us, yet mwe- 
afeſto Gogzthe ſpirit within usmay groan, 
and God hear it, when we doe norte , © 
*#And thirdly, Thope itis rh: with you 
xtthis time, that your former graces and 
virtzes are in you, though: you:want this. 
Iift to diſcern them: Yo you not give way 
wo'much to theſe fears amll jealoxfies of 
your fle/>, ſo that God ſuffers your graces tD 


S $2» 1 © Bu X 5 A... - 


deoverwhelmed with them ? 
And now in particular, concerning your 
j9. and /ove of God ; 1 anſwer, that this 
Epbah of joy (as you tearm it) which is the 
axſtantfruir of love, though it beilire/e an 
telpet of the Omer, yet, in ſelf,” itis 
gear. and very conſiderable ; who-can 
gnedicate upon his own intereſt which hee 
#Ilath with God , that he is his God , and bis 
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Savienr,and not bave great; joy: in himſelf? 
though there be no /en/tb/e Conſolationsgi 
all to accompany this jax.yet there'are me 
ny dear ſervants of God, who live by it, and 
are all their lives tong ſapporred with 2h 
Joy alone, and-a very good evidence they ac- 
count'it; of their /oveof God, and ther 
Fathinhkim, - oP q 
+ - Andfomethereare, who have this jajin 
them, butfee/ it wer ; and thereupon they 
complain for want of its' evidence, tO their 
love and faith; and theſe are of two ſort 
fach as wittnotifeel it, and. ſuch as camin 
eel it, Some there are who are ſo carrie 
away with wrlancholy,” of with rempr ation 
from their ghoſt/y enemies ; that they male 
it amain part of their buſineſs to rail 
dowbns and fears inthemfelves ; ſpend ther 
time and witin framing objef1055, /andu 
Narting jea/6xfes againft rhemſclves, and 
thus help forward their own affliftion , St 
themean'time what ever argumets of 
Fort they hear, or read,or fee/in themſely, 
"phzſe owes let paſs wnregarded ; they _ Ve 
!Iry:quick at objeftions, yet very flow,and Wi 
*at he! Jidutions of rad ; et Hi a fare 
'Gegree-of reaſon; and wiſdome, would mn 
-ſwer all their o4je&50x2, and reſolve all the 


' donbrs, if they would bend their ſtudy, "ff 
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__  1u# 4. Devont Soul. 25 
their thoughts that way. Theſe I reckon 
among them, who have the joy of the-frrit 
& | inchew, bat feel it not, becauſe they will nor; 
a They look _ upon the dark fide of the 
c 


chad (which is for the Egyptians) where- 
|| 25 the /i2hr fide ir & , which isto be, a guide 
if tothe //rachites ; they are all for fears:aud 
donbrs,not at all for comforts to themſelves. 
And though I will not, yet Ipray ask your 
ſelf the queſtion, wlicther you be not of 
this form. ; V4; Go 
, "Tf not, yet others there are, who have 
this joy of the Spirir, and can feel itg iris 
in them, and ſoare orher graces too, though - 
they cane diſcern it nor them. They have 
this Ephah of heavenly Manna, yet becauſe 
they think of the Omer, which others hap- 
pily have, and they themſelves have for- 
mnerly had,” they wantir, white they have 
|; it is Their 6>2a# and rhe fff of itheir 
ſhivit#a/ life; yet becauſe it is more 4ry,and 
tifs ſavoury, then heretofore it was, they 
account they receive 20 » enriſhment from 
i*:;-2nd there are many of this. fourws 
Chriſts ſchool z and though ſears and divhts 
uy de high in you, yet T hope you are not'ex- 
44 cluded ;yolr graces areftill inyou, and-as 
= 700% as ever; no deſertionatalbof gnate 
TJ 'inyou. For it is ordinary, that the other 
Wl defſertion 
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726 Spiritual Comfort and Grief 
deſertion of comfort (when it is towards its } 
hight) raiſes upall theſe fears and dowbrrin | 
us; and our ghoſtly enemies take us at this 
diſadvantage, and labour, what they can; 
- 0 foment our fears in us. _ 
=" The School-men are wont to fay , that 
all the while our weſt blefſed Savior Chrif 
kwed uponearth, there was (as-it were) 
" traverſe drawn between the beatifical Vie 
ifios, and the /enſitive faculties of Chriftt 
humane ſoul : 3nd that when our Saviy 
was upon the Croſs, and cried out, My God, 
wy God, why haſt thou forſakew me ? then the. 
traverſe win drawn between the beatificall 
viſion, and the reaſonable faculties of his hi 
wane ſoul. | of 
This may: be applied to many-good Chri | *« 
ſtians,” and to you allo, ] hope. While you 
abounded with heavenly comforts, (as you 
firſtmentioned) you were (as it were)with 
Chriſt in heaven, ful every where, and ri 
_ plenifhed all over with joy and comfort, Af: 
terward in your firſt 4rineſs, the beginning || / 
of your firſt de/ertion, you were(as it were) 
with Chriſt on earth; all the time of that Y! 
-deſertion' ef ſenſible comfort there ſeemed 19 
bes rraverſe drawn between that ſupers- } // 
- bundantjoy; and the ſenſitive faculties of 
- your ſoul; and now in ths deſertion of [pi 
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you ſeem to be with Chrsf upon the Croſs; 
and the rraver/e drawn between thoſe joys 
ind the rational faculries of your ſoul : 
Heretofore in your 4e/ertion of ſenſible cons 
folation, the lower part of your ſoul (her 
ſenſitive faculties) cried out, My God, my 
God, why haſt thou forſaken'me ? but now e- 
yen the upper part of your ſoul, your rario- 
nel faculties allo want the ſight of thoſe joys, 
and they cry out, 15 God my God,why haſt 


thou forſaken us ? now your reaſonable ſoul, 


fears 1t is alſo forſaken,though(T verily hope 
it.is only a traverſe drawn between/your 
ſoul and thoſe joys; it began at firſt with 
a cloud darkning, now it is a groſs ſhadow 
eclipſing the comfortable light of the Sun of 
righteenſneſs, and of thoſe graces which 
were S_ ſhining in you: And'if 

ſo, as there was a rae hypoſtaticat' nnion 

detween Ged and 1a», in Chrsft, while he 
icdout /o, on the Croſs, though the mans . 
bood had no vifion of the Godhead; fo there 
is ſtill a myſtical nnion between God and 
your /ox/, though you have no »sfou nor 
appearance of it : /ubſtrattaeſt wifi, non 
ſaluta eſt unio ; Love ſtil nnites youto God, 
and there is joy, and other neceſſary gra- 
tes with it too, thongh you wanted the 
[cs I comfort 
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 ricnal comfort, inthis depth of barrenmſs, © 
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23 Spiritual Comfort and Grief be 
comfort of them 1n your ſenſitive facuttie 


for « long time ,, and now alſo, in your reg- 


"+ ſonable. 


.  Butan Argument you have againſt all 


my hopes , and that is, that none of theſe 
graces doe encreaſe and grow in you, and 
therefore they muſt wither and decay. 

- Conſider 1 pray, there are other grace: 
to grow in you, beſide peace and joy.; and 
though the /:ght of Gods conntenance, thoſe 

ſunſhine dayes might ripen them moſl, yet 
this preſent cloudy weather may advantage 
your growth in hnmility and monrning, and 
| Felf-denial ; and if there be a growth down- 
ward in theſe, though you perceive 
growth upward in the other , yet you are 
Sncreaſing in holineſs. 
And I muſtnot conceal it from you (in 
Chis caſe you are now) that from hence are 
my hopes, concerning you, much cheriſhed; 
I perceive you fee/ your want of grace, and 
you complain and moxrn for it (which the 
dead cannot doe) and you confeſs your fins 
with great hawility , loathing your ſelf for 
them, and you rr«/# in God firmly, that he 
canand will reſtore you- (and theſe pro- 
_ceed not, but from'/ife, and vigor roo) to 
your wonted comforts and graces, and up- 
on theſe grounds 1 will ſti|l hope well of 
you. Neither 
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in a Devont Soul, & -, 
Neither can I peremptorily aſſert that God 
* with-holas this joy and comfort from you, as E 
a Judge puniſhing you hereby for fome * 
fin or negle&; for ſomerimes he is plea- : 
ſed to with-held them as a Lord of "the 
Family ; hee uſually orders. it thus for 
our benefit, for our trial, for the exerciſe of 
owr patience, and waiting upon him, or for 
the growth of our hamility, or for ſome 0- 
ther ſpiritual adyantage to- us ; and orher- 
while alſo God orders it ſo; for his own wils 
ſake, becauſe he is Lord, and we his People; 
-not j«dicially, nor economically, but arbis 
trarily ; not for puniſhment, nor benefit di= 
reftly to us, but for ſome. defigue he hath: 
upon #s, for his ome wils ſake; as he dealt + 
with the 5/:nd may in the Goſpel! , who was 
born blind, not for the puniſhment of any 
ſin, nor for the exerciſe of any vertue pri- 
marily, but for the glory of Ged. WO 
"Now Sir, my prayer foryou is, that as _ -: 
the 4poftes , fo you alſo, with your fear 
may have great joy, S. Matt. 28.8. and 
then as the Macedonians, that in the abun- 
dance-of affiitFions you may have abundance 
of joy, 2 Cor, 8. 8, Sir, I am 


Your ſervant in Chriſt, 
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-. - Fhe ninth Letter. 


The ſoul now is perplexed with the affright- 


- ments of Conſcience, and with the terroys 
. of Gods moſt beavy aiſpleaſnre. 
Sir, 


AA Y diſeaſe encreaſeth yet more and. 
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LY Lmore, and how ere-Ieſcaped hither: - b 


to; yet now it threatneth «rcer r«iy. I have 


long wanted the /ight of Gods conntenance, ' 
dutinowJ1 eſpy him frowning againſt me; 
__ the frowns of a Father. {nch a Father, (who 

” hath been ſo mercifull unto me, and fo ten. 


- der of me formerly ) who can bear ? That 


. froma friend he ſhould become a ſtravger; | 


and pa/s me by in ſtead of viſirivg me! this 


"Was prom unto me; but-now that he 
ſhould come againſt me,asan enemy!fob 19, 
x8. thathe who ſpake peaceformerly unto | 


my ſoul, ſhould for a while be ſ/ent ! was 


b#rthenſome to me; but now that he ſhould. 
ſpeak bitter things againſt-me!this 16a lamen- 
tation, and Rue ever be for a lamentation.Þ:. 
\ The ſame hand which was wont to /ead. 
mein the regions of /ight, and diſtribute. 
tome abundance of the comforts and joys 
of heaven , doth now thruſt me down in» 
to the pit of darkneſs and hadow of death, | 
where I ſee the rerrors of deſtruttion, and : 


where I feel the gnawings of hel. 
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© Bly Lord, "who came firſt as an Almoner 


- unto me, ſupplying my' neceſſities with-Por- 


tents of thoſe Comforts and Graces , he | 
| comes now as an. Avenger. and a Juage, to: 


tions of Comfort and Grace ; and ſoonat- 
tec, asa Treaſurer, enriching me with Ta- 


receive the forfeiture of his laſt: bleſhngs; 


- 


and toinflic the ſentence of condemnation. | 


' upon me. 


" met together again, and ſet in order before _ 


My f-ns, which were removed from me as 
far as the Eaſt is from the weſt, are now 


me ; and they which were as white as [now 


or wool, are now crimſon and /[carlet again. | 


Yea, my Saviowr and Redeemer, who was 


my ſurety, and cancelled the bond of hans- 


_ ſelf in things promiſed, but now things paſt, 


-writing which was againſt me, is now be= +2 

F. come an 3ncenſed Criditor againſt me. Lord,. © 
\& if1could beleive in him, he would quit me;-. (2 
and ſet mefree again ; Oh help thow min. © 
. wnbeleif ! and though I am weak: in faith; *.:* 


OY 


make me faithful irr weakneſs. 


#. - And yet my bope periſheth alſo; Lam. 318. | 
Twas wont, when TI could not rejoyce>in 


things enjoyed, yet ſomewhat to comfort my 


and preſent, and'ro come, are all againſt me, 


,-and fear is on every fide : Lord bethou ſti# 
wy hope and my fortreſs ! — ME 29 4- 
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- -» _ Sir, I delight. notto expatiate in decla- 
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2- Spiritual Comfort and Grief 
ring this my moſt fad condition ; I beſeech 
you to pray for me, for I am a moſt di- 
ſtreſſed ſervant of Chrift, and | 


A —— 


| | The Anſwer. - 

Comforteth the ſoul in her moſt ſad condition, 
and then it ts alleged that all theſe troubles 
may be from the Devill. 

"Six... 
FT His (if I be not deceived ) is the Pa- 
4 r0x7/mand violent height of your for- 
mer Glaſs > and by your relation it ap- 
pears that Job and David, and the Church 
of God in the Lamentations ( whoſe words 
you uſe) were in your very condition, and 


- T need not tell you how acar they were ut 


to God. 
 Andif jt be Gd that is againft you, 1 
ſtill hope that it is for the 275a/of you,, or 
for the exerciſe of you, or for ſome of 
thoſe other ends I have. named before; 
and aſſure your ſelf, if it be his haxd that is 
thus heavy upon you, it may br#:/e, butit 
cannot break you. .. | 
And yet, I rather think, that the Lord 


1nflicts not, only ſuffers this againſt you ; | 
that it is the Devi/l, who thus buffers you; | 


and 


Tonrs in him, 
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F - -" *m.a Devont Soul, © og © 
and. that theſe are his fterce aſſaults and © | 
vehement temptations, And if ſ0, 2s before 
- | you were comformable to our bleſſed Savi- 
1 or inde/ertion of comfort, ſo now you fill up 
\ | that conformity to him, by enduring alſo- 
this #»flitt:on Of temptations: was not bee 
tempted, to beleeve himſelf not the Son of God 
' | by generation; as you are, . to beleive your 
ſelf, not his ſon, bY adoption ? and were nor! 
terrors round about him,vehen he was in that 
agony, and when he cryed out, If it be poſ- 
ible, let this cup paſſe from me ; as terrors* 
now compaſſe you about ? | a 
. And if our head, and owr fellow members 
have /affered theſe very affiittions ,; 1 prays 
think it not ſtrange concerning this: fiery e115 
_ al: eſpecially conſidering that rhi confpr- 
mity to Chriſt ſufferings, will work, out fov - 
you, 4 conformity to him, in glory.” ©. 3-3) 
- This in generalt : in particular:coneet- 
ning the horrid repreſentation of your fins 
before you, as-unpardoned : provide (I pre+ 
ſume) you doe, that your repentance 15fiu+ 
cere and u»yfeigned, and therefore the par+ 
doz of your ſins is irreverſible. The ſprink+ 
ling of the blood of Chriſt, hath fully diſ< 
charged every penitent ſoul from the g#1/c 
of fn; and this gift of the pardon of our 
 fns 18a gift of Ged without repentance.  - 
6:1 7 an But 
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134 Spiritual Comfort and Grief | 
But this ful diſcharge is not fully appre- || 
hended by _ Dag thines Kamats 4 tot | 

fetly apprehend the pardon of our fnnes, as 

Chriſt does perform it ; as the other fucsl- 
#5es of onr ſouls, ſo our Conſciences are [ans 
Hified in part onty, not wholly ; and there- 
fore it.is, that whea Gods ſpirit ceaſeth to 
witneſs ' with our conſciences ( as in this 
RE of-ſpiritaal deſertion it doth) then 
we fall preſently into fears and dexbers, and | 
ſelf-condemnings : you want therefore on- 
ly the «rteftation of the Spirit of God, with 


. your conſcience to embolden and encourage 


you, firmly to beleive the forgiveneſs of 


-- your fins : andif thar once come, your de- 


fertion 1s gone, and your diſeaſe cured, 


. -« NowgSir, if your fs through Chrift, be 


fully pardoned , though this pardon be not 


; _ epprehended by you, (which our im- | 


& mortal ftate will ſcarce admit) nay, 
ugh itbe not at all apprehended by you, 
(which is the ordinary condition of the ſer- 
vants of God, when they are in De/ertion) 
though'you walk in this darknes, have no 


fight, yet put your truſt in the Name of the 
Lord, and ftay xpon your God, Iſa. 50.10. 
But ever: in this, your Faith (you ſay) 
fails you ; now therefore ca// to remem- 
brance the days of 614; thoſe many mercies, 
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in a Devont 


| and'favers, which God bath beffowed upon | 


708; and by therexperiences of his fore-paſt? 
goodneſs towards you, ſtrengthen your faith,. © ©; 
in his preſent, & future mercies towards you;, 
Gods mercies paſt, are warrants for future _ > 
mercies,& where they have been great here=- _ 
tofore , they are obligations , whereby.God* 
kinds himſelf to us, to beftow greater here- 


_ after. You therefore, who havereceived- 


much heretofore,to you much more ſhallbe* . -4 
given hereafter: Habtti dabitur,Oh Tet this. *: 
ſtrengthen your faith,and your hope too!Bur: 
that hope is alſo out of your light, and ſeems: 
to be periſhed too and yet our Apoſtle faith: 
expreſly, Hope that # ſeen,us not hope, R824, 
And therefore though terrors be round 
about you, Truſt ( 1 pray) in Him, 'who 
knows ( by lis own experience) whatitis' } 
to be deſerted of all comfert, and tobe:  : 
tempted, and moſt violently aſſax/ted by - 
the Devil; rruft in Him, who knows where- 
of you are made; and when you areable to» 


bear no more, ruſt in Him, who (if not: 


before) yetthen, will certainly he/p you,,, 
and delfver you: And in the midft' of: 
your fears and rorrors /ook; wp unto Him, 

who hath promiſed to /ook down wpn-yov,, 


* who are poor , and of a contrite ſpirit, . and 


who rremble-at bus pword, Iſa. £6, 2: Bide | 
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your ſelf under 'hix own:wings, for a Bttle 
moment ,and the Indignation will be overpaſt: 
in the mean while I fhall pray with that 
Devout Father, Oh modicum longum , pie 
Domine, longum eſt , & multum valde ni- 
mis Thou haſt promiſed , Lord, to affii# 
but for a moment ;, Alas holy Lord, it hath 
beena long,very long moment and too too long: 
It is enough, Lord, it « enough, let this Cup 
"paſs ; This is the earneſt Prayer of Him, 
who is Yoar ſervant in Chriſt, 
I / Thetenth Letter. _. R 
The Soul refreſh d again with the Return of 
her former Conſolations. 
_: x 
[| Return you many thanks, for your Let 
.ters of ghoſtly Dire4ioz and- Comfort; 
and for your Prayers for me ; and the 
more heartily , becauſe they prove ſo be- 
hoovefull and advantageous to me; The 
foods of afflictions, and the waves of ter- 
rors, beat vehemently upon my ſoul, butthe 
Lord, who fitteth above the water-floods,hath 
ſupported me - and I have now ſeert the 
wonders of God in the Deep ; The wonder of 
bi wiſdeme, inthe variety of his diſpenfati- 
ons, of Cemfort and iy ; and then of Grief 
and terror, to /everall men ſeverally.: And 
the great wonder of his Power aud Goodneſs, 
| 1d 
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in upholding we Soul againſt the i ; 


violence of all theſe affiitions ;, and now 


alſo in freeing and delivering me from them 


alle _ 7 
T tarried the Lords leaſure , and he hath 
now again gives me my hearts deſire ; He 


hath brought my feet out of that horrible pit,” 


ont of the mire and clay,er fet me upon an Hill 
and 4 rock, and there doth he order my goings. 


I have found Him whom I ſought, the love 


of my Soul, and the joy of mine Heart, my: 
| Ged, and my Lord, | | 


; NowT enjoy his Preſence, T feel his influ- 
ence; and the /:pht of his Conntenance alſo» . * 


frines apon me;O Lord I wil praiſe thee, for 
tough thou waſt angry with me, thine anger 


75 ſoon turned away, and thou now comforteſF 


me. Surely, Sir, my ſufferings compared 


with the Age of my finfulneſs, but eſpecial 
ly with the ererniry of comforts, which E 
fhall enjoy, were but for a moment , 4 very 
ſhort, ſhort moment, butthe twinkling of an 
Eye : and now my joyes return : now be- 
hold the face of God, and feel his comforts in 
the /ervice aud worſhip of him ;. and there- 
fore every hoxre leemes-five , till the hoxre 
of Prayer comes; till by contemplations and 
meditations I bring my Godto my ſoul: The 
days for the ſolemn worſhip and ſervice of 
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| 238 "Spiritwal Comfort and Grief 
F God, Feouldwiſh every one of them fe | 
 Þ- ſon's day;the longeſt is too ſhort for me; | - 
.and my wonted hoxrs of Devotion and Me- | | 

| 


+- 
- 


_ ditation are too narrow a confinement for 
.them ; And when lam filled with the covr-. 
forts of God, my heart dilates it ſelf fur- | + 
— ther, by looking upon. the joys of heaves ; _ | - | 
for if there be ſuch joy,during the ſeed-rime | + 
how infinite is the-joy of harveſt ? | 
, Praiſed be the Lord who hath heard my 
complaint , and auſwered my. prayers , and 
that with advantage : I asked my former 
comforts,and he fils me with them, far more 
then before ; he hath bin more bountifull 
rome, then I dared preſume to.ask. Now 
Iperceive it was ſo far from being prejudici- 
_«lito.me, that it:was moſt expedient for me, 
that Chrift ſhoutd gee away from me ,. with 
theſe his Conſolations ;. for. now He hath 
ſent the Hi\'y Ghoſt the Comforter down in- | 
tomy ſoul , with far greaterde/ights, and 
with more Heavenly joy, then ever hereto- 
fore And if barrenneſs be ſo.fruitfull, and 
eilds ſuch a plentifull þarve/#, oh my ſoul 
£ thou never hereafter: ( though thy bar- 
renne/s ſhould return again) dejeRed , or 
troubled at it : Reſolve thou rather with 
Habakknk ; caj 3.17. Though there be na 
Qyle of joy ,, nor wire of comfort, no. or 
| DNS. bleſſome 


pearance, or hopes 'of any Oile, or wine, 


4 
: 
b] 


for refreſhment) yet will I love the Lord,': - Þ 


and rejoxce in my God ; And then preſs for- 


ward (O my ſont) towards that of fob, 


cap. 13. 15. Etiamſi, occideres, though 1 


- be parched and withered with droxghr, and . - 


conſumed with barrenneſs, though«thou 
killeſt me ( O-Lord) with: it, yet will.I ove 

thee, and rraſt in thee. _ | 

.  O, Sr, rejoyce with me, and bleſs God 

for me, the God of. my joy and my I 
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for ever ; Tohimbe all gay, and honanr, 


and thanks, for this lis 1 
me. | 

I pray Sir, let not this my health, and 
tranquillity -of mind, deprive-me of your 
letters ; Iam now at good leaſure to re- 
ceive what further dives you ſhall 
think fit for me, and thereby you ſhall ſtil 
Engage : F 


—— 4 


Tour ſervant in Chriſt. 


ite mercy.to 


_— 


bloſſome on the Olive tree, or V ine, (no ap- 
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| i240 Fpiritual Comfort andGrief 
EOS 50 The Anſwer: - tt 
Senſible Conſolations , which proceed ſome 
fime from the holy Spirit, may proceetal- 
fo from our own temper , or from: the evill 
ſpirit : and thevefore here a limitation: 
_ annexed to the former Direftions. 
Sir, © | LET | 
} Doe truly ſympathize with you, and re 
 Rjoyce for the rerarn, and exerea/ſe of 
your joyzs ; Now you ſee , how good and 
_—_— the Zord 1s, to all that cal upon 
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im, and wait upon. him patiently, accor- 
ding to his promi/e by the Propher, Iſa. 54-7. 
with great mercies will 1 viſit thee again, 
though for a {mal moment , I have forſaken 
F., Thee, Es PO at KIM = n 
J Your afflitions were like Fob*s, in body, 
tn eſtate, in-your friends,and in the barren- 
eſs of your /pirir,and inthe terror; of your 
ſoul*; and your deliverance is like his alfo, 
(in theſe ſpirituall things :. ) as- he did, fo 
. you have already received. dozble for all 
your /oſſes; for a cxp of affliftion, veſſels of 
' 707 ; for diſcon/olate dayes, moneths of great: 
delight and comfort. | 
Continue I pray, your inaifferency, to- 
abundance Or want ; Let not the height of 
- your jozes puff you up, nor the depth of 
deſertion calt you down ; or any cnndition . 
diſhearten' 
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: _ 8 4 Devont Soul: + 14r 
diſhearten you in the ſervice of God; 
Learm'to be -as-well content, to be.with 
Chriſt, on Mount Calvary; ſorely ſuffer- 
40S, as 0n Mownt T abor, fal of joy and eam- 
fort ; And as heretofore Chriſt was your 
onely hope in your barrenneſs and /orrow,ſo- 
Het him beyour Rock, and your Caſtle ſtill, 
and rejoyce not ſo much, in your Conſo/ati- 
095, as in him, who is the only true joy, and 
comfort for ever. | | 
And now $7, ſeeing you invite the trou- 
ble of my Letters ſtill ro you, 1 cannot 
more fitly begin, then with a /;mtation, to- 
my former dzrefZions. | 
T hey were preſcribed to you, preſuming- 
(not without good grounds) that you are 


ÞF in the ſtate of Regeneration, and fitted they 


were, onely for you, and for ſuch as you 

are, the trae ſervants of God ; and there- 

fore no way ſerviceable to any others: And 
that this my /imijration of them , may ap- 

pear to be zeceſſary, I ſhall inform you, 

that theſe con/o/ations ( whereof I have 

hitherto writtten) are ſometimes a ſpeciall 

gift of God, which he beſtowes upon ſome 
men t0-7nvite them,and a/are them by the 

ſweetneſs of them to hi ſervice, and one, 
whoſe hears is ſtill foney, may have them 

and. recerve the ward with joy, Saint 
AMat. 
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N42 Spiritual Comfort 'and Grief 
b "Mat. 13.20. And at other times, God be. 


ſtowes theſe conſolations after regenerati. 
on to ſtrengthen the regenerate and encou- 


rage them in his /ervice ; and becauſe they 
want it off in their weak: beginnings, he 
then therefore more ordinarily, and more 
plemifully beſtowes them. | 
© Secondly, theſe coyſolations ſometime pro. 
ceed from our own temper, and from our 
natural conſtitution : ſome men, and many 
women, have-ſuch /oft conſtitutions and ten+ 
der tempers, that the affections of joy and 
'orief are very ſoon raiſed in them, they may 
ſoon be diſſolved (as it were)into ſighs and 
pears; & they are ſoon dilated and enlargy 
with the chearful expreſſions of love and joy: 


whereas men of orher rtempers cannot f0- 


readily expreſs their grief or joy: | 

And although (as of alt other rempery, 
fo) of this ſofter conſtirartion , ſome have 
theſe con/olations given them from God, 
(as above expreſſed;) yet it* is moſt evi- 
dent that thouſands of men and'women 
abound in outward and ſenſible conſolations, 
not as aſpeciall gifz of God, but asnatural- 
ly proceeding from their own conſtitution. 
. - And as the natural man may have them, 
fo may the carnal man alſo; for thirdly, 
theſe conſelations are ſometime raifed by che 


Dewil;, 
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; in a Devont Soul. T4; 
Devill ; and although the Devill may raiſe 
theſe con/olations ſometimes in the true ſer- 
| vants of God; yet it is moſt /ikely andor- 
y | 4inary, that he ſhould raiſe them in the 
« | wicked and profane, (over whom the Prince 
» | of darkneſs hath moſt power,) = 
And theſe conſolations, though they 
ſpring from ſeveral fountains, from heaven” 
- | (the holy ſpirit) from earth, (our own tem-' 
 |-per ) from Hell, (the evil! fpirir) yetare 
they all full of the ſame comforts and de- 
| | /:ghts to the ourward ſenſitive faculties of 
| the ſoul];but theres this difference in them, 
| 


# 


%. 


_ the fir ft, are holy, and good : the ſecond, nei- 
ther good, nor bad, in themſelves, (though 
eaſily jmprovable to good) but indifferent ; 
and the third, (as their Author is) evill and 

dangerons, > RL 
# And hence it 'follows that theſe con/ſola- 
tions are common to forr ſorts of men; thoſe 
| from heaven,to /eome,who are called, 8& cho- 
ſen ; and to others alſo, who are only called, 
not choſen : thoſe from out natural conſtitu- 
tioz, to-meer natural ment : and rhoſe from 
Hel,to carnal and:ſenſual men; and that one 
fort only of theſe foxr, are the trxe ſervants 
of God, And therefore, as there may be 
true repentance and love of God, and joy in 
that true ſervant of God, — * 
| | 25. - 
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_.- (as Ifaidbefore ).ſo now Ifay, theſe cou/o-. 
lations may be, and areiin three ſorts of 
men, without true repentance , and with- 
out true /ove and joy. 

And now, having /imired my former 

* connſell and direfions to the beſt ſort onely 
of men, Iſhall take my leave; and praying 
conſtantly foryou, (as you doel hope for 
me) comment you to the eſtab/iſhing and. 
perfetting graceof God, and reſt | 
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Your ſervant in our 


Lord and Maſter Chriſt: 


[— — ——_—. 


_ The eleventh Letter. 
T he ſoul aboundeth more and more with Con- 


ſolations ; and is now at leiſure to enquirt 
farther into the cauſes of ſenſible Conſala- 
| F1095.,, 
. Sir, bs 

Still abound with theſe co/o/ations, and 

I cannot miſtruſt thews to come from any 

Other fountain, then from heaven; my ſenſi- 

tive faculties have fome ſharein ontward 

conſolations , but my rational faculties 0- 
verflow with them : and therefore I bleſs 

God, the Authoy of theſe ,- and of all true 

comforts : and theſe ſtill excreaſe in my 
"ojle 
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' in 4 Devout Souls - 145 
-. | o/c of my former joy , was as that, inthe } 
f | widows little cruiſe; but now I bave ſuch 

- | ore, that (with the other 54ow ) I want 
veſſels to hold it, | 

Oft-times 1cry out ( with the holp»man + 
I read of ) ſufficit Domine, [ufficit ; ut is e- 

. nonugh Lord , it « enough, I am full of joy, 
brim-full, and can hold -no more, And 
ſometime 1 ſay with that holy Ephraim 
(whom I read of ) Recede pauliſper Domi- - . 
ne, .quoniam vas hoc fragile eſt : Come not-ſo 
near, O Lord, with theſe heavenly raviſh- 
ments, becauſe I want a veſſell fit for them; 

' thu of my fleſh 1s [mal and weak, andif thin 
Reppef not back awhile,it wileven now break, © 
aſnnaer : 1 could not conceal this lowing 

kindneſs of the Lord ; Becauſe I muſt dehire 
your prayers, that according to that of 

' thePſalmiſt, P/al. 51. 15. God would ſtill. - 
 eftabliſh mewith this his free, munificent Spi» 

rit ; but your laſt letter is it T muſt fpeak 
unto : and I hope it willnot-be accounted 
enrioſfity, if I defire to be inſtruQed Farther, 
concerning thoſe /e»fble Conſolations. - 
 Iknow by late experience, that a trxe 
ſervant of God may be without theſe conſe» 
tations, but that any ſhould have them 
whois not the ſervant of God, ſeems ſtrange 
unto me ; that the ratiaval facalties _ | 
| ave 
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. alate-example of ; they have been in the 
inward, and not in the outward man; but 


that the ovtward man ſhould have them, 


and not the inward; the fleſh, (whi.h « 
more backward of the two, to any thing that 
good & )- and not the ſoul and hearr (asit 


muſt be, if carnal] men have them) this is, 


not clear to me: 


And agasy, that men of /oft natural tem- | 


pers ſhould have thele ſenſible Conſolations 
oftner, and in greater meaſure, then men of 


= contrary rempers , this ſeems evident e- 
nough ; (as ſoft wax receives a deeper im- 


prefiien then hard, becauſe it is more fitly 
difpoſed for it) but, that theſe Conſolati- 
_ which are concerning Goa, and'in ttie 
| per ormance of holy duties) ſhould proceed 

from the naturall temper of any man, that 
. ts not ſo evident, 


And thirdly, thatthe Devill, who ha- 


bours all he can to quaſh theſe co/o/ations; 
and deprive us of them, that he ſhould be- 
ftow them upon any man, but eſpecially 


that he ſhould at any time- befriend the 
ſervants of God with them , this ſeems very + 


ſtrange to me-I preſume ( you ſee ) upon 


your wonted favour, and if your accafions © 
permit. ' 
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havetrue joy in them, when there is none | 


5 IT 
"In-the ſenſitsve facnlties , this I have been || ti 
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F. We Devont Soul, tap 
| permit you, to write-concerning theſe par- 
| Þ ticulars,it will be a further obligation upon. 
| me, whoam Nt 


Tour friend and ſervant 
in Chriſt our Lord. 


Ot ——— ———_— 


The Anſwer. OBE: 


7 at ſenſible conſolations are one of the Des | 
« vils ſpiritual temptations, whereby he de- 
veiveth many Papiſts and Proteſtants. 


vir, £ __ —_ 


- 


, | y Ammoſt ready to fatisfie you; in-your 
i bree particulars : it is moſt true that 
, | Corps aggravat animam ( as the wiſe man 
\ Þ ſpeaks) the fleſb pals the ſoul back from any: 
| bing that is good ; and though botho 
\ | them: (in our corrupt Nate ) are backward 
to every good thing, ( as to grieve” for fin, 
and to rejoyce in holy duties to God ) yet. 
the fle/þ and the boay is-the more backward 
of the zo ; and how that ſhould par- 
- Fake of theſe Conſolations, and the Sou! : 
\ be without them ; that the /exſrive facul= -— : 
 -B ties ſhould -at any time have them, and not | 
BB the reaſonable 


ky 


> in this you defire further 


That 
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this very particular ; The ſpirit 35 edified, 


guſtine ſeemes to take it here) may be edif> 
ed, though the underſtanding, the rational 
faculty benot. For the tone, or theelo- 
cution, or the action and geſture of him 


may work.upon chem, not upon ths ; upon 
the ſenſitive parts, when it cannot work 
upon the underſtanding. 
And you may —_—_— fatther, that or- 
" cn God works upon the /o»/ by the 
' * help of the boay ; by the eye, or the ear,and 
fo upon the :maginatior, and by that, upon 
the rational facnlties ; and thus the ſox! is 
ſtirred upto apprehend this, or that, and 
to hate, or /ove this, or that, and then to 
grief, Or oy forthis, or that ; and therefore 


dove, and to joy, and grief, and ſome' begin- 
 nings Of them alſo, inthe outward parts and 
facxlties, which aſcend not ſo: high as the 
rational faculties ; or aſcend not with that 
power, as to make an impreſſion in che wit 
and underſtanding : and fo the body (which 
1s the more backward of the two in affeRi- 
| ont 


_ -- That of the Apoſtle may be applied to 


and the underſtanding remains unfruitful 
, x Cor. 14, the ſpirit , that is, the /enptive - 
faculties of the ſpiritual ſoul, (as Saint Au- 


who ſpeaketh, —_ in an unknown tongue, | 


there may be ſome motions to hatred, and . 
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"- in 4 Devortt Soul, 149 
#n to good) is before the /oul in order of 
time, God working by the body. upon the 
fonl. po 5s 
f And that this remote motion ( which 
{| begins inthe outward ſenſitive faculties) to . 

ſorrow for ſin, and to joy in Gods ſervice, is 
| | from; and by the grace of God, ftirring men 
and women of tender -conſtitutions up 
_ | thereunto, may be an anſwer to. your ſecond 
i parcicalar, Every motion which tends 
FE eicherat a diſtance, remzore; or neerhand, 
- Þ proxime, to any thing that good is, is from 
God : hedoth not onely give what goods, 
. | but d;/poſe us to it : of our ſelves, the beſt 
|| Tempers are unable, yea indiſpoſed, to doe 
| [| Good. | 705 Fe OY 
| | That our conſtitutions are tenderand off, 
; {| ard that we are by them eaſie to be wrought 
| {| upon, for the expreſſions of joy and gifs 
> this is a gift of God not common to all : 
e | but that fuch a melting temper is — | 
| ce 
d 
e 


K moved and wroxght upon, to vent tho 
expreſſions of greef for (in, and thoſe of joy, 
tm the /ervice of Goa, and not on the contra» 
17 ( as natarally xl tempers doe ) this is the 

t ſpecial grace of God ; this is a m0rion of the 

4 Bleſſed Spirit ſtirting up the ſenſitive facul- 

h Bfes, to invite the rational faculties, tO 

j- $ *0xr2 for in, and to the /ove of verene. 
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150 Spiritual Comfort and Grief 
- And now it will not ſeem ſtrange-to. | 
you, ( ſeeing outward things do moſt com-- 
monly ſtir up theſe ſexible Conſolation)” 
thatthe body ſhould be ſometime affeRed 
with them, and not the Sox/; the /erſrtive, 
and not the rational faculties : For, firſt 
theſe outward things are nearer to.the [enſfi- 
tive faculties, then-to the rational: and 
ſecondly , they have a greater aſ/imlation 
or /iheneſſe to the ſexſirrve, then to the r4- 
tional faculties; and it is no marvell, that 
things which are like oneto the other, and 
at a /ittle diſtance one from the other, 
ſhould have an influence one upon ano- 
ther, when they have no influence at all 
upon things' #»/ike them, at a greater di- 
- fhance from them ; that, when outward and 
ſenſitive things work not upon the ſpirica- 
#l and rational faculties, (which are far of 
them) they may, notwithſtanding , work 
upon-the /enfrrive faculties (which are next 
edjoyning to them.) be 
And now for your chird, that theſe /ex- 
 _ fible conſolations., are ſometime raiſed by 
the Devi/ : that this evill ſpirit can work 
upon the outward ſenſes,and upon the ime* 
gination, in that manner, ,as to move rears, i 
or joy in the extward may, will not be dens © 
ed ; and therefore that he wi/ move =s.1h thi 
N that Þ* 
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be /enſrrive faculties. 
b f 


Al manner, ifliarenowef cbale ranſol, 


[* #1. bis advantage, thiswilt be granted "H 
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It Altchat Ci queſtioned then,/6/whether : 

, the' Devill an gainiiny Atlvanragecs bim- 
Felfiby our ſenſible Conſolations, © 111 1151s /- 
Indeed his common projetis Galeyrive 
ws oF +hems, that he mayte aghangs forithe. 
ett'tne; 


ant of ghe/e comforts, to'd ervice 
of God as a-ſowr grape, and as nnſavoury 


waters; and at other rimes, for his own 


ends. _he-is as ready to give them to-us; 


When the Devill cannot me evail againſt us, 


by worldly temptations, then he.cafts 


tuabtemprations in our way; and for'one of 


thoſe, he uſeth theſe ſenfibl conſelations. 
* And this is moſt notorious m- the Popifh 


Churches abroad : The Popiſh Prieſts make 
ka chief part;;of their buſine, both at 


their proyers and; Sermons to- raiſe ap-in 


their people y__ ontwartl confolations; 


which is is not that, Iblame in them; but the 
many mimicall, and hiſtrionicall geſtures, 
and poſt ures ; which they uſe for this pur- 


os X which are ſo ab/urd,and chila;ſp,chat. 


areas likely ro move /cory, in the.ars- 


ha faculties, (when they are examined by 
aſon-and Scripture ) as conſelations,, in 


And 


pl OASIS 
4 22 


ſenſible conſolation; moſt plentifully in mg- 
ny of the ;peaple; the Devi (1 perlwade 
myſelf) tis, who:fucthers theſe Papifts | 

* with fuch ſenſib/e conſolations, ina molt 
| plentifullmanner, that by the oueward raft, | 
- _ and ſweeereſs of them , he may. Mill: hold || 
| thenvinlove with their Error5 and Supert 


# 


WhenIfee many of zbew, more affefed, }. 
and delighted, at their -devotions before a || : 

|  -* Crucifix, or an Image of ſome Saint, or An- | 
=; gelithea before the moſt dreadful and-merci- 
L ful. Lord of all, without theſe Images ; when 
I obſerve, that they have greater plenty 

of- theſe -ſenfible con/olations at an Ave 
Aaria,then at a Pater noſter, and more, at 
a:Pater nofter. ( which language many. of 

-. Chem underſtand not) then at: Orr Fa 
ther, 5. intheir mother tongue ;; that 
tliey more. abound 'with them: at | their 
prayers to Saints and Angels, then at their 
Prayers to G od himelf : when I hear ſome 
of them ſay.,while we were with you inthe 
Proteſtant Ehurch, though we employed 
our (elves in holy and religious. duties, with 
diligence and ad. 97h, , yet we wanted 
thoſe comforts and delights in them which 
Ne | | we 
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þ [ ive now nd: -there are no jeje like thoſe 
'# joyes we now. taſte, ſince we were reconciled . 


| our ſelves, to obſerve the-ricesand cereme- 
mes, and orders of that Church; ;:when T 
| fee and heartheſe things, mayT-then nor - 
Þ fully conclude, that theſe Conſo/4tions ate 
| [not from above, but from beneath;znot from 
#0 -6:4, but- from the evil Ypive the deceive 
| of theſe Papiſts?. .. - {/ 

And 1 wiſh heartily there were 10 \foch 
YE : delufions in our Proteſtant Churches ;' and 
- | that theſe deluſions of the Papiſts, had-not 
- | any influence-upon any of ««, oh the. ind 
N "Parton. | 

/ | Theſe con/elations, which many Papifts 
e -find in their devorions, are the motives 
t | which prevaile with ſome of- them (I 
f F doubc) robe ſo frequent attheir prayers; 
- | ſever times a day , ordinary with by 
t F them, (ſo that we cannot deny x (<00ugh 

i« © we bluſh co fay it) that many of the Pops 
ir per/aſion, are more frequent at their de- 
"votzons, then we of our perſwaſion ordina- 
Tily are ) whereas were their devarions Jeſſe 
\effetuous, and not ſo fraught with this onr- 
Ward and ſenſible ſweetneſs , it may be feare 
«, that they would ſtay at a lower num- 
[ er; And yet this frequency at their devo- 
Ka tions, 


3 » = 


2 to the Church of Rome and {ance we gaveup phl | | 


ol 


\. . argumentswhich have prevailed with ſome 
_wweak'( though well affected-people)) to 
- . -Forſake w,and to become. their Proſelyres, 
And therefore if theſe conſolations plenti- 
Fully -ſcattered have been, and are ſtill, 
the occafion+( atleaſt) of confirming 74- 
piſ#4 in their errors, and of ſeducing Pro- . 
aeſtanys from the truth, wifo willnor grant; . 
that the Devi/is the Grand Agent inthem? 
*.And'now for our Proteſtant Churches, 
J-have known divers mer , but eſpecially 
-women;: very-much afected at- Sermons and 
' Prayers, and ſo much the more, if the Ca- 
rate disfipure himſelf thereat, by #ncomely 
Joiks, er uſeth mimical geſtures , if he draw ' 
out his Prayers, with a whining tone, and 
this Sermots ,"'with a thandering voice : 
whereas a grave Divine, with a ſober car- 
T4450; and:meer elocution, *moves them-n0s 
SOM 2, 10559 0 vr I805- 024. 11525 
- When TIperceive one while more weep- 
5np eyes, and-another while, more chearfull 
conuntenances,at the ſinging ofthe P/almes, 
tranſlated into-meeter , then' at: the ſame 
Pſalmes,(:ſang too) in otheritranflations, 
i» Proſe ;\ And when I hear ſome ſay, that 
_ they aremore edijfied (thatis, affetFed with | 
fenſthle conſolations) at extemporary 5 


% 
A 


"flints;though in ſome of theſe-I thinkthoſe: . 
Þ conſolations may proceed from theiv own: 
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| Felpecially when they are zoned our) : Sue 
at compoſed Prayers, and ſer-formr, o__— E 
*rently\ pronounced; 


that'at. rhoſe ,"theigs - - 
 groany and fighs beat as thick, as a pn: © Ay 
in the height of a Feaver ,. and at thedivige-, © 


; | Litnrgie of the Church , andother godly: 


forms of Prayer, their ſouts are quite bar-* 
'#», and their hearts as: hard and 'dry:as} 


natural temper,or from cuſtome, or pr: 


. gaged affetions,. or ſo ; yet 1 doubt,' the: 
_Temprer, that Deceiver, hath  ſpmewhas) to) 
. doein moſt of rthew. - *- 


-Itis he (I' fear) who is al5en to tall thide: 
-affeRions aſizep at our Divine ſervice;leſt it: 
ſhould be er»ly profitable and advarirageom * * 
-rothemzand as 5xþe (I fear)be ro, in ſtirring} 


: them —_—_ and awakening them; at! theſ#ins: 
fa "jo 


F hs the Devitisan Agent: herein, becauſe: 
Fperceiyethar after a while, moſt of thele: 


extemporary Prajieny and ſtirsvp? 
es. and grief? with them. $17": 
Iam the. rather induced to think. 


men and: women take up ar ill conceit of, 
our Church ſervice, and then, of all /er-: 


Forms ; yea, even ſome of them miſlike; 
that /er form of our. moſt bleſſed Savionrs 
1g af late, and moſt "+ Prayer. For! 


ſeeing} 
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| 756 Spiriendl Comfort avd Grief = 
ſeeing their -o#eward comforts are raiſed 
moreat extemporary Prayers, and Sermons, 
then+at ſer: Forms and: wel-ſtudied - Ser- 


and-negleR; yea, contemn theſe ; and now 
they begin to think, that there is no deve- 
tion in themſelves, or in others; unleſs they 


ſhew:themſelves, to. be as tedious in bab-- 


ling,and as vain, as the Phariſees were. 
-And Lam- further confirmed.in it, when 
T-obſerve, in-ſome of our good brethren, 


-and ffrers,very evill conſequences from ſuch. 


©:conſolations. For, firſt, they cry wp ſuch 
Preachers ( whether Divines or not.) who 
Taiſe theſe con/olations, in them, for the on- 
" ly ſonl-ſaving Preachers in the country and. 

hon to theſe Sermons, and Prayers, they 
muſt cravaile (thongh their husbands and: 


g4in ; the pains of travelling ſome miles 
pleaſure ; if theſe conſolations be raiſed, or 
nouriſhed in them ; and thep farther, all 


' - other Divizes they contemn,and frive with 


their Prieſts, accounting them all, w»-edify- 

ing, and #»profitable to themſelves, and 0- 

thers, without heat, and without light, .., 
And while they have the perſons of 


their own Miniſters in admiration, eſtee-. 


ming 


j 


' mons,. hereupon they eſteem theſe onely,- 


- Stan 
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maſters - preſs them , to the dnties of their- 
calling; athome) and all /o/ they account 


elifyi 


moſt: 


they do God good ſervice. EW IE 
- And all theſe,] ſunt ap/as evi conſequen- 
ces-of that unhappy ' miſtake, of theirs, 
| concer ni Uheſs /enſtbt conſol ations ; [that 
'ronſolations (whicls they receive by 
the Iiniftery of theſe men , and by the u- 
fingofthoſe means of exremporary Prayer, 
andthe like) ate the gift of Ged, and evi- 
- || dent Poner of their edification, by them: 

© | K 4 whereas 


> 
+ Ws 


onely abound in. fome\vir 


wbole-will of Ged, in ſubduing»the luſts of || 
pride;and coveton/ne/7, and anger, andithe | 
ike:inordinate. affeftions ;.in charity ant 


 meekyeſty in bumikity and. patience; and in 


obedience alſo totheir natural, political,and 
:chefpaſtical Parents; and untill I ſee theſe 
principal tierrnes (-as well as thoſe others) 
_ practiſed: by them, I cannor:think (though | 
 I'beg pardon 4f-L judge-:ami(s) that: theſe 
their-con/olations;' are from heaven, bea= 
wenly. -.. HE DN wr, 
And although they have now. great c-. 
light and j07;.in ſome exerciſe of bolineſs.; 


yet itheir | errors- and, wicked \praffafes (i 
ofice diſcovered to them) will till-them' full 
of tormenit, and vexation of {piret; their wu- 

' charitableneſs, fierceneſs and rage,their gi/- 

ebedience and diſlojalty to their Prince;their } - 

conterwpt and [corn the Clergy,pipecielly 


$+ -.. . 
V- HROY 


ſuch con/o/ations inthe fervanrs of God: The : 
'-Devill is too cunning:, and ſo malicious rs : 
| ktanyof his old ſnares (eſpecially-theſs- 
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' x60. Spiritual Cimfs 

ſpirituallfnaree | which ace lefsdiſcernible 
hes others, )-lie by 8--employed ; he ſtill 
caſts them: abroad; even among the /er- 
vants of God. zl 


| - Wheabeobferves:fome frnums of Got, 


to have: {uch' tore: of: theſe conſolations 
from Heaves ;\that all his remprations to 
_ - divert:themifrom Gods ſervice , or to neg- 

 le&theſe comforts of God, prevaile as little 

' againſt... them, : as. »ew ropes dit againſt 
Samſon, "that the frength of their con/ola- 
_ tions breaks them 95 4-thread; and thatthey 
are ſtill exconraged by theys to goe-on in the 


ſervice. and'worſbip of God, then he is ready 
£0-4dde, to their abundance, and gives them 


a fuller meaſure of conſolations, adding ſtore 
of his, to:thebrs, q 3 
And-after a while, when- they have ta- 
ken much delight and pleaſure in the per- 
formance of holy duties , then heflily goes 
about to.perſwadethem,that they are more 


hely, and more-depoxt, .then they were, yea 


then other men are; becauſe t y abound 
more with ſuch cox/olations, then: they 
themſelves formerly did, or then other men 
wow-dee ;.and then herempts them to think, 
that theſe Chriſtian duties of Prayers and 


| the: Jike,, whereat they feel theſe conſolati- - 


_ ens are the only draics required at their 


hanas ;, 
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"4 Dewar: OY 
OG wk otion at' Prayer | 
Sermons is holineſs enough; eaHobc reſt | 
_ tisfied that they are accepted with'God;. 
. (who ſends them.ſuch- abundance of tow 3 
| fort ). and need not betake themſelves ro 
| the pratiſe' of any other bo/ydutjes: Thus. | 
 ifthe Devil canmake theſe conſolationt,'4s: 
- he made the Corbas to the Phariſees (a p tes. 7 
fo excuſe them from other ws hee Foil = 


- Plentifully beſtow them 1 thoſe whom: 
he ſt labours'to'win'to imſel, the tyie 
ſervants of God. 


Tt [45 reported of ' one of the Fathers 
(Szint Hierow I take it ) that while he was: 
at'the holy Table of God at publick, Prayers 
for the Congregation, he was na ſuddain 
fo ſen/ibly affetted, thar his tears.interrap- - 
ted his” woras, and ſpeak he could notfor © 
weeping ; and after that pauſe of filence, be 
checked the zemprer, ſaying, Erram hic ſtas 
intmice nequam t Deeſt thou purſue me everr 
to the horns of the Altar, oh-vhou wicked e= 
memy ? Is not this a place of refuge 7 is not 
this a Santtwary to be ſecure in, from thy 
remptations ? 

NF Thus the devout Fathers of old reckoned 

_ theſe conſolations , ſomerimes , among tie: 
feMptations of the Devi/l. 


"*Qh that the Lord'would. difcoyer tall. 


P av 


and belp us to break tt 
: - HY 5 | ; X 


_. Andnow 1 hope you are. fully ſatisfied. 
] have,yrit the more; largely.of them,thac 
I might. bereby give.you warning, that all 
_ t5not goldther gliſters ;, all, who;appear to. 
us ike Argels of light,, come not: from hea- 

ves.;. and by what: I bave written, it wilk 
pot be hard, ,codiſcern the. rr#e from the 
{olations of Gqd, from. 


cernterferr,. the: co 
thoſe ofthe Devil. werigg_; 
And for acloſe.of all, though thete-con- 
folations. of yours are ( you bope) from the: 
holy. Spirie(who giugth every. good thing plene 
Reowſhy,) yet. there may be 700.anch delight: 
' taken. jn.them. ; and cemprations there.may: 
come. to. reſt.in them, to think yourſelf, nor 
exly the more happy, but alfo themore holy, 
and the more fervent for them. yea, and ho- 
ly enough with them : But labour I pray. to. 
trend (as with comfort) ſo.in every. good 
ork, knowingtbat the more- comfort you. 
receive, themore holine/s you muſt. return; 
theſe conſo/ations are extraordinary. hires to 
virtne and holing/s,.: and- the greater-your 
hire. is, the more. diligently, you ſhould te 


hearin the vineyard of God. 339 46am 
And laſt ofalos your comfarts androyr- 


BHES: 


% 
-« 


- 


 buct.engrtaſe 1 odentan, hatthe 
- of all virewes, Humility; may aboundand 
 encreaſe in you+ daily; :: Have an eſpecial - 
. care leſt the Serpent brui/e the beet, the'lat» 
. ter end of your life, by. exalring yow about _ 
. meaſure For the abundance of your leavtnly 
_ Fomforts, and ly vertutse; This Hrhe bane 
; y "ub, ad moſl fervent m_ af." 
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| The eelfih Letter, . " TT (S ; F 
The P1048 Sond eneraſing 5s holy frar (and 

- +goatineſs, : 14-rwuch roublod! with denies; 
: and nes 


- Sir, | 
= is now almoſt « year ſince I wrotets- 
ow-laſt, and; though I had: ;no-preſent- 
—_ of your directions, you. might rea- 
ſonably. expect ſome Letrers from me z: but, 
the. erath is, I,am again conſtrained. to. 
write, and your readineſſe to. anſwer-me 
| formerly, and thar'ſo. largely. makes; me; 
preſume! (without any: Farther:; apology) 
to, deſire your..dixeftions again JOE 
= that. 


CID Aron am- ares Fur in ant | 
ſoever ſtate Fam ( whether of comfores; or 
of ſorropfmlneſs ) therewith robe content: 
but 1 in another Caſe:, Onur worn 


2 iBdo; Sir; oagh ir mitrervoffaithf] : 
| bleſs God): E waver not, yet in 'matters-6f 
fac, both divine, and civill ; ſpirituall, and 
| eemporalt, many doubrs and ſcruples (7 


knw tiort whar to _ them) ariſe in me 


= And though God. hath given mea 
figcere, and unfeigaed deſireto pleaſe 
him, yet in many things 1 offend, in moſt 
things I fear and doubt. 

One while, T fear;,-Tinduſge roo much: 
tiberry to others, and too'little to myſelf: 
another white , that T am too firit to.0- 
thers, and too remiſs to my ſelf; and there- 
fore I-mete not to others, as Imete to my” 
elf, I :multiply 'quares againſt my ſelf ; 
whetherthis-du:y was well'performed, or 
not ; thi# aftivin lawfull, or not; that word, 
or fil lence, ſeaſonable, or not; : And for com- 
merce, and traffick with my neighbours , 
whether this, and that bargain were jul; 
not prejudicing my ſelf, nor over-reaching* 
him. And when would give thanks fora-' 
ny thivg well done, ( through Gods pe 


F .: Sad Divotn' Ws 265 "a 
| fe) poi ih pn 4 
- e,'a at: e | 
| may be deferred.” © we] 
: "Teferdey I confidered, 2nd determined 
' | affrmatively,in this, and negativelyin hat 
= macter; and ro day fomewhatiis | 
| againſt the one, 'and theother : one dairy 7? 
' conſcience excuſeth-/what:I check other' day 
judged amiſs ; . and to they 6:0 Ji 


*what I } rk ly judged ; i ſothatl 
ſcarce ſatisfie myſelf i-one '6 7, Ot ive 
gletyeFong: 4 1 þ T. Fu 


'..: Now; Sir, if theſe ance be fronr the 
5 iritof Godin me, I muſt: hearken what 
the Lord God ſaith to my ſoul ; at my utmoſt 
perill it-is, if receive not; and cheriſh not 
thoſe morions : and if they 'bedowbrs I raiſe 
of my ſelf, they are not to be neglefted, 
there is danger ( my books tell me)in 
that ; but if they be ſaraplee, heedingthem 
| i dangerous : ſo there is danger ,- on every 
& 
And though Iconfidered not the dan- 
er, yet would not entertain doxbts, and 
mb with ſach humble obedience, as 
I deſire to receive the morions of the bleſſed 
Spirit ; nor examine theſe fo: ſtrictly at the 
dore of my ſoul, before Iopen, as I doe 
thoſe ſuf yon doubts and fernples 
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E.. EN "alerts » Fear defire your | 
b direQions | bow toi diſcover: when.-theſe 
motions (in my mind) come from the holy - 
2 DO and when oP are doftbts, 08:/eru- 
bln oCckai and tance the'age 
'n and whatim the* a/c 
_ofiſcewpler ;* 09s Hm 'or. ſatisfie 
- - thoſeT have, and how to 0 prevent: the -ike 
E | hereafter. *: - 
As cn Ty, Sie, much time which world 
. beemployed in performance of” holy du- 
ries (in which it is fit I ſhould aa ad- 


doubts and [cr 
for a ſuddain 
Werduts _ 


_ on you may 


Lim friend - [ervant- 


vance,"as in grece and-vireue). is ſpent eve- 
ry.day in argument anddiſpute, with thefe - 
wpler; which make me preſs - 


in Chrift vr Lord. 
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The Anſiers" FOOALENT 


8 & 61 y nf mA *&, 
4 rake mers moſt ſubj "to he Gree | 


ence between a {crupulone:Con- 
:ffbxrce- and: 4 dowbrfull ; and what tote 


+ --when doubts, und whar whin Joruples a-' 
viſe :- Eleven: lireftine 16 Cnre, of PR 


"8 ferupulon C x apo: BY 


Sir, 


BY your laſt Letters I.am comforted 


-aQions before! you undertake ;them;y-and - "N 
callthem back again ;-- to. your accounts af- —— 


AFmore and more, perceiving by them. -- 
-your-;progreſſe and profion ney. in holineſſe,. 
and purity - 

- ver{al care you have, , of all your ways, that 
one of mu 


I much commend- that: wai- 


you ſo ſtritly examine eve 


terwards, and that.you fet God before-you, 
in all yotir wayes. 


Which care of yours would not be any ' 


; whicabated, Fu any while diſcontinued : 


.youm 
1ng them, \make way for Camels, or many. of, 


LY 


x 


7 


Il freinat guats,. leſtfwaltlow-: 


them; amount to-a Camel: Eſteem-not any. 
"thing ſo little, as to adventure uponit with- 
out 'confideration, leſt that (or your in- 
conſideration in it) grave zfin , though a. 
| Ute one. And 


- 


And are and dil | 
om——_ you muſt ever- ovine thoſe humble 
thoughts you-expreſs of your own perfor- 
01595 Dh : we'doe not ws ought to'doe, - 

. nor isthat we doe,-alway done fo well, 'as 
we [might have done' it; by the: od of 
God, that is inus.;. Or,if we fatledininei- | 
ther of theſe;-.but performed all'we ought, 
as wel, as Gods gracedid then enable us , 
yet are we unprofitable ſervants;and there- 
upon the Apoſtle chargeth us to paſs all the 

_ Fime of onr'{ojonrning here in fear. BE 

> Thisfearwill advance our-aw,and reve= 
renceto God; it will quicken us in _His'/er- 
vite,and make'us niore diHgent; and it wil 

_ truly bþumblens, ing and after, all our per- 
| formanees. | | "25 Veg 
 -:Andyet1muſt tel yon, thisfear 5r very 
rone' to be extravagant, and to ruf'out 
into-vain dowbrs-, and /cruples ; And our 
task it is,-to keep.it, and-to moderate-it; 
_ not to caſt it off, noryet to letit run out : 
If we keep this fear within its bounds'and 
due limits, it will bring forth thoſe effeas 
Of reverence, and diligence; and humility, 
andonly theſe, and ſuch like, which it na- 
rurally produceth-; but if it break out be- 
yond its bound, this ſpurious brood of 

doubts and [rruples; (which are'only aivi-'" 
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demally incident unto' it) will break inup- 
F ON us. B25 Fir HDR TS RM 
© And nowconcerning your dxti:s{though 
ijt'be very hard to give particular ſatisfa-- 
Rion in generall caſes, eſpeciafly in this of 
donbting, which commonly carries with it. 
Emuch unfatisfiedneſfe) ſomewhat Iſhalan-\ 
ſwer;”and in theſame: method which-you 
- Firſt, how you ſhould know whether 
theſe” motions and ixpnations of your 
mind, to doe this, or that, oryour dowbrof 
this or that done ,” be from the holy Spirirof 
God, or not ? > 494 p 5 pn 1 
-, It will be very reaſonable to grant;that- 
ſome {perhaps many) of thoſe > motions, 
which you refer to, in your Letter, are 
fre: : that. bleſſed Spirit ; either: ebecking 
ou,for negligence, and remiſneſ7 inhis ſer» 
vice ; Or ſtirring you up to greater careand 
Gligence ; and if they come. from heaven, 
receive them you muſt with all humility, . 
and obey them with all readinefle and 
chearfulneſle. 
+ Bur that you may diſcern, whence the 
motions in you proceed, it will be neceſ- 
ary to examine them ; Firſt, whetherthey 
be according to the /aw of right reaſon 
- Ewcieten in our hearts , and to the _ 
| wes no 
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wo Spiritual Comfort and Grief 
Law: of God written in-holy: Scriprire, and. 
to:other Civill and Ecclefiaſticall laws,'to } 
which'we owe obedience: orwhether they | 
be contrary to theſe, or any of theſe :or 
(if- neither Fccording, nor contrary to any. 
one of thoſe: /aws) whether they be befde 
If themorion within you, ſtir you up,-tor i 
doe what is commanded by ahy-of cbeſe 
laws, or to forbear what is forbidden by 
any. of them, this yn may conclude tobe 
a-motion of the haly' Spirit, and whithet- 
ſoever it calls you; gird-up. your leines, and 
follow it. It is ſome-virive of: preey, or 
guſtice; temperance, Orobedience, or ſuch I? 
like, or-ſome higher degree of them, it-cals Yr 
laws; contrariant-and repugnant.-to theſe; 
or-to.any of theſe , though but-to the /aw 
of Man.(at ſach"a time, and in fuch a 
caſe, when it is binding)this is a tempration;' 
either of the fleſh, the word; or the Devil,” 
and then I need not tell youz»that you 
muſt trample it under your feet. Theſe 
cannot be motions of the holy Spirit, who 
is the ſame yeſterday, and to day,cand. for. 
ever; changeth not his eh, nor his poſt- 
tive/aws,:; no more then. his eſſence ; Fong uh 
bz $4.1 x 5 \I'S 4 
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»- And when in the third place, if-the'wo= - 2 
tion -be' neither accordivig- to, nor "againſfs -.* 
theſe laws, or any of them expreſly, but be- = | 
fde them, of ſomewhat wherein theſe laws © -Þ 
Bgive no fpeciall command: nor prohibitions © 
fv fuck" morionr, donbre and ferwplerwitla: = Þþ 
BHfiſe:: Arid how-to: diſtinguiſh*whichrof AF 
them are dewbrs; and which /crnpler, will 
be very materiall, and not yery eafie : yet - 
ſomewhat I ſhallſay, becauſe many'good; 
and tender conſciences, aremuch troubled 
Switch chem and the moſt tender perplexed 
abourthem, moſt. $EIREV- +5 5 3:1 57 ts, ort 
As there are deprees of fwpefati 

evil conſcrences , ſome dull and drowſieg 05 
thers 'in a dead ſleep, ſeared and" canters- 
zed ( as the Apoſtle phraſeth itt} fo alſo 
there are degrees :of quickneſs, and#Xm- 
derneſs', 'in good '\conſciences".; Toitiefarre - 
F ore vigulant and ' tender then others, | 
Ewbich are good alfo :: yet with this dif- 
ference, the more ffupefation and dul- 
weſc, the worſethat conſcience; though not 
bn the contrary, the more renderneſs;, the 
Wetter. - 7% 2 20. Be ge HOP. 
- For there is, a certainfimit of ' reyder- 
s eſs 1m conſcience, which if we exceed, 
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ovgh-we finne not ixexter 


ſcarcely avoid fin by exceeding oo imits ;. 

_ who- keep themſelyes: ſtrialy within 
-thoſe bounds, are the /afe/#;;;. yea, and the 
- beſt (though not the oſt tender ) conſeien- 
ocs.': for although a: con/rience cannot bee 
$00.x00d.,  yeritmay be 700 render; I mean 
not, that a. con/ciexce ;may: bee too full'of 
$are-£0-ſerveand pleaſe God, bur that; it 
may be :cofall:;of dowbrs and//creplesin ca- 


: EE . ring 31 this I call zoo tender, becauſe its 
-- fe aerneſs is very: prejudiciall in the effes 
—. | 


z:\Therefore,- as you--ought to. bleſs God 
_ becauſe he hath given you a texder conſci- 
exce,.{lo.alfo you ought to crave of him, 
that .it bea frm, and a reſolved conſcience; 
that it exceed not ſo 5x rexderneſſe, as to a- 
bound with: 'theſe 'diſtrafting dowbts and 
ſeraples: Andas you muſt pray for it,-o 
alſo*you muſt. endeyour to-procure this 
frm and ſtable conſcience , by grounding it 
upon a ſure foundation. _ 
Now the fonndation whereupon ; your 
conſcience ought to build; is a perſwaſion 
-that this.,. or that, you are about to doe, -14 
lawful, andjuſt ; and according to the ſe- 
verall degrees of Perſwaſion , there are fe- 
- verall degrees of firmneſs and ſtability of 
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| - And ſeeing our na we, e Al- 

ticular. aQion--cannor be ION " 
faith or keys ledge, -becauſe-the ord of 
God, and'biniivg laws , are too*generall ;; 
For. particular direftions incyery caſe, rhere- 
| © fore, where they-uphold not our perſma- j 
|,- Fox, opthion mult; E 
i :iAnd; Sir, though your areſivef on be fl, 
" LCometimes grownded only -upon- an. op3n4- } , 
_ v#/ that you doe according tothe generall Y- 
diref&ions-in the #ord'of: God j'or inthe ff ; 
' > Law, even then your pf wagen may be fl 
a» fol, and your conſcience firm, Not ſucha Þ 1, 
7; - indeed, © of ''perſwaſion, as fy, 
bobs Fanrh:or Krowlidge aipheld it ;'yet Nas 
ſuckaflne/+" e/} your ls wwill bring, a5is pe 
fb to” make 'your: conſcience firm and No, 
able, | 
For where faith or tvaledes guide us, 
| there is ſuch a certainty; that there is no 
fear at all of the contrary ; - what” we. be- 
lieve;and know, cannot be otherwiſe, then 
ſo: But where we have onely opinion for 
our gwiae, there is alway, Formiao comra- 
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in a Devont . Soul. T7 . 
' is, -aſecret fear that the contrary way may 
be the right; and not-rthes, 16 I 
. +7 Yet ſuch | firmmſſe there is: alway 
 in'this <conſcience which is' guided by opi- 
on only , as truly to'diſtinguiſh-it from 
a doubtfull conſcience, and to-adyance zt, 
- above that : For « donbifull © conſcience 
 wavers between. this,: and that, -halts( as 
the [Prophet -cals 1t) between ove and 
| another,/ gives: no judgement , nor deciſions 
that this, or that 25 to be done ;, if once it 
' determines ( though but upon. opini- 
on) this 15 no longer a aonbting conſci- 
ONCE, TILE ” wr The« 
i Indeed, if. the determination be- faint 
\ and »eak, this may goe for an inclination 
| £0 thy, rather then to chat, 'it is no abſo0- 
| Bute 9pi250» of it ; and ſo it is not yet be- 
 Eyond the bounds of doxbtivg : but as ſoon 
& Nas the opinion is fixed, the determination 
S Eperemptory ( as ſentences and decifions of 
| Nour judgement, and opinion uſe to be) then 
doubting is ſhut out of dores ; Andas this 
3, Nis a firm conſcience, ſo alſo ( if the vpinion be 
O not errors) it isa goodand a juſt Cone 
'= Wcrence.. 24151 11915 
nM 1 Thus if you once /ert/e, and fix your 0- 
YT 2:nion, dowbting is gone, the indeterminate 
4- [ravering of thi, cannot conſiſt with the 
b L acter- 


#76 Spiritnal Comfort and'Grief 
Mletermimation, and reſolntion ' of that. 
- But then for ſcraper, 'they.'afie not{o 
eafily exchuded ;/they will :crteptupeir'us 
concetningthoſe ations which are grown- 
ded upon faith, fand knowteage, antithere» 
fore you-cannot hope that thoſe \aRtions, 
which-are grounded -upon _ "anets 
ſhouldbe free from them. : 7 
'For ſcrnples:are (ard tobe, only rib abi: 
irgaments againſt only ations : -now«eeing 
whatſoever our ations are.grounded upon 
Golerher upon faith, :orknowledge, oropi- 
508) there may be arguments ſuggeſted (at 
leaſt as probable) againſt them  [craples 
rn Pos Pp TIDE with the moſt firm | 
And : upon this, " therdilfereties will be . 
kin between donbtsrand ſcraples: Donbts | 
Joe! /uſperd the judgoment-; no deeifh bon,'on ff | 
this or-thatſide: where deubtimg's ©; "bur K 
ſermaptes whayrneonGſt with thatijndgemenr | 
which Jpiz;ongrves 5'YEa; with ehatwhich fs 
Fulth; onknowtedge grvegas abſlute, andus | 1, 
firm, as they are : Sorupler may comein, £1. 
whatſoever'we doe, rarid:troubfe ns, ard 
Take us, and their deſign is to weaken, and. 
diſexren R_ \ DIL 7 hy 
+Buamrnie: t y Yhis:, >w] heryouts}, 
GOCIGn cd If" char _ the 
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'3# 8 Devout Sonl, - 277 
which your Faith, or kxowledge, .0r opini- 
03 Cave; concerning thiuy Or that, to be 
doxe, or left .wydone, ſtands ſtill. firms, as 
when you gave.it firſt, unreverſed, it is 
not a doxwbt, which arifeth 1n'you, concer- 
ning this , or that ; buta ſcraple only : 4 
doubt reverſes the ſentence, already given, 
and {[ufpends from giuing .any-other,; this 

 0nly anargament, which, though.ic hath 

- not reaſon enough, to prevaile with you, 
for: reverſing 'the ſentence and judgement, 

- Which direced you, in -zhis or that aRi- 
on, yet. it ſcemes to. have probability -e- 
nough-,'to trouble.,, and diſquietyou, a= 
deugit: 5 or FEE 

And:-when you have diſtinguiſhed, whe- 
ther theſe motions which ariſe -in you, be 
dowbts, or ſcraples, you muſt:do according- 
ly, which brings-onithe anſwer to the pare 

ticular your Letter mentions. - i ef 
And it will be matertall' for you to.ob- 
ſerve what you imply-in your Letter, That 

5 || theſe-morions ariſe in you, one whileupon 

deliberation of what # tobe done ; and ano- 

ther while, upon re-exammation of that . 

which bath-been done, :- 2511 2x8 

- If they ariſe, before :you doe thr, Or that 

the queſtion then is, within your ſelf, »he- 

pher you ought ro doe this, or that , or 

. L 2 . Whnher, 
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x73 Spiritual C omfort and Grief 
whether you are bound'to doe it , thus ,, or 
, thus”: and iftheſe motions be'then fo im- 
petuous upon you, asto cauſe yqu truly 


to doxbt, whether that you are about be 


lawfutl,or unlawfull, in that caſe you have 
an expreſſe- direttion from the Apoſtle. 
whatſoever is not of faith, ts ſin : that is, 
whatſoever we doe without @ full perſwa-= 
fron, and opinion of the lawfulneſſe of it, is 
- ſonne. 
-- When our Conſcience doubteth, and 
Tuſpendeth to juage , or determine this, or 
that, we wu ſaſpend from doing this, or 
that, which it doubts of; He, who doth 
what he himſelf doth not derermize, to be 
right and fir, but wavers, and doubts, whe- 
ther it be ſo, or no, fnyxeth. 
In which caſe of doxbrivg of theſe two, 
. doing, ornotdoing; it is as likely to doe 
what is right, as what is not ;. there is one 
. way to chuſe the good, and but one way to 
chaſe the evill ; and yet I ſay not only, hee 
may fin by taking the left hand, but hee 
does (in, though he lights upon the right : 
for though he doth that which is r:ighr, he 
doth it not rightly; he ventured blindfold 
upontt, without any guide of faith, know+ 
edge, Or opinion, donbtingly. | 
+ To prevent this certain ſuning , by do- 
| , ing 


i 4 Devont Soul. 19g © 
ing doubtsugly, you muſt reſolve your ſelf  : 
ally of the /awfwlneſſe of all your ations —_- 
before you undertake them, that you con- 
demn not your ſelf, in that , which you allow 
Jour ſelf, to doe.. Be fully perſwaded in your 
own mind, that you may doe this, or that, 
lawfully; and then doe. it, | 
But then if theſe motions which ariſe im 
you, are found to be only ſcr=ples ; yow 
are fally perſwaded in.your own: mind, that. 
ou ought to doe th, or that, and yet ob- 
jeRions.crowd into your mind, to thecon=- 
trary ;. in that caſe I muſt joyn with your: 


, full perſwaſion, and put you forward te 


doe that, which z: direas-todo, and that: 
with chearfulneſſe,. and ſpeed: if you defer: 


_ Till theſe /cr=ples be allayed; others may 


ariſe, and then you muſt ſtay to ſatishe 
ztbem alſo, and ſo it is too likely that yow 
will. wholly negleQ that dur; Ge ſeruples 
will encreaſe and multiply, fo much- the: 
more, if they be heeded, and cheriſhed. 
Thus if your tions be upon delibe- 
ration what i to be done : but now if 
they bee upon re-examination, what hath 


bee done, and the queſtion is, whether thes,. 


or that, were well done ? in this caſe, you 
muſt recall tomind, upon what grounds 


_you did thi, or that ; whether faith, 


L 3 knowleage, 
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knowledge, or opinion directed you ſo to | 


doe > Andof theſe,. opiniowis moſt likely 


ro-deceive'you:; yea; that ovely can- miſe 
fead'yort ( forthat is not farrh, nor know- 


ledge neither ('but an opi»io»-only that it 
i frit9, or knowledge ) which can dirett 
you to doe any thing, that is amiſs.) And if 
tr appear to you ow, that the- opinion 
which direfed you then, was not true ; 
you were fully perſwaded in your mind; 

erreneonſly perſwaded; then your bu- 
fineſſe will be, to caſt off that error, to 
repent of it, and to repent alſo-of that «- 


| Rox into which your bind: gaide miſled 
 ( you : And if tle gn were ofthat na- - 
ture, as ſlander and* injuſtice againſt onr 

' neighbour, you: are bound alſo to pe iy. 


your” brother, in whatſoever he was 
—_— 
© Thus you. know many, whowere once 
oft oe” 7p (wherein -fome Proreftants, 
and 'moſt Papiffs, agree) that it ix lawful 
fo propagate the true Religion , by force 
and war, ( and thereupon engaged them- 
ſelves in froiling and robbing, and laying 
' the ad:fſentient Party) who eing now of 
another opiion, that to reform Religion 
by the ſword, #s an' offering ' violence to 
the tender conſciences of many , and 4 do- 
| ing 
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18x 


598 evild} that: gaod-19ay.c ome! of it; ſhendi © 


in 7a their: for _ © 


| theit: time: wholly i 
mer [ex:or-:and;/in 3: and thayn $267 
pairing ſach-men, whom invthar theiw eruery 
they had ſpoiled and injured. -: 

Though the a#;on.was done upon x fullt 
perſwa on0of the lawfulneſſe of ir,, yet 
perſennſion appearing now: ernamons'y; 
repevitdnce, and reſbitution, they thibkees: 
quired of them; + py 


And in other men, where eee 


product not” a contraty: nos ,: yet 
Doadrs _ may” produce - ; por thus: 
may be wi 

chil 361? that: etHon; lo 


uw were frally (pers: 


fonaded 3 your : minde- of the lawfulneſſroff | I 
3x ; but now doxbts ariſe in you-concery: 


ning it ; and you cannot. determine. whe 
zrthis xaſe, yourlabour.willbe.:to nels! 
your ſelf de.nov0, v0:ſtydy:and confuly wor 
the lowfuneſſe 'of that 'atbiox,” as; beer yotr 
were \now” to undertake 11613 and: 
when your dpxbs.13 reſolved into: an: opi=- 
»oy, you need little: dateRtion.in that :cate::- 
If it de'the the ſame: pinion! again : veſumed,. 
which you ts. thap at3iox, then you: 
May of rang Gad; and ptead your innocency” 
in _=__ ation,” nory"y all: objegrs,; and: 
L 4 objefFions :- 


& 


1bau 


you: ” 'when-you -ondertovls 
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” 1% Spiritual Conifort and Grief 
b objeflzons :If you are convinced by reaſon. 
*x and argument.,. to alter your opinion : ther: 


ſtitution):is toyou inprhis caſe alſo. 
And thus 1 meet with ſome, in every 


*  Nreet; who took Oathes, and Covenants, 


upon the fa/t-per/wafion of the lawfulneſſe 
of them, md _ doubting ——_ 
. they did; well, or ill. therein, that -they 
conſult their Bookes, and their ſpirirwall Di- 
reffors-afreſh,: to be reſolved concerning 
them: and when they alter their opinions 
. (thongh their Gath cannot be #x/worn,nor 

_ the a#iovs, done” in-purſuance of it,, «+ 
done) yet F hope torſce.them ſo truly pe- 
zitext, that theſe fs . will not be laid to 
their char © CM Mani SOR. 37 &: 
- And: thirdly ,: if theſe motions which 
ariſe :in your. mad, . upon ri-examination 
of what -yow bigve done ; be ſcrupler-onely ; 
Ar 
ſte 


as probable, which do no way divert; 
you from your-opinion' which guided -you 


. 
cn 


 1nths, orthat. Attion ;'nor yet bring you . 


into atrue do«br, whether your ation were 

lawful or not;;:inthis Caſe , the more you 

negle& theſe /eruprulons motions, the bet» 

ter and the ſooner:you will poſſefie/ your 

ſoul in quietneſle and peace, - 5 
| An 
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1 # Devout Soul, © : ? #7 

And now Sir, that you may bethe bet- 
ter able to eje& thoſe _——_ haveal-: 
ready, and to prevent -Otners alſo hereaf-- 


ter, (which is the third thing you: deſire? 


reſolution in) you ſhal}' doe well; Firſt; 
truly-to inform your ſelf of the cauſe, or: 
original, whence they proceed. ' 

In ſome, ſcruples-proceed from the rem=: 
*per of the body : a melancholick conſtitution; 
which 1s moſt (abject to fears and: [ad- 
neſs, if it hath a render Conſcience there-- 
with, is commonly full of theſe ſcraples,. 
| alfo : In others* they proceed frem' a: 
ſeeprical wit, which is- alway enquiring;” 
ſetdom fatisfied ;- if that remper and:thiss 


wit meet together, with a tender Conſei-- 


ence, {crnples will abound : In others; they- 
,may be from the Devil; he: ( by indiſpe-- 
fing our boaies, or racfing fanſies, Ot" 0- 


therwiſe more immediatly , by himſelf, | 


without any advantage taken from 'us); 
eaſt theſe /c-wpler into our minds. Where: 
I hear of A75t:0n5 to be preciſe and ſtritt 
. m one Duty, if Iſee: inclinations to remif+ 
xe/z and' negleF, in another Duty; as: ne=- 
ceſſary as that- former :- I ſaſpe theſe: 
feruples'to be from the: Devill ,- It:is: the 
holy Spirie which moves us to-aniver/all- 
ftrifineſs- in. all-Dxties, the: evill- ſpiric 


I 1 
*® 
kh 
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184: Spirituai Comfort and Grief 
may ſometime move to Partial triftneſſe, 
i e*0:08 tro; Duties; Itis an old: policy of 
hiz, $0. Make us Uneyenin our obedience, 
to: freine ator puat, and not At an 
1006 - lis gon find or | 
And from: what cauſes ſoever -theſe 
ſcruples proceed, they commonly come 
like Angels of light,: with goodly ſhewes, 
and - holy. language, moving to mere: cxath 
obegzensa :( 135. th pretended): and £0 more 
rnigerſal; and moreipunituad performances. 
And this ;they uſually. urge ſo eagerly, 
that-i5-is hard.to. diſtinguiſh them from 
thoſe metions: of the holy Spirit, which I 
ſpake'o; cver-now-: yaur examination. of 
them. therefore muſt be with ſome dili- 
gence -and.if- afrer that, you find thoſe 
motions.and fervors in your mind, not to be 
from- the holy Spiriz, but /cruples procee- 
ding:from one of theſe- fountains, or from, 
>;Lhan ſecondly ,.your may. canfider: the: 
many | #nronvemenses: which: they - may 
bring upon you ;, how: they . weaken 
your mind, make 1t- av/teble,. as! water ; 
bow: they! ,4;/iarb: you in: many - perkor- 
mances;! d;wer5:you: from:ſopey ,:haw: in- 
con{ſftenr they. are: with that; '/eretir' of 
conſcience, ant. chearfritieſe: of _ 
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which" otherwiſe you might joy; ; Pate 
they darken your '*1derſtand 
eipipener #2 and »ffeEhithers* Ones 
bao gin» holy dwiies > ani yo oole 17 
fOrrable” ; ep fee rad: Indo” e 


jy 
rorand no Kg oft-times; *and* ily; 
at' ſer gnn ar atid pri=- 


( Ti he Devil carr have. His- 
ninco" Hb/} rar Prat ir felf 3+ 
4p" thefe? and\whit” oliev 22 
evtventohices 'ye FEY oFfan fear” frofft:  ; 
theſe /praples,” you '\wilf not delay to obs. 2: 
ferve What: you't] hin firteff fof your: ture, | 


ortafec vl Rs Jas 

os TRKRtes third 6 ireftions] El 
AIP bame} at 1m" in. with the - 
chief; bs cos and 7e-veHt prayer to God; 


from whom alone 5 Yue Ca receive coins 


fott-and* quiet: ba 6A avs 2 and: 
direq fa! MU nt nY oo, 


_ dfredar:” 4 pot ny 
ND i RR Rn tc ti. 


«> © © 


thai: "or 2 ys 'con-- 
Io BS /\uk "ferqune per-- 
1m away: by- crofle- 
es, Thy ay. your more - 
PN? 
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| probable. Augrments, againſt thoſe 1/7 pro- 
bable. . even | mg nd; hc; 22-5: 
Ora fourth way-may be, by adboring to: 
ahoſegpimone, hich are moſt probablegmat = 
favorable, and moſt commer, and by order- 

ing our practiſes after; hem..; rigid, and fu- 
£#lar opinions. open a wide door for /cru- 


* 


_ Pies to enterin; .,. 7-4 : 


Aft : Gonlider, L,pray., in. all 'yous 


erplexities ; ..the . wonderfull »aderation 
* Chriſt An og YR he hath.caken, 
away the r+gor of the /aw ,. and requiresno- 
more of us, then he:,enables .us to per- 
form: He expects not , from us, the per- 
Formance of all things, inthat manner; as 
they may bedone,, by our.utmoſt poſſibls 
diligence and care., .but -accepts.them,jat. 
his throne of. grace., if they be performed. 
by. our »tmoſt moral diligence, and care ;. X 
aecording 'to the ordigary courſe, of bu= | 
mane diligence: in other.matters : there { 
fore we ought. not to, be dilqujered, that, | 
we doe not our uimolt po Þ trot 
obſerve his commadds, fox by ſuch /cruples 
we ſhall be ſlacked and, hindred .in.doing 


4 
our utmoſt worg/ diligence... +4; 2 
C 


A fixt : "To truſt in Gods. weres 
through Chriſt,, that bs will; grvegraceto 
enable us to. what he. requires,, and.par-' 


in 4 Devous Soul. 


are. made, . bow. frail and;.weak we;age, 
and will have .compaſſion-of.pur infirmi+ 


" ns | 15 eres mt: 


2 3; 752 30) 9591-3 1913 
- - Seventhþy7, tobe truly; /-»/{b/e oF ,our 
own natarel corruption, that of ont ſelves 
- we arendt able to think a; good thought, 
it muſt be the: grace. of Ged\which ena- 
bles us.: and by ou ns "WE. are metew 
abled ( inxhis our frail, condition) to.thar 
exatt performance which the riger off the 
law requires ; only to that Scere and wp- 
right obedience ,, which. God ( through 
Chriſt) will-be pleaſed-to. accepr. And 
though 1hope no.Scrpplcs ariſe in- you, 
prefuming. of your. »arwrall ftrength, yet 
ſome may ariſe , not weighing, the imper- 
feftion of our mortal condition, even- in 
our regenerate. ſtate: And if ſo, it will be 
2 good means towardsthie cure, .that,you- 
Jeagn £9. diſcern . between, your, perſonal 
weakmeſſes, and thoſe of Onr., mortal: com 
Aition, (which are. common to all., while 
they ace.in. the fleſh) and charge your ſelf 


as.culpable, and feyful, only in thoſe par- 


25c4/ar defefts, not in theſe geveral gnes; 
Jes fu macagfprge/ (nor. to be: thoughe 
| on yoithout,. rief of. heart) that ,we car 
net Row live:( as in Paradiſe), exactly. per- 
SI BE: . . forming 


 . - 
don whatjsamifs.: Heknows whereof we * 


. £1 
TY as, 


385 £ piritat Comfort antGrief 
CE the will of God alwayes, #' all 
Whey widPalt or faculties ; bat Thoþe 
af is ſam2ated)it wil noe nou 60'4 
fin at Chriſts throne of race; ' 
'1Amtighth \\ rightly” "indi bar 
| mrs 6f: ie Cahiſts: ton | 


190 ” - donbt lb fo 
tha the 

AMORE rextrerns;* Sy th 
Fre rp L $a 


6Adly, weafenge'alts Inn chiefs 
the/ op, provi d rhat What? Weltbufe is 
which e'faft wilt he hs #6 

"Woe: ect nP vo iy fot 
that” reſotSon, poof vanes in; "You 
_ _ wo Oe) tr: chaf6! fine! Whith'is - 
' that- *ſafe vhich'(as: 'TTaid'be- 

fore') is grounded ok Ferch? knowtedpr, 
or "4 ſo You * be Le ny red 4n 


$ZUCO;. £ 


them. 
_- el may Bet 8h ra 74 RTE 


he Opinion, | 

at Dich "WER"; "if Of ce 
are to aim at the Aireſh, ane 'GeF 5nd 
ro prefs rowaras” it*; ut if To we = 


En, Mord pi We 'f's ee b 
t Iphic n doe thought 
"have hee: Vert F, fe on . the. 


Hon you Bats ry et. g's Oh 
Es of 16 yer'p i As. 


es 4bg 
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A tenth may be, by confidering,that a 
fermative precepts Jay nos. fo-ftritt au oþliger 
$104 #p0n;#4,] 4d A Yixgun precepts. do 3; Nex: 
gative. Precepts "ebligant, ad-ſemperg ( 'a$ 
Caſuiſts ſpeak) affirmative not -:-fognegar 
t;ve precepts are not broken, butby com 
writting ſome a; affirmative by owitrpng 
only ;, and, our qbligazion,is nor ſoffit 
againſt owitting, as 15-15 4yainſt gomrurtivge. 
A caſe may happgn, wherein-#.may-be law+ 
fall. to emit the offirmatinue (a5 Reopray the: 
holy Feſtivals ., and Faſt s of the Church,fax: 
God. will. haue mercy , - and. not- ſacrifice) 
though no caſe can poſlibly.happen,wheree, 
I may lawfully comms that which 5againſt 
the negative ; 1 cannat beexcuſed, if I take. 
Gods name in vain,by Oaths.and Conenartts,. 
though hed towards my ſelf, wfe, 
and children, (in ſaving my eſtate thereby) 
plead for me: and ſo for other. Negative 
precepts, : therefore if the checks you hear 
within your ſelf be concerning  Afirwwar 
tier, they may be the mare:ſuſpeFedfor 
[cxnpler,and ſooner anſwered, then'if they 
be concerning Negatives, | 1} vr 
; Laſtly, ſeeing theſe/cr=pler.coms to-yen- 
with ſuch goad-wordr, and 1luchibolg pretert 
ces, the beſt way-to defeat.them: of aheir 
milchievous- purpoſes is, 1 take ie Fe 


- EY 
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thoſe their goed words, and go no further | 


with them ; Let thoſe words of theirs ſtir 
you up to a more #niverſallanda'more ex- 
aft care, in the* /ervice of God ; thus you 
may *make 'evert theſe deceirfielt” Gibeonites 
ſerviceable to the uſt of Gods T aberuacle. 
Thus, 'beeauſe- the- danger from theſe 
ſeraples may be great, therefore the di- 
reftions toſapprefile and prevent, orto de- 
feat them, are many; and yet more you 
may ſuggeſt to your ſelf, or'read'in brokes 
of Devotion , and Caſniſts : By ſome of 
theſe; or ſach'like, you may (I dbubt not) 
| obtain ex/e from your perplexities ; and 
peace and comfort in your holy and juſt per- 
formances. And-(as inthe diſeaſes of your 
body, foin this- of your foul ) the ſooner 
zu go about thie cure, the better ; it"is ex- 
feſt at firſt ;- the more theſe /craples gatit 
gpon you , the more unſatisfiable they 


are, and there-will be the greater difficul- 


ty to caſt them out. 150, 

- Arid here-Imuſt addea caution or two, 
Firſt, that you take yery great heed, thas 
you ejet not the- motions of the bleſſed 
Spirit; as iPthey were' Serwples ;-that you 
tearn te diſtinguiſh between Thoſe, and 
Fheſe © and whenſoever thoſe hnock, at 


the dore of your: brart , open to them. 
2900 when: 


—_— wm kf mw qc: a—{c—<« 


ue 


— 


/ 5u #Devont Soul. © 
whenſoever they cal,orwhiſper to-yau,ſay» 
Speak: Lord,for thy [trvant heareth. © 
Secondly, that you beware of the com» 

mon efror of the world; which is, to ac- 

count all fri rules of Fuſtice , or Tempe- 
rance, Obedienceto Parents ; yea, and the 
punituall, preciſe ſervice of God, (though 
they” be moſt abſolutely neceſſary ) 
Scruples and Niceties : and deride the 
pratiſers of ſuch rules, as /crupnloue per- 
OBS, - 

: And now at laſt in the cloſe of your 

Letter, you ſeeme to grutch afl time, 

which is not ſpent by you in holy Da- 


3 


ties and Prayer , and you think fit to 
advance in them, as in other grace-and 


' wirtmes : Love, 1 ee, is liberall, and where 


you /ove much, you will ſtill be giving 


Moores 

And the more you encreaſe in Zove, 
the leſſe will that ſeem to be which you 
beſtow ; that which is «cb now, will ſeem 
Hef hereafter: And if you think fit your 
holy Duties of Prayer and Meditation 
ſhould advance till, in proportion to your 
Love ; Remember withall, that of /aceb 


(the mighty man of Prayer) to drive no fa= 


fter,then the children and catrel (your weak 
_ | body, Inmenum anine, as the Fathers call 
- | it ) are able to endure. Now 


f< 
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.Nowmy Praperthallbe; That altthoſe 
 ſhakings by-donbre and ſtpuples rady."tend 
25 160d you Thore- dhcp; 1: arid. more firm 
m the /ove of our Dord Feſus Chriſt to 


whole grace and:mercy-I commend you, 
and reſt 


Your ſervant in Chriſt Jeſu! 
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Brief of the ſeverals in this 
TREATISE. ; 
A Ietter, rning my 1 bl, my he 
mot-aly Lif y _ Petth of "ho Lay [4ikg 7 = 
- * Counteſs Palkland. . | 
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. | The firſt Letter, 
FJ Pont the Souls conſtancy and frequency in-holy Dits 
ties, her comforts in them art preſented. - 55 
| - The Anſwer ©2388 ; 
Sheweth the ſpecial favour of God, affording at the firſt 
beginning of a devout life, both ſenſible and ſpirituall 
_ Conſolatzons © Ono 59 
' 2% | 17, "Bb feconghLerter; i ff I 
The entreaſe of conjolations in a pious ſoul. * "6x 


How to diftern between, fpiritaall. and ſenſible conſt; 
ſt 


lations. © 
” The third Letter 


Repreſenteth thoſe ſenſible Conſolations decreaſmg, and 
the pious ſoul troubled thereat.  - 7L 


The Anfwer- ..- 552 * 
Direfeth- ſame means how the pious ſoul may regain 
thoſe ſenſible conſolations 3 Or if not, reaſons alleaged 
why ſhe ſhould [atisfie her ſelf without them. R.. 4. 
| e 
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The Contents, 

ns - The fourth Letrer; 
Repreſenteth the pious ſoul wholly deprived of ſenfible 

| —_—_— pw ſpiritual Conſolations decreaſing os 


þ 


The Anſwer 
Diftinguiſhtth between a deſertion of Grace, aud of 
.\Comfort 3 and that this may be inflifted. by.God,.. 
i lowe, on the beft Saints. on Earth 3. and for whas 
reaſons. 85 


W-. The fifth Letter, | 

| - Fhe pious ſoul lamenteth the loſs. of her Comforts, as 

# : taken away in Gods diſpleaſure 3 and propoſeth an & | 
batement of worldly Comfort» @s a means to recover 
Syiritudl, RT... 

Ka "The Anſwer; | 

Aadwviſeth to love the Comortey bimuſelf more then the 

. Comforts. - Ps _ 


"+ ef 


'T he lxth Letter, 


The prons foul fill Lemeenteth the loſs of ber comfurth 
" yet whohly refigneth ber deſires of them to Gods will. 


Tam | 
A. Caution leſt the ſouls being  uow- indifferent whi* 


. - ther ſhe bath comfort» or not, ſbould prove flothfull in 


"The. 


Mo} rore it bv e x ” 4 ned df EY 
+ alas” A oP SE St 4 XK & _" 
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The-Contents;- | | 
The ſeventh Letters - © 
The ſoul feeleth (as ſhe conceives) a partial privation 
"© of grage, and growing ſuſpicious of enfermrs " J 
| Her faith and repentance, feareth a total privation of - _ 
grace in her. ce IM08 AIM 


, wy - 
"i - 


The Anſ wer, : if 
» | Preſcribeth a tit examination of her faith and repen* | _ © 
tance : and ſbewetb theſe. fears and jealoufies may by IA 
. the Templations of the Devil. | on —TeF 
Theeeighth Letter. -IINY EEE 
The ſou! Farther complaineth of « total privation of grates 
ſomewhat too-evident in ber, becauſe ſhe wants all 6 
rituall jo. TD - 


The Anſwer. 


' | Graces may be inthe ſoul, and not perceived bythe fouls 
ſome have ſpiritual joy, andfjcel it not, becauſe they 
Hl not 3 Others Cannot. 33S 


| The ninth Letter. 


The foul now 8s perpteaed with the afſrightments of © 0 
|  /cience, and withebe terrors of Gods moſt heauy di 
pleaſure, | _ £30- 


'The Anſwer. 


Comferteth the ſoul in ber moſt ſad condition 3 and then 
it 36 alleged that all tbeſe troubles may be from the Dt» 


will, | 33K 
| Thetenth Letter. 
- The Soul refreſhed agdin with the Return of hey former © 
; Conſolations, | L. z7 
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TheOmten:. 


Senſible Einptlons wh prevent ſanta tl 

* byly Spirit > "may proceed alſo from: ourwewn'temper, | 
"or ire bla the evil ſpi/it 8 and therefore -here'is a lymi- 
Fation annexed co7be former DireGtions. 240 


© hes 7. IT? The eleventh Letter. 

b-. We aborndeth more and more with \Conſolations 3 

p. and is now at leaſure to ehvinire- Farther mto the camſes 
 &[nfible conſolatians. . a 144 


£2 Vigek | 'The Anſwer. 


conſolations «are one of the Devils (piritual 
ations , _— be deceiveth many Papiſts and . 
Proteſtants, | | 147 


os ; uu 43S; - The: ne 


plons foil roy in 'boly fear and *godlineſs, 
'® __" troubled with doubts and ſeruples; 363 


"The Anſwer, 
tmnder Oo oper xeof E& to'ſcraples + The difje- 
Sr nj Fubjes ſerap | 


ſcience , and @ donbt- 
_ Flt; and what to doe wie doubts, and what when 
-._ Jenuples ariſe : Eleven diteftions to cure, or prevent 4 
_ Jerulens Conſe cience. 167 
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| D. Greg, Moral. |. 24. c- 38. - DW 
| Fitam uniuſcuſuſque coverſi, & inchoati0 blandapers |. 
| mulcet, & aſyera mediczas probat, & plena pdſt yer © © 0 


D. Greg. Moral. 1. 14. c. 28. 


* 


Puiſque in ipſo Cernverſionis initio, magna plerimgue © 
excipitur dulcedine conlolationis : ſed x 5 laborems. *.- > 

| poſtmodum experitur probations. Tres quippe modi ſunt - 
; | Converſorum, Inchoatioy Medietas, atque Perſettio. In > 
| TInchoatione inveniunt Blandimenta Dulcedinis, in mtdia -- 
' guoque tempore Certaminga Tentationss 3 ad extremum _-: 
vero Perfeftionem Plenitudinis, Prins ergo illos Buldia © 
; | Suſcipint, que conſolentur 3 poſimoduns amara, que ex» * © 
| | erceant; & tune demum ſuavie & ſublimia,que confirs 2 
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